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PLO military court is ‘temporary’ 

I GAZA CITY <AFP) — Palestinian chief negotiaior Nabii Shaath 
said Saturday a Palestinian military court, criticised by Amnesty 
I international, was temporary and a message to militants opposed 
I to peace. "Our objective is not to take actions that violate human 
rights." Dr. Shaath told reporters when asked to comment on a 
I report by it* London-based Amnesty International human rights 
group il* 1 criiid 5 ™ ,he Palestinian state security courts. "But the 
authority has to deliver a dear message that it will not accept or 
tolerate violations of this agreement or of its security/' he said, 
referring to opposition to the Palestinian autonomy agreement 
with Israel. “The state security court is a message not a venue for 
the future behaviour of the Palestinian Authority." he said, adding 
i -it is very difficult to maintain security at the same time as 
mainiaipfrg regular, legal precautions built into a civilian 
court." Dr. Shaath urged militants opposed to the peace process to 
I join in building Palestine. "Lets commit ourselves ... and there will 
be no security courts." he said. Dr. Shaath's remarks were the first 
response by a Palestinian official to the report by Amnesry 
Intemational released on Thursda y 





An indep' 


Explosives store in Gaza — Arafat 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Palestine Liberation Organisation chair- 
man Yasser Arafat on Saturday said Palestinian police have 
discovered a large store of explosives in Gaza City. Mr. Ararat, 
who announced the discovery of the arsenal at the weekly meeting 
of his self-rule authority, warned he would take action against 
Palestinians storing bomb-making equipment in residential areas. 
"Mr. Arafat said Palestinian security services will take the 
necessary measures against those who use apartments and restdCT- 
tial areas 10 store dangerous material.” said Taycb Abdul Rah™, 
the self-rule cabinet secretary. The PLO leader also called on 
Israel to prevent the infiltration of explosives and weapons into the 
autonomous areas, Mr. Abdul Rahim told the Palestinian agency 
WAFA. Mr. Arafat told his cabinet weapons smuggling was the 
work of “certain parties in Israel, working with parties «n Gaza, 
who aim to tornedo the peace process." On April 2 six people, 
including two Hamas militants, died in huge explosion which 
flattened an apartment block in Gaza City centre. Palestinian 
police said the blast was caused by militants handling explosives at 
a bomb-making factory for Hamas. 


AMMAN SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 1995. THU ALQ’EDAH 30, 1416 


Price: Jordan 150 Fils 


•: ■'ev. - 


: '* *; <3 

• - - * '-3 Sl 

c .if o' 

rr.i.'. iisa- 
. ; 

■ i'i ar 

• *• .i»t 

rr-wiip 
_ 'iTI t 

... t; 

• --.rrciE 

-- . ; B;a£' 
■; . '■!< k* 

.. -jflB 

- ^-31® 



; ■' ' 

’• ->]C r 






Treaty monitoring 
oorvunittee to 
meet 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
jonlanian*Israeli committee 
monitoring the implementa- 
tion of the peace treaty that 
ibe Kingdom and the Jewish 
state signed in October meets 
in the Israeli town of Beit 
Shean today (Sunday} for a 
regular review of progress in 
negoriations on various sec- 
toral agreements. Jordan's 
Hani Mulki and Israel’s 
Hliakem Rubinstein will chair 
the meeting. Sub-committees 
negotiating agreements in 
civil 3 vianon and trade are 
also scheduled to meet at the 
same venue on Sunday. 

Americans 

mistrust 

government, but 
disapprove of 
militias 

MEW YORK (AFP> — In 
the wake of the Oklahoma 
City bombing, a majority of 
Americans believe citizen 
militias are “dangerous 1 * but 
also think the government is 
so big that it threatens per- 
sonal freedom, according to a 
poll. Eighty per cent of those 
surveyed in the Time- 
maga 2 ine-CNN poll said 
citizen militias under scrutiny 
following tfae attack are a 
danger to society, 63 per cent 
called them a “threat to our 
way of life,” and 55 per cent 
termed them “crazy." But 52 
- percent said the government 
is so large and powerful that 
it poses a threat to the free- 
. dom of ordinary citizens. In 
response to initiatives by 
President Bill Clinton and 
Congress for greater powers 
to combat terrorism. 61 per 
/cent said tne government 
already has adequate author- 
ity, while 33 per cent said 
more is needed. Three-fifths 
of those polled feared the 
government could abuse its 
authority if given greater 
power to investigate terrorist 
activities. 

Rabbani forces 
claim advance 

KABUL (AFP) — Forces 
loyal to Afghan President 
Burhanoddin Rabbani have 
made significant territorial 
gains in fighting against Tali- 
ban religious movement riv- 
als in west Afghanistan, milit- 
ary officials said Saturday. 
“In their Thursday morning 
widescale offensive, the 
forces poshed Taliban some 
100 kilometres," spokesman 
for the state security depart- 
ment said. The official said 
pro- Rabbani forces were now 
advancing towards the dis- 
trict centre of Dilaram in 
Nimroze province, although 
Je exact position of the 
frontline was nor given. 
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Air Algeria to buy 

-L.-shBoetf' new air craft 

r.-T^.v ictfid ® If ';TUNTSIA (R) - Algeria's 
w - — !9 ™' ifftonal carrier Air Algeria 
phns to buy new aircraft, the 
orfictal Algerian news agency 
APS said on Saturday. "Air 
Algeria will carry out its fleet 
renewal starting 1996 or at 
the latest in 1997." APS 
monitored in Tunis, said! 

ri^TK a " A ! r A1 gena offi- 
cial. The official said the car- 

t n n r Ja a L COnsiderin 8 whether 

to buy two new planes everv 

two y ears * 

knd of the purchase 
fining whtchwil, Jldmate- 

id ^E mine - the «re," he 
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conference by 
surprise 


i V: Cairo 


(R) — A man 
:'-r Ohsed a stir at a U.N. crime 


riHrse 



- ? fhirn feissutg a woman ui vt is. 

j'ui ;; “ a ck seats of the main confer- 
. er tce hall. For two minutes 
' tile scene appeared on giant 
’ ! »> ® an ^ s of television screens 
■ : dotted around the complex, 
.v V There was a fat man sitting 
. *xt to a woman in a dress. 
• "■< First he put his hafid on her 
.... leg and then he kissed her 
, . Vance, then the camera moved 
iway,” one witness said. 
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PNA blasts Israel’s land seizure; 
Rabin says redeployment in making 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Israel’s decision to expropri- 
ate Arab land in Jerusalem is 
the "highest form of terror- 
ism" and aims at ridding the 
Holy City of Palestinians, a 
senior Palestine National Au- 
thority (PNA) official said 
Saturday. 

Saeb Erakat, local govern- 
ment minisrer in the self-rule 
authority and a senior nego- 
tiator in its talks with Israel, 
said the Jewish state's "fail 
accompli policies'* on settle- 
ments threatened his people's 
existence. 

They "constitute actually 
the highest form of terrorism 
against the Palestinian peo- 
ple." he said. 

He was speaking to repor- 
ters after a weekly meeting of 
the Palestinian cabinet, dur- 
ing which ministers decided 
to ask the Arab League and 
the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference to call urgent 
meetings to intervene in the 
affair. 

In a statement issued after 
the cabinet meeting, the 
PNA said it had also decided 
to form a high committee 


headed by Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat to 
“confront on the ground such 
measures and to preserve the 
Arab Palestinian identity." 

Israel has announced plans 
to confiscate 53 hectares of 
Palestinian land in East Jeru- 
salem to build housing for 
Jewish settlers, infuriating 
the Palestinians. 

The PLO envoy to the Un- 
ited Nations asked the U.N. 
Security Council on Friday to 
take swift action to make sure 
Israel cancels orders to seize 
the land. 

In a letter to U.N. Secret- 
ary General Boutros Ghali 
and this month's council pres- 
ident Karel Kovanda. PNA 
representative Nasser Al 
Kidwa argued that Israel had 
"taken a dangerous and des- 
tructive step." 

"Such" an action flagrantly 
violates international huma- 
nitarian law and relevant 
Security Council resolutions, 
as well as the declaration of 
principles of 13 September 
1993. signed by the govern- 
ment of Israel and the Pales-' 


tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion.” Mr. Kidwa wrote. 

Mr. Kidwa formally re- 
quested that the council 
"take urgent measures to 
redress this grave situation 
and bring an end to the 
above-mentioned Israeli 
violations." 

"We believe that the coun- 
cil has the duty to order the 
Israeli authorities to desist 
from taking any further illeg- 
al measures and specifically 
to rescind the declared con- 
fiscation orders." he added. 

Palestinian demands of the 
council usually run into a 
refusal to review them on the 
part of the United States 
which has veto power as a 
permanent council member. 

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAH) on Saturday also con- 
demned Israel's proposed sei- 
zure of the land as a threat to 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. It appealed to the Un- 
ited States and Russia, as 
co-sponsors of the process, to 
act immediately to save the 
peace talks. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said meanwhile 


that the Israeli army is pre- 
paring to redeploy its forces 
in the West Bank in the 
framework of expanding 
Palestinian self-rule there, 
but added that the process 
would take time. 

“Preparations are being 
made." Mr. Rabin said dur- 
ing an hour-long interview on 
state-run Israel radio. 

"1 asked the Israeli defence 
forces to adopt a plan prepar- 
ing for the possibility that we 
will reach an agreement with 
the Palestinian Authority." 

Mr. Rabin said the rede- 
ployment plan included the 
transfer of three training 
bases from the West Bank 
into Israel. 

Earlier in the week. Mr. 
Rabin revealed that he was 
planning to move the bases 
and deploy other forces in the 
empty campsites. 

"We will not evacuate 
these camps, but rather fill 
them either with command 
headquarters or forces," he 
said on Saturday. 

"The issue of transferring 
training camps is a long pro- 
cess." he added. 


Rabin hopes for peace 
with Syria before polls 


TEL AVIV i Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Saturday he 
hoped to sign peace with 
Syria before the end of his 
current term in office in 
November 1996. 

'T hope that my govern- 
ment will ratify an accord 
with Syria before the general 
elections of November 19%, 
and that a referendum will be 
held on the Golan issue sepa- 
rate from the vote.” Mr. 
Rabin told Israel radio to 
mark the 47th anniversary of 
the creation of Israel. 

The scope and timetable of 
an Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights, seized 
from Syria in 1967, is the 
main stumbling block in 
peace talks between the two 
countries. 

"Those who claim they can 
reach peace with Syria by 
keeping the whole of the 
Golan are deceiving them- 
selves." Mr. Rabin said. 

The premier is to go to 
Washington next week to 
brief U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton on peace talks with Syria, 
which are taking place at 
ambassador level in the U.S. 
capital. 

“I will raise this issue next 
week in Washington but 1 
cannot say whether this dis- 
cussion will decide any- 
thing," he said. 

"I get the impression that 
the Syrian demands, at least 
at this stage, are over the top 
and that is why there are 
difficulties and delays.” Mr. 
Rabin said. 


"The gaps between the Sy- 
rians and us on the main 
components (of a peace deal) 
are still wide.” he told Israel 
Radio, giving no details. 

Public opinion polls show 
Mr. Rabin trailing right-wing 
Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu, who opposes any 
withdrawal from the Golan. 

Rejecting doubts raised re- 
cently by Israel's deputy fore- 
ign minister about Syria’s de- 
clared "strategic” derision to 
forge peace with the Jewish 
state, Mr. Rabin said: "I 
have no doubt that Syria 
wants peace." 

In Damascus, an editorial 
in the government daily Al 
Thawra accused Israel of fail- 
ing to "give anything new" in 
the latest round of U.S.- 
sponsored talks in Washing- 
ton. 

"Israel has already begun 
to make the talks a failure by 
repeating its previous posi- 
tions without giving anything 
new." Ameed Khouli, Al 
Thawra ’s chief editor, wrote 
in a front-page editorial. 

Mr. khouli said Syria 
would never change its de- 
mands. including a full Israeli 
withdrawal to the border 
lines which existed on the eve 
of the June 5. 1967, Middle 
East war. 

"All security arrange- 
ments... should be applied on 
both sides of the border and 
accurately balanced. Any- 
thing else would be re- 
jected,” he said. 


Second suspect held 
in Oklahoma blast 


OKLAHOMA (Agencies) — 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tions (FBI) officials were 
questioning a second suspect 
in California in connection 
with the deadly Oklahoma 
City carbombing that claimed 
at least 120 lives, police said. 

But Santa JMcnicau Califor- 
nia. police chief James Butts 
said there was "no evidence" 
against the suspect other than 
a dose likeness to a compo- 
site sketch of "John Doe No. 
2." the name police gave to 
the wanted man. 

A police spokesman earlier 
said that “a man in custody 
on auto theft is being ques- 
tioned by the FBI. related to 
the Oklahoma City bomb- 
ing." without giving further 
details. 

The man, from Oklahoma, 
was arrested on Friday after- 
noon in Santa Monica, said 
Sergeant John Hudson. 

"There is no evidence 
other than a dose likeness to 
the composite of John Doe 
No. 2 that will connect him 
with the bombing." Mr. 
Butts told reporters. "He 
looks amazingly like the guy 
in the sketch.” 

"He has the tattoo in the 
right design in the right 
place." the police chief 
added. 

The official death roll from 
the April 19 bombing of the 
Alfred Murrah Federal 
Building here reached 120 
Saturday with 61 people still 
unaccounted for. a rescue 
spokesman said. 

Eugene Romann. spokes- 
man for the government 


emergency operations centre, 
said 4o7 people were injured 
in the truckbombing that tore 
through the building housing 
offices of some 15 govern- 
ment agencies and a day care 
centre. 

At least 15 of the dead 
were children, offidals said. 

On Friday, law enforce- 
ment sources said investiga- 
tors had a tape showing the 
likely getaway car with an 
Arizona licence plate taken 
from a 1977 Mercury driven 
by accused bomber Timothy 
McVeigh. 

McVeigh, 27. was arrested 
shortly after the blast for 
driving without licence plates 
and has been ordered to 
stand trial on charges of des- 
truction of federal property. 
Authorities and friends have 
described as a Gulf war sol- 
dier with right-wing views 
and a long-time passion for 
arms and firepower. 

Meanwhile, the Los 
Angeles Times reported that 
four or five people may have 
planned the attack and that 
McVeigh was in contact with 
a military supply store in 
northern Wisconsin and the 
son of the store owner, who 
lives near Chicago. 

The newspaper also re- 
ported attack may have been 
plotted in the small Arizona 
town of Kingman and said 
investigators sought to ques- 
tion two people in the town, 
including a former army col- 
league of McVeigh. 

Kingman, where McVeigh 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein on Saturday meets Australian Senate Speaker Michael Beahan 
(Petra photo) 

King meets Australian speaker, 
says people need peace to prosper 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Satur- 
day underlined the need for 
the establishment of a just 
and comprehensive and dur- 
able peace in the Middle 
East. 

He said that the people of 
the region require such peace 
so that they can enjoy secur- 
ity and resume their march 
towards development and 


building a better future. 

King Hussein was speaking 
at a meeting with the presi- 
dent of the Australian Sen- 
ate. Michael Beahan. at the 
Royal Court. 

\<r. Beahan voiced Austra- 
lia's appreciation of King 
Hussein's endeavours to- 
wards the establishment of a 
durable peace and towards 
securing a better future for 


the coming generations. 

The audience was attended 
by Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Upper 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Ahmad Lawzi, Chief of the 
Royal Court Marwan Al 
Oasem and Australia's 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Jonathan Sheppard. 

(See related story on page 3) 


Jordan regrets U.N. rejection 
of R J request for Libya flights 


By Ayman A! Safadi - 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan on 
Saturday reacted with dismay 
to a U.N. Sanctions Commit- 
tee decision to turn down a 
request by Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) airlines to carry Libyan 
pilgrims to Mecca ‘ for (he 
annual Haj season. 

"We are disappointed at 
the decision. We do not see 
any justification for rejecting 
(the RJ request) at a lime 
when permission to carry (the 
Libyan pilgrims) was granted 
to other companies." foreign 
Minister Abdul Karfm 
Kabariti. who returned home 
Saturday after heading Jor- 
dan's delegation to a meeting 
by the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment (NXM) to discuss the 
extension of the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) in 
Bandung. Indonesia, told the 
Jordan Times, 

The U.N. committee re- 
jected Jordan's request Fri- 
day after the U.S. and Ger- 
many argued that no addi- 
tional flights were needed 
since the committee last week 
authorised 45 flights by Egyp- 
tair planes to carry Libyan 
pilgrims. 

The U.N. in 1992 enforced 
a ban on international air 
traffic lo Libya for refusing to 


- surrender two Libyans ac- 
cused of involvement in the 
bombing of a Pan Am flight 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, in 
19SS. 

The U.S. says that the pre- 
viously authorised Egyptair 
flights are sufficient to carry 
all the Libyan pilgrims to 
Mecca. 

Sources quoted by Reuters 
said the flights could carry 
13.500 pilgrims while the 
quota for Libyan pilgrims is 
set by Saudi Arabia at 7.500, 
The committee did not object 
when Egypt announced it 
would carry more than the 
6.0i)0 pilgrims it initially said 
it would transport from Libya 
to Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Kabariti. who also led 
the Kingdom's delegation to 
the debate oyer the" NPT in 
the U.N.. reiterated his dis- 
appointment at the failure of 
the NAM and the Arab coun- 
tries to reach a consensus on 
the position towards the ex- 
tension of the NPT. 

The U.S. is lobbying for an 
indefinite extension of the 
treaty while Third World 
countries want a definite ex- 
tension and guarantees about 
the use and spread of nuclear 
arms and power. 

A major controversy over 
the NPT arose when Egypt 
linked its signing of the treaty 


to Israel's acceptance to entci 
it. Israel reportedly has 200 
nuclear warheads but refuses 
to sign the treaty or to de- 
clare itself a nuclear power. 

Mr. Kabariti said he de- 
cided to "float" the Jorda- 
nian position on the NPT and 
refer the issue to His Majesty 
the King for directives. 

In his speech before the 
U.N. in New York, the fore- 
ign minister did not endorse 
an indefinite extension of the 
NPT. 

Jordan had said that its 
position on the NPT would 
be in harmony with the stand 
of the Arab League and the 
NAM. In an arrival state- 
ment Saturday, Mr. Kabariti 
said King Hussein had issued 
directives that the Kingdom 
be committed to any decision 
agreed upon by the Arab 
states. 

But in light of the failure of 
the two groups to reach a 
consensus. Mr. Kabariti said, 
the Kingdom's position 
would be guided by the 
“Jordanian and national in- 
terest of the Kingdom." 

He said in an interview in 
Jakarta Friday where he met 
with Indonesian officials that 
the position would be in har- 
mony with the Oct. 26 peace 

(Continued on page 7) 


Postal services get a ministry stamping Weighing the scales 


By Amy Henderson 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — If you have 
noticed any pleasant 
changes recently at the post 
office, rest assured that the 
Ministry of Post and Com- 
munications is taking 
seriously public complaints 
about postal services. And 
if you haven't noticed, the 
ministry wants to know ab- 
out it. 

Ministry officials say they 
are making a concerted 
effort to improve services 
by adopting new, strict pro- 
cedures for offices, random 
office inspections, in- 
creased staff to handle mail 
from abroad, punitive ac- 
tion against violators of 
regulations — all after re- 
ceiving repeated com- 
plaints of inefficient ser- 
vices. 

A visit to the post office 
is usually an unpleasant ex- 
perience at best, given the 
'lack of interest, courtesy 
and efficiency some of em- 
ployees display, many cus- 
tomers say. The most evi- 
dent consternation. 


though, is the fact rhat the 
post office rarely has small 
change on hand. It is just a 
matter of principle, they 
say. that a customer should 
have the option to receive 
change no matter how 
small or insignificant the 
amount may seem. 

Among other complaints 
customers lodge against the 
postal system are: A lack of 
information regarding post- 
al rates and mailing proce- 
dures; overcharging for 
postage at particular 
offices; and lost or delayed 
mail from abroad. 

Services at the post 
office, an English-language 
teacher says, is so un- 
pleasant that it’s on par 
with a trip to the dentist: 
she only visits when it is 
absolutely necessary. 

■*I put' off going to the 
post office at all costs." 
said the teacher. "Some- 
thing always happens there 
to send me into a rage." 

“They never have change 
on hand,” she continued. 
"But if I walk in 20 fils 
short the price of a stamp, 
they look scandalised. I’m 


happy to pay the full price, 
but why should 1 pay more? 
I get tired of negotiating for 
a fair price and for my 
change." 

Another 30-year-old 
woman recounted a tale of 
bargaining with a postal 
employee ar a post office 
over the cost of a 10 gram- 
me letter to the United 
States. "I know that my 
letter cost 320 fils — at ihe 
most 4S0 fils,” she said. 
"The [employee] started 
the bidding at a dinar an.d 
made it dear that she 
wasn't going lower than 800 
fils. I finally had to go 
somewhere else. This is the 
post office — not the 
souk.” 

“And I don’t dare argue 
with the post office em- 
ployees,*’ said a young en- 
trepreneur who runs a busi- 
ness just next door to a post 
office. He says that he wor- 
ries about his mail not 
being put into circulation. 
"Usually, I’ll drive a 
kilometre or two out of my 
way to an office where i 
know that the people are 
sure to do their job." 


Residents with friends 
and family living abroad 
complain that letters and 
packages they were expect- a 
ing had often gone missing.' 
A letter from Jordanians 
studying at a U.S. universi- 
ty read: "We are faring the 
problem of lost letters we 
send to Jordan... we think 
that this is happening be- 
cause some workers at the 
post service think there is 
money in the envelopes 
coming from the U.S.... as 
dumb and naive as this may 
sound, we think you would 
agree with us that this is a 
very serious problem.” 

Others complain about 
receiving open packages 
and letters, which they say 
makes them suspicious of 
the integrity of some postal 
employees. 

The Jordan Times sub- 
mitted a list of public grie- 
vances. along with its own 
findings following a trip to 
several post offices to the 
Ministry of Post and Com- 
munications (see side bar). 
Our motto had to be: It 
pays to complain. 

While the problem of 


missing mail will be more 
difficult to solve, officials 
say they have taken serious 
action and hope that by 
now people should have 
witnessed at least a smalt 
change in postal services. 

According to a senior 
ministry source, these com- 
plaints have resulted in a 
near shakedown at local 
post offices. 

"I can tel! you that after 
receiving these com- 
plaints.” said the official, 
“senior ministry officials vi- 
sited serveral offices and 
were not happy about what 
they saw.” 

The ministry sent a 
memorandum to al! post 
offices last month, reiterat- 
ing proper procedures for 
providing the service at all 
post offices. 

“The ministry has re- 
ceived several complaints 
regarding the postal ser- 
vices." the ministry 
memorandum read, citing 
several of the complaints 
listed 3bove. "These be- 
haviours harm the reputa- 

(Continued on page 7) 


THE JORDAN TIMES 
conducted an informal in- 
vestigation of five post 
offices in central Amman 
posting five identical piles 
of mail, consisting of four 
pieces each. The charges 
were as fallows: 

Downtown — JD 2.9S0 

Jabal Luweibdeh JD 
2.960 

Jabal Amman, 1st Circle 

— JD 2.800 

Zahran — JD 2.640 

Inter.Continemal Hotel 

— JD 4.900 

AH offices provided ex- 
act change, and all offices, 
with the exception of the 
office at the InterCon- 
tinental Hotel, provided 
the stamps to the customer. 
The employees ar the Inter- 
.Continental office, howev- 
er. insisted that all stamps 
would he attached to the 
parcels by the employees. 
The office charged JD 
4.900 for stamps^ with a 
value of only JD 3.040. 

In addition to being 
charged nearly double at 
the post office Outside of 
the Inter. Continental 


Hotel, it was noted that th 
cost of postage varied h 
tween offices. 

The Jordan Times sul 
milled this informatioi 
along with a list of publ 
complaints to the ministi 
which replied in turn. 

The undersecretary ft 
the Ministry of Post an 
Communications, Hishai 
Qudah, said that thei 
could be several reasons f< 
this as the scales wei 
mechanical and may m 
have been properly bi 
lanced or may not ha* 
been sitting exactly levi 
when the letters were bs 
lanced. He has instructe 
all offices to make sut 
their scales are proper] 
balanced. 

On the lighter side 
however, all post offices, i 
fact, with the exception c 
tne office at the Inter.Cor 
tmental Hotel, unde; 
charged for the cost of th 
post. (Savings amounted t 
a total of JD 1.240). N 
official commented on th 
other than to say that a 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Home Sr Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, APRIL 30 


U.S. says Russia may 
expand deal with Iran 


Washington (R) — a 
top Russian official, to the 
alann of the United States, 
has raised the possibility of 
providing Iran with bomb- 
grade nuclear fuel in addition 
to atomic reactors, U.S. offi- 
cials say. 

They said Washington 
learned about two weeks ago 
that the issue had been raised 
with Iran by Viktor 
Mikhailov, head of the cash- 
strapped Russian Atomic 
Energy Agency. 

Mr. Mikhailov is the lead- 
ing advocate of an estimated 
Si billion deal to sell nuclear 
reactors to Iran, which 
Washington is trying to stop. 

"Subsequent to our wor- 
ries about the reactors, we 
discovered there have been 
some discussions between 
Mikh ailov and Iran to do 
things that go well beyond 
the reactors, to include the 
provision of enriched ura- 
nium,” one U.S. official told 
Reuters. 

This would "clearly go 
beyond what the (interna- 
tional) nuclear guidelines 
prohibit countries from 
doing.” be said. 

If such an expanded deal 
were to go forward, it would 
"substantially increase the 
risk" posed by Russian nuc- 
lear cooperation with Iran, 
although just providing reac- 
tors by themselves is serious 
enough, another U.S. official 
said. 

Russian officials, including 


Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev, in talks with Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher, have said Mr. 
Mikhailov is operating on his 
own and does not represent 
the views of President Boris 
Yeltsin's government. 

That has not erased con- 
cerns in a U.S. administra- 
tion that has made the Iran 
deal a major issue and a focus 
of the May 10 Moscow sum- 
mit between Mr. Yeltsin and 
U.S. President Bill Clinton. 

Washington considers Iran 
a leading sponsor of terror- 
ism, on a "crash programme 
to produce nuclear weapons. 
It opposes all nuclear coop- 
eration with Iran, arguing 
that even projects allowed 
under the 1970 nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty would 
help it acquire the expertise 
to pursue weapons-produc- 
tion. 

The Russian newspaper 
Isvestia and the Washington 
Post recently made little- 
noticed references to an ex- 
panded deal with Iran. U.S. 
officials, who asked not to be 
identified, explained those 
references but refused to pro- 
vide much detail. 

U.S. alarm bells rang in 
January when Russia signed a 
contract with Iran to build 
light-water reactors at 
Bushehr on the Gulf. Russian 
engineers are inspecting sites 
there. 

Now, however, “we have 
seen some indication of a 


very broad nuclear deal, 
which is the reactor in a delux 
configuration and would 
make more problematic our 
non-proliferation concerns," 
a third U.S. official said. 
“Uranium enrichment... was 
flagged (by U.S. experts) as 
the key item.” 

The administration “has 
had indications that this is 
Mikhailov out on a limb and 
it ain't going to happen.” the 
official said. “At tins point I 
see no reason not to (believe 
this) but it's something we're 
going to have to watch.” 

He said he did not believe 
a commitment to - provide 
Iran with enriched uranium, 
a key ingredient in nuclear 
weapons, was included in the 
existing Russia-Iran contract. 

Washington has withheld 
cooperation on peaceful nuc- 
lear projects to pressure Mos- 
cow to drop the deal. It has 
also shared intelligence on 
Iran with Moscow and said 
Russia might get a share in a 
$4.5 billion U.S. -North 
Korea nuclear deal. 

But Mr. Kozyrev said Fri- 
day: “I don't see why (the 
reactor deal) should be stop- 
ped. We will not do anything 
which bears the potential for 
the nudear military capacity 
of Iran." 

U.S. officials are working 
with Russia on a possible 
summit statement in which 
Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Qinron 
lay out their positions on Iran 
and where they differ. 


Market forces still work in Somalia 


MOGADISHU (R) — 
Somalia's central bank was 
blown to bits and looted 
years ago but market forces 
still have a crazy way of 
working amid the anarchy of 
this Horn of Africa country. 

This week, U.S. dollars 
have flooded the capital be- 
cause exporters are cashing in 
on the Haj pilgrimage season 
to Mecca by dispatching ship- 
loads of goats for pilgrims to 
eat. 

As a result, the Somali 
shilling strengthened on 
Thursday from 6,300 to the 
dollar to 5.450 shillings. 

In early March, the shilling 
took a fail from around 4,500 
to about 6.500 shillings to the 
dollar when United Nations 
peacekeeping forces 
evacuated after a failed two- 
year. $3 billion mission to 
restore peace. The U.N. op- 
eration in Somalia was the 
country’s largest single em- 
ployer. 

Rates are set by traders 
who sit in Mogadishu's teem- 
ing Bakaaraha market and 
keep up to date with interna- 


tional currency markets by 
listening to reports on the 
British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration. 

Many feared a return to 
all-out civil war between rival 
clan militias with the pullout 
of U.N. forces, but that has 
not yet happened and trade 
has boomed at Mogadishu 
port. 

Somalia was plunged into 
anarchy when clan guerrillas 
ousted former President 
Mohammad Siad Barre in 
January 1991. 

The doors of the central 
bank were blown apart, safes 
were blasted and much of the 
cash was looted. Bank notetf 
littered the streets outside. 

But in’ apparent defiance of 
the principles of economics, 
the Somali shilling main- 
tained value and is still used 
locally. 

Mogadishu’s two main riv- 
al warlords — Mohammad 
Farah Aideed and Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad — tore the city 
apart in bitter feuding that in 
part was caused by a quarrel 
over money. 


General Aideed was angry 
that Mr. Ali Mahdi had pri- 
vately imported “new Somali 
shilling" bank notes to pay 
his militias. 

The new Somali shillings 
are now. only accepted in Mr. 
Ali Mahdi's enclave in north- 
ern Mogadishu, while most of 
the rest of the country uses 
old Somali shillings. 

In northwestern Somalia, 
the former British protecto- 
rate that declared independ- 
ence from the rest of the 
country in May 1991. clan 
leaders want to introduce 
their own -currency too. 

With no' more banknotes 
being printed s— Somalia has-' 
not "had a government for 
four years — the currency is . 
literally disintegrating in peo- 
ple's hands. 

People welcomed the 
appearance of counterfeit 
bank notes on the market 
early this year — and used 
them as tender — because 
they were dean and looked 
good, a Mogadishu resident 
said. 


Iraq celebrates Saddam’s birthday 


TIKRIT, Iraq (R) — About 
100,000 Iraqis snouted praise 
for President Saddam Hus- 
sein on his 58th birthday in 
his hometown on Friday and 
vowed to defend him to the 
death. 

Brandishing guns, pistols, 
swords and daggers, tens of 
thousands of people swarmed 
past a reviewing stand in Tik- 
rit, 170 kilometres north of 
Baghdad, yelling: “With our 
blood, with our souls we shall 
defend you Saddam.” 

The show of support was 
the greatest for .President 
Saddam since the country's 
defeat in the 1991 
Gulf war in which Iraqi 
troops were driven out of 
Kuwait by U.S. -led allies. 

President Saddam, finnly 
in power despite the ruinous 
war and punitive trade sanc- 
tions imposed by the United 
Nations for Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990, was not pre- 
sent. 


The Iraqi News Agency 
said he attend ceremonies in 
Baghdad for the start of con- 
struction of two mosques, 
one of them portrayed in Iraq 
as the largest in the history of 
Islam. 

In Tikrit, formations of air 
force planes and helicopter 
gunships flew over the crowd 
as a military band played 
anthems in praise of the Iraqi 
leader. 

Tribesmen and chieftains 
travelled to Tikrit from 
Mosul, 200 kilometres to the 
north, and pitched tents 
along streets and the highway 
to Baghdad, offering free cof- 
fee and food. 

Izzat Ibrahim, vice-chair- 
man of the Revolutionary 
Command Council, presided 
over the celebrations in the 
agricultural town where a pa- 
rade of tribesmen and ruling 
Baath Party members under 
arms lasted for about two 
hours. 


. Dancing and singing girls 
wearing Arab and Kurdish 
costumes swirled on the para- 
de ground to the strains of 
folk music. Foreign journal- 
ists were permitted to attend 
under escort by Information 
Ministry officials. ' 
Iraqi radio and televisjdn 
aired special programmes 
and during the breaks a choir 
of young boys and girls sang: 
“Happy birthday to you. 
Papa Saddam.” 

Shebab (youth television), 
run by President Saddam’s 
eldest son Uday, showed a 
military parade organised by 
a newly formed force of 
“Saddam commandos". Offi- 
cials sail) about 60,000 com- 
mandos with tanks and 
armoured personnel carriers 
participated. 

"The birthday of the lead- 
er is the feast of all Iraqis.” 
A1 Thawra, the Baath Party 
newspaper, said in a banner 
headline. 


Wives of American prisoners head for Iraq 


By a Jordan Times 
r Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two American 
women whose husbands are 
serving eight-year sentences 
in Iraq for illegal entry into 
the country headed for Bagh- 
dad on Saturday hoping to 
meet their husbands and 
possibly appeal for their re- 
lease to the Iraqi govern- 
ment. 

Linda Barloon. 37. and 
Kathy Daliberti, 39. crossed 
the Rweished border post 
shortly afternoon after get- 
ting visas from the Iraqi 
embassy in Amman and were 
expected in Baghdad late 
Saturday. 

They were escorted by 
Ryszard Krystosik, head of 
the Polish diplomatic mission 
in Baghdad. Poland looks af- 
ter American interests in Iraq 
after Iraq severed diplomatic 
ties with the U.S during the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis over 
Kuwait. 

Mrs. Barloon. who lives in 
Kuwait, and Mrs.- Daliberti, 
who lives in Florida, did not 
go to the Iraqi embassy to get 
the visa. An employee of the 
U.S. embassy delivered the 
passports and collected the 
visas early Saturday. 

The two women were 
smuggled out of their hotels, 
away firom the press, around 
10 a.m., triggering a car 
cbase through Amman 


streets. However. Mrs. Bar- 
loon spoke to the press at the 
Rweished passport control. 

“We hope to meet them 
(husbands),” she told repor- 
ters, but she would not say 
whether she and Mrs. 
Daliberti would appeal to 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein for their release. “We 
will not discuss this with 
you,” she said. 

William Barloon, 39, and 
David Daliberti. 41, were de- 
tained by Iraqi border secur- 
ity forces on March 13 after 
they crossed into Iraqi terri- 
tory. On March 25. an Iraqi 
court founded them guilty of 
illegal entry to Iraq and sent- 
enced them to eight years in 
prison. A higher court is ex- 
pected to hear an appeal in 
May. 

The U.S. government says 
that the two men wandered 
into Iraqi territory inadver- 
tently. Some reports sug- 
gested that they were looking 
for Iraqi smugglers to buy 
alcohol for consumption. 

The two wives were 
cleared for travel by the U.S. 
government, which has ban- 
ned American travel to Iraq. 

It was not clear when the 
two women will be allowed to 
meet their husbands, who are 
held in the Abu Gharib pris- 
on outside Baghdad. 

State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Burns said Fri- 
day that “we hope that there 




. 

Linda Barloon and Kathy Daliberti. wives of crossing point 
two Americans jailed in Iraq, and Polish Allan) 
diplomat Ryszard Krystosik at the Rweished 


will be meetings and reunions 
scheduled with their hus- 
bands shortly” after the 
women's arrival in Baghdad. 

. Mr. Barloon works for’ 
U.S. defence company 
McDonnell Douglas and has 
lived in Kuwait with his wife 
and three children for the 
past 2 years. 

Mr. Daliberti works for the 
defence company Kay and 
Associated. 

Mrs. Barloon arrived in 


Amman from Kuwait on Fri- 
day and joined Ms. Daliberti. 
who flew a day earlier from 
Florida. 

The State Department said 
on Thursday Iraq has allowed 
letters to be delivered to two 
Americans imprisoned in 
Baghdad by a messenger af- 
ter repeatedly denying direct 
access to the prisoners by the 
Polish diplomat. 

The contact was the first in 
two weeks with Mr. Barloon 


on Saturday (Photo by Yousef 


and 'Mr. Daliberti. spokes- 
man Burns said. 

"... We were able to send a 
messenger to the jail and this 
person delivered mail, in- 
cluding a letter from Mr. 
Krystosik to Mr. Daliberti 
and Mr. Barloon. which ex- 
plained that he had been 
denied access to them and 
that their wives were going to 
be arriving soon with other 
supplies for them,” Mr. 
Bums said. 
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France to 
cut aid to 
Algeria 
— report 

PARIS (Agencies) — France 
is planning to cut financial aid 
to Algeria to five billion 
francs ($1.04 billion) this year 
from six billion ($1.25 billion) 
in 1994. the newspaper Le 
Monde said on Friday. 

The daily, quoting un- 
named senior government 
officials, said the cut would 
not be announced until the 
summer, well after the May 7 
French presidential election. 

No comment was im- 
mediately available from the 
economy ministry. 

A French Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said France mil 
maintain a high level of eco- 
nomic aid to Algeria to pre- 
vent economic chaos adding 
to the country's political tur- 
moil. No figure been fixed for 
the aid “to the Algerian peo- 
ple,” said the spokesman. 

“The aim of the French 
economic aid is to prevent 
economic chaos adding to the 
political chaos.” he said. 

Le Monde said the cut, 
linked to French budget sav- 
ings, would be offeet by 
France’s participation in the 
rescheduling of its former 
colony's foreign debt. 

But it said it was likely to 
be perceived in Algiers as a 
shift towards a cooler attitude 
to the military-backed gov- 
ernment in its fight against 
Muslim fundamentalist re- 
bels. 

Algeria and the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
is expected next month to 
sign an agreement on an eco- 
nomic adjustment program- 
me carrying $1.8 billion cre- 
dits. 

The agreement is to be 
followed with a rescheduling 
of $20 billion of Algeria's 
debt in the Paris Cub of 
Western creditors. 

Prime Minister Edouard 
Bahadur has pledged that 
Paris would help Algeria win 
international economic aid. 
But France's backing to 
Algerian authorities has been 
markedly cooler since a dis- 
pute over the hijacking of a 
French airliner at Algiers air- 
port. 


Main Iraqi Kurdish groups to 
take part in Ankara talks 


ANKARA (AFP) — The 
Turkish government has said 
talks would be held in An- 
kara in May with representa- 
tives of the two main Kurdish 
movements to discuss control 
of the common border. 

Cenk Duatepe, bead of the 
intelligence department in 
the Turkish foreign ministry, 
said no system had yet been 
established for border con- 
trol, but he said a Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) de- 
legation was expected before 
May 10 in Ankara, followed 
by a Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK) delegation later 
in the month. 

Mr. Duatepe was speaking 
following a meeting Thursday 
with PUK leader Jalal Tala- 
bani in Erbil, capital of Iraqi 
Kurdistan. 

It was the second meeting 


between a Turkish govern- 
ment representative and a 
representative of a main Iraqi 
Kurdish movement. 

Mr. Talabani told the Tur- 
kish delegation there were no 
armed elements from the 
separatist Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) in his sector, 
according to the Turkish offi- 
cials. 

And he agreed to cooper- 
ate with Ankara “to examine 
together whether or not there 
was an armed PKK presence 
in his sector,” said the Tur- 
kish delegation. 

On April 5 KDP leader 
Massoud Barzani con- 
ditionally agreed to cooper- 
ate on: boider security, 
according to Turkey officials. 

The "statement from Ank- 
ara came amid increasing in- 
ternational friction over the 


Turkish campaign against 
separatist PKK rebels. 

Turkey reacted angrily, af- 
ter the Council of Europe’s 
parliamentary assembly 
Wednesday recommended 
Turkey be suspended from 
the body if it did not improve 
democracy in the country and 
its human rights record with- 
in two months. 

On Friday, the European 
Parliament gave the all-clear 
for a customs union agree- 
ment with Turkey later this 
year — provided Turkey re- 
spected human rights and 
democracy. 

Meanwhile, Swedish Fore- 
ign Minister Lena Hjelm- 
Walleri safd'Friday she would'” 
not recognise the customs un- 
ion between the. European 
Union and Turkey if the lat- 
ter does not withdraw its 


troops from Iraq. 

Turkey stepped up its 
struggle against militant PKK 
separatists in mid-March in 
the southeast of the country. 

It also moved some 35,000 
troops across the border into 
northern Iraq to crush sus- 
pected PKK bases, a move 
which has attracted wide- 
spread international cri- 
ticism. 

On Tuesday, Turkey., re- 
sponded to criticism of its 
operations in northern Iraq 
by pulling two thirds of its 
troops out with the return of 
20,000 soldiers. 

However, Ankara did not 
say how long its remaining 
soldiers would stay in tbe 
border zone valleys or how it 
proposed to stop Kurd rebels 
mounting -more attacks into 
Turkey. 
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Contractor said kidnapped or killed in Somalia 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Somali gunmen in the south- 
ern port city of Kismayo have' 
either kidnapped or killed a 
multi-millionaire New Zea- 
land 'businessman with exten- 
sive interests in this war-torn 
Horn of Africa nation, 
according to reports reaching 
Mogadishu. 

David Morris, head of 
Morris Catering, based in 
Queensland, Australia, was 
kidnapped and was still alive, 
according to one source. 

But other sources — 
businessmen and fishermen 
contacted by radio — said 
Morris was dead, and that 
they had seen his body. 

Morris, a blunt-spoken 
businessman, made his for- 
tune by supplying provisions 
to U.N. troops in such trou- 
ble-spots as Cambodia, the 
Middle East and Somalia. 

One of his sons, in his early 
20s. was shot dead — an 
execution — following an 
ambush just outside Moga- 
dishu in October 1993 in what 
former U.N. Special Repre- 
sentative to Somalia Victor 
Gbeho of Ghana said was a 
result of a business feud be- 
tween Morris senior and 
Somalis. 

Moms, who kept a picture 


of his son in his wharfside 
office in Mogadishu, said 16 
months after his death that “I 
have enough money, but I 
shan’t leave here until I pro- 
duce something positive.” 

He was trying at that point 
to weld a coalition of Somalia 
businessmen to take over the 
running of Mogadishu port 
after the departure in early 
March of this year of the 
U.N. troops then controlling 
it. 

That coalition is now up 
and running, and the port is 
operating, though it is un- 
clear what influence Morris 
had in the creation of the 
committee. 

Moms appeared to be a 
survivor — and savvy. 

In Mogadishu, he had his 
own armoured personnel car- 
rier, painted white, and fes- 
tooned with barbed-wire to 
keep the joy-riders off. 

U.N. staff said Somali gun- 
men aboard “technicals*' — 
the battle-wagons that roam 
the streets of this lawless dty 
— would occasionally take 
pot-shots at it to see their 
bullets bounce off. 

At his wharf headquarters, 
Morris had a hideaway ensc- 
onced between shipping con- 
tainers, safe from incoming 


fire from the warring Somali 
factions. 

He had his own militia to 
protea him, but accepted the 
protection of appropriate 
technicals when he went out 
into the dty to negotiate with 
warlords. 

His relations with the U.N. 
troops he fed were rough. 

He described the U.N. 
officials to AFP in January as 
“misinformed, misguided 
and bloody stupid." 

Mr. Gbeho replied 1 that 
Morris was unscrupulous and 
that his behaviour bordered 
.on thuggery. 

Morris’s senior staff 
were mostly New Zealanders 
and Australians, importing 
food and other supplies for 
the U.N. troops, plus at least 
one shipment of incredibly 
cheap cars from Saudi Arabia 
— one sporty model chalked 
for Morris himself — which 
were said by his staff to have 
been stolen. 

Morris Catering also oper- 
ated a fish processing fadory 
on the coast of northern 
Somalia. 

Australian Foreign Minis- 
ter Gareth Evans said Satur- 
day he was awaitiing con- 
firmation of reports that 


Morris had been kidnapped 
or killed in Somalia. 

Mr. Evans said he had not 
had confirmation of the re- 
ports but “if true it would be 
extremely distressing.” 

"People involved with the 
Morris Catering ourfit. in- 
cluding David, have been 
very courageous and it would 
be just an absolute tragedly if 
this has happened," Mr. 
Evans told reporters here. 

"But until I get confirma- 
tion or better information ab- 
out what the circumstances, 
I'm afraid I cannot comment 
further." 

Morris Catering spokes- 
man Robert McVicker said 
Saturday that the U.N. was in 
no way to blame for Moms' 
reported killing. 

Mr. McVicker told Austra- 
lian radio, shortly before 
flying to Somalia, that the 
Morris family had paid a high 
price with the death of Tyson 
Morris last year in Somalia. 

"It was Tyson's wish that 
the company move ahead and 
David continued his opera- 
tions and, as the director of 
the company. I agreed with 
him that it was the right thing 
to do,” he said. "That's what 
Tyson would have wanted.” 
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IORDAN TELEVISION 

Td: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

I4rf)0 Animated Classics 

15:09 

Feature film: "Hockey Challenge" - 

16:30 Tarazan 

17:00 Lcs Ratons Lavcurs 

17 JO Envoyc Special 

IMO News In French 

19:15 Ushuaia 

I9J0 The Bold and the Beautiful 
20:00 ... Masterpieces of Literature 

2QJ0 Almost Home 

21:10 The Other Side of Paradise 

21*90 News in English 

p-m 

Feature film: "Attack Force (Z)” 

23:59 The Hidden Room 

OOJO Grace and Favour 

PRAYER TIMES 


04:22 


05:47 


12:33 


16:12 


19:19 


20:44 



CHURCHES 

51. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffkh. Td. K10740 
A s se mblie s of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 


De la Salk Church Td. 661757 
Terrasmcta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

AngRcan Church Tel. 630K5I. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian CathoHc Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

77S26I. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Td. 
652526. 

Ev a ngel ica l Lutheran Church Td: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangefiad Coa- 
KregatfcM Td. 684195 
Hr Latter-Day Salats Td. 654932 
Church of Nnurene Tel. 675691. 
The EvangeUa! Local Church la 

Amman 

Td. 811295 

WEATHER 

Bullctjn supplied by ihc Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Temperatures arc expected to 
rise with winds southeasterly mod- 
erate. In Aoaha. winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 8/29 

Aqaba 16 1 33 

Deserts 5/31 

Jordan Valley 15 ' 32 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 



Amman 26. Aqaba 31 Humidity 
readings: Amman 14 per cent. 
Aqaha 35 per eent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Walid A1 Maxri 6754H5 

Dr. Caleb Zawaidch 73601 ! 

Dr. Yousef Nasr 751144 

Dr. Khakloun Asfour 699440 

Finis pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

A1 Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 64494S 

Shmcbani pharmacy — 6376ft) 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID; 

Dr. Ahmad Oanu 1 — ) 

Alquds pharmacy (— ) 

ZAKQA.- 

Dr. Ghassan Al Faqih 906130 

Khalifch pharmacy 9854 17 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63034] 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Right information .... 08-53200 
Ouccn Alia inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre K 138 13/32 
KJhalrdi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akikh Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

MaJhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcbani 664171/4 

Shmcbani Hospital A69I3I 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666IJ7/37 

Al-Ahii. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AUMuhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Ai- Bashir. J. Ashrafich VS 1 1 1/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ....602240/50 

Amai Hospital 607155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital (uyjyuBGU 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

AI Hikma Modem Hospital ((N)990990 
The Arab Centre for Heart and Special 

Suipsy 865199 

IRBID: 

Princess Basra Hospital (02)275555 

Greek CatboUc Hospital (10)272275 

I bo Al Nafctt Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 


9605 

Hkoe. 

tlhOS 

11H55 

11:00 

Bangkok (RJ) 

Lamaca(RJ) 

11:15 

11:15. 

Beirut (RJ) 


18:00 
18:55 . 

New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

19:40 . 


20 JO 
21:00. 


21 JO. 


21.45 

S(hOS 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

02:45. 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

II J0. 


13:40 . 



14J0 Moscow (SU) 

16:15 Rome. Damascus (AZ) 

21:85 Cairo (MS) 

21:20 Beirut (ME) 

22:20 London. Beirut (BA) 

23J0 Istanbul (TK1 

23 JO Athens (OA) 

01:10 Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

07:25 Beirut (RJ) 

B9JQ Aqaba. Frankfurt (RJ) 

1IJ5 .... Aqaba. Rome (add) (RJ) 

12*0 Rome (RJ) 

12J0 Tuns. Casablanca (RJ) 

I2&4S Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

12J0 Athens (RJ) 

13:00 Vienna (RJ) 

21:00 Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

21 JO Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 Aqaha (RJ) 

22KM) New Delhi (RJ) 

22J5 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

22J0 Damascus (RJ) 

22*15 Cairo (RJ) 

2M5 Sanaa (RJ) 

23M Bangkok (RJ) 

23 J9 Singapore. Jakarta (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

w JO Rome (AZ) 

I3J0 Sanaa (IY) 

1*30 Doha (GF) 

IStfS Moscow (SU j 

22:00 Cairo (MS) 


01:05 Beirut. London (BAJ 

02J5 Amsterdam (KL) 

WdW Athens (OA) 

hijaz railway 

TRAIN 

ttep. Anus ... 8:00 a.m. every Monday 

Arr. Damascus SiWp.ra. every Monday 
Dtp. Damson 7:30 a.m. every 5unJ*T 
Air. Amman .... 5:00 p.m. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

' Uppcr/hwcr price in fib per kg. 

Apple 700/500 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukammar) 620 

Cabbage 200/120 

Carrot 220/l» 

Cauliflower 160 / 

Cucumbers (large) 100 /#) 

Cucumbers (small) 170/* 

Eggplant W J* 

Gartie 430/250 

Crape Leaves 850 / Tffl 

Grccn beans 180 / Jgj 

Lemon 85DJW® 

Marrow (large) 300 1 jgj 

Marrow (small) ...: 250 • Jjj 

Onion (dry) 

Orange 380/30 

Peas 36»3M 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 2W 

Siring Beans 250 Mg 

Tomato I** 1 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor Saturday Ustens Ghazaleh at the opening of a conference 
jo an address by General Federation of on the effects of husbands’ immigration 
jordania® Women President Haifa Abu on the family (Photo by Crystal) 

Experts seek to ease burden on women 
whose husbands immigrate for work 

By Rana Hosseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With the in- 
creasing numbers of hus- 
bands immigrating in search 
of better wages, problems 
within the family increase as 
a result, and mothers bear 
he heaviest burden, experts 

ag The negative effects of a 
husband’s immigration on his 
family is being tackled in a 
two-day conference opened 
Saturday by Her Majesty 
Queen Noor. 

Haifa Abu Ghazaleh, pres- 
ident of the General Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Women 
(GFJW) which organised the 
conference, said the event, 
the first of its kind in the 
Arab World, aims at studying 
legislative, economic, and so- 
cial changes that occur fol- 
lowing husbands' immigra- 
tions. 

“Although husbands' im- 
migration yields good finan- 
cial outcomes, it will nega- 
tively affect the entire family 
and the way children are 
brought up," Dr. Abu Gha- 


zaleh said addressing repre- 
sentatives of public institu- 
tions and non-governmental 
organisations. i 

Director of rhe Arab 
League Population Research 
and Studies Unit (PRSU) 
Mahmoud Sayed pointed out 
that more than one quarter of 
the male labour force of Arab 
countries left their families ro 
seek work in other countries 
which has resulted in mothers 
managing their families on 
their own. 

"The focus will be on the 
Arab woman and her capabi- 
lities of dealing with these 
new responsibilities and how 
that will reflect on her chil- 
dren in the future." he said. 

In doing so. Dr. Sayed 
said, participants will review 
some studies conducted by 
Arab centres concerning 
fathers' immigration and the 
effect on the family. 

Dr. Sayed stressed that the 
outcome of the event would 
push decision makers and 
leaders to become more 
aware of the negative effects 
of fathers’ immigration and 
the heaw burden mothers 


suffer as a result. 

The event, coorganised by 
the PRSU and held at the 
Regency Palace Hotel, will 
conclude its sessions today 
with papers on two subjects. 
Onei is statistical presentation 
on immigrant families from 
Jordan by Abdullah Zoubi of 
the Department of Statistics. 

The second paper is on the 
legal and legislative services 
introduced to the families of 
immigrants and will be pre- 
sented by Dr. Abu Ghazaleh 
and Senator Na'ela Rashdan. 

The GFJW. established in 
I9S1. is a national non- 
governmental organisation 
comprising women's associa- 
tions. societies, committees 
and individual members- 

Queen Noor. the honorary 
president of GFJW. who has 
spearheaded many projects 
aimed at raising the econo- 
mic. social, health and educa- 
tional standards of Jordanian 
women, has commended the 
federation on its constructive 
approach towards the chal- 
lenges and obstacles imped- 
ing the development of 
women in Jordan. 


House panel condemns Israeli confiscations 
of Palestinian land in Arab East Jerusalem 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Lower House of Parliament 
Foreign Affairs Committee 
Saturday condemned Israel's 
confiscation of Palestinian 
land in Arab Jerusalem and 
said this action constitutes a 
violation of the Palestinian- 
Israeli agreements. 

Committee Chairman 
Abdullah Ensour said the 
committee, in a meeting ear- 
lier Saturday, discussed these 
Israeli practices, which, he 
said, constitute a breach of 
the Israeii-Palesrinian agree- 
ment reached in Oslo, the 
Madrid Middle East peace 
conference which launched 
the Arab-lsraeli peace talks 
in 1991. and United Nations 
resolutions. 

Dr. Ensour said the com- 
mittee found that such prac- 
tices challenge the feelings of 
Arab and Islamic peoples. 

“We will continue to de- 


nounce and resist such prac- 
tices and their outcome.” he 
said. 

The Israelis and Palesti- 
nians have been trading 
angry accusations in recent 
days over Israel’s latest con- 
fiscation of Arab-owned land 
in Jerusalem. Israel intends 
to build new neighbourhoods 
on these lands to house Jew- 
ish immigrants. 

The Palestinians said Israel 
violated the Israeli-PLO 
peace accord, and that they 
would complain to the U.N. 
Security Council. 

Israeli newspapers Friday 
said the seizing of Palestinian 
land in the holy city was 
expected to continue.’ 

The future of Jerusalem is 
the most explosive issue in 
the Israeli-Palestinian con- 
flict. Negotiations on the fin- 
al status of Jerusalem are to 
begin by May 1V%. 


Earlier this week. Israel 
confiscated 140 acres in two 
areas in Arab East Jeru- 
salem. and Israeli sources 
said an additional 1.1 0U acres 
were armarked for confisca- 
tion. 

Dr. Ensour said the com- 
mittee also discussed the 
death of Palestinian de- 
tainees in Israeli prisons as a 
result of torture as reported 
by the International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 

The Jordanian Lower 
House Committee, he said, 
has received information 
from the Red Cross on the 
tenure and death of Palesti- 
nians under Israeli detention. 

“This raises disgust among 
human beings all over the 
world in spite of the silence of 
the West which is known for 
its double standards." Dr. 
Ensour S3id. 

"The committee wonders 


what would the reaction of 
the biased and unfair mass 
media be had the victim been 
Israeli?” asked the commit- 
tee chairman. 

Press reports on Friday 
said a Palestinian who died in 
Israeli custody was tortured 
to death. 

The detainee, identified as 
Abdul Samad Harizat. was 
beaten for 21) minutes, had 
his head banged against a 
wall and was Then left alone 
in a tiny isolation cell. Israel 
media said. 

An agent of the Israeli Shin 
Beth secret service who en- 
tered the cell several hours 
later to pursue the interroga- 
tion found the 30-year-old 

computer programmer un- 
conscious. He died a few 
hours later in hospital on 
Tuesday, reports said. 

Dr. Ensour said the com- 
mittee also discussed Israel's 


continuation of excavation 
works beneath A! Aqsa Mos- 
que and the Dome of the 
Rock in Jerusalem. 

Meanwhile, an Israeli 
group on Saturday de- 
nounced Israel's decision to 
confiscate Arab-owned lands 
in Jerusalem and said the 
decision is a serious breach of 
rhe Oslo agreement. 

The comminee for Israeli- 
Palesiinian Dialogue, found- 
ed by Israelis of oriental ori- 
gin, said the continuation of 
confiscations and settlement 
activities, particularly in the 
Jerusalem area, threatens the 
peace process. 

"This makes the Israeli 
government take full respon- 
sibility for rhe failure of the 
peace process, and we ask it 
to rescind its decision im- 
mediately." the committee 
said in a' statement. 


Visiting Australian legislators explore 
how they can contribute to peace process 


AMMAN (Petra) — Visiting 
President of the Australian 
Senate Michael Be ah an told 
the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Saturday that his team's 
visit to Jordan was aimed at 
familiarising itself with the 
progress of the peace process 
m the Middle East and to 
determine the role which Au- 
stralia could play in this pro- 
cess. 

Mr. Be ah an also noted that 
the visit also aimed at explor- 
ing means of promoting 
further economic and trade 
relations with Jordan, adding 
that bilateral ties were very 
good at the moment. 

Referring to a visit to Au- 
stralia by a Jordanian par- 
liamentary delegation earlier 
this month. Senator Beahan 
said the visit was fruitful, 
noting that the Australian 
parliament wishes to promote 


its ties with Jordan's legisla- 
ture and exchange working 
visits. 

The Australian delegation, 
which arrived here from the 
occupied Arab lands Friday 
on a three-day visit to Jor- 
dan, listened to Senate 
Speaker Ahmad Lawzi out- 
line Jordan's position with 
regard to peace with Israel. 

His first deputy. Zeid 
Rifai, briefed the visitors on 
the progress of the peace 
process and the Jordan-Israel 
peace treaty, stressing that 
the Arabs desire a compre- 
hensive peace which would 
bring about an improvement 
in social and economic condi- 
tions. 

With reference to the Am- 
man economic summit due in 
October, Mr. Rifai. a former 
prime minister, said Jordan 
hopes it will be successful and 


differ from the Casablanca 
economic summit which, he 
said, merely raised slogans 
which were considered inap- 
plicable. 

Mr. Rifai said that the peo- 
ples of the Middle Hast would 
like to feel the benefits of 
peace and they remain opti- 
mistic and full of hope. 

The Australian team Satur- 
day also met with the Speaker 
of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Sa’ad Hayel Srour and 
discussed the peace process 
and Jordan's democratic 
march as well as Jordanian- 
A us trail an relations. 

Mr. Beahan said he hoped 
that the Australian and 
Jordanian parliamentarians 
would continue to exchange 
visits and cooperate in par- 
liamentary affairs. 

Also Saturday Senator 



Senate Speaker Ahmad Lawzi Saturday receives visiting 
President of the Australian parliament Michael Beahan and 
an accompanying delegation (Petra photo) 


Beahan and his delegation 
visited the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) and met RSS 
Vice President Saeed Alloush 
who briefed the group on the 
RSS's different departments, 
programmes and projects. 


Dr. Alloush referred to 
RSS's cooperation with Arab 
and foreign countries and 
Australian institutions of sci- 
entific research, and said be 
looked forward to further 
such cooperation. 


Education ministry to 
implement vocational 
training plan — official 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Education wiH, :: - 
implement a new vocational 
training plan at the start of 

a *ii i * tiie nen scholastic year in 

Killed in ^0012112 accordance With the require- 
fVIIIV menu of the 1987 National 

Educational Plan, according 
to All Nasrallah, director of 
vocational training at the 
Ministry. 

Addressing the opening 
session of a two-day sympo- 
sium for vocational training 
supervisors, Mr. Nasrallah 
also announced that the 
ministry has prepared a com- 
prehensive plan aimed at in- 
creasing the scope of voca- 
tional training at schools and 
encouraging more students to 
opt for this stream of study. 

The plan, he noted is to be 
implemented shortly in coop- 
eration with international ex- 
perts and the National Centre 
For Educational Research 
and Development. 

The two plans, added Mr. 
Nasrallah are designed to 
graduate skilled individuals 
to fill major gaps in the local 
labour market and to meet 
the requirements of the King- 
dom's socio-economic de- 
velopment plans. 
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The meeting, which • is 
attended by 80 vocational 
training supervisors, was 
opened by Ministry of Educa- 
tion Secretary General lzzat 
Jaradat who complained that 
the previous vocational train- 
ing programmes concen- 
trated on quantity rather than 
quality. 

The two plans, however, 
emphasise quality in that 
they are designed to enable 
the trainees to acquire adv- 
anced skills and the vocation- 
al schools to produce items 
needed for the students, said 
Dr. Jaradat who added that 
the ministry plans to promote 
closer cooperation between 
the vocational schools and 
private and public institu- 
tions. 

He said in the past, voca- 
tional training at ministry 
schools lacked proper super- 
vision, noting that such su- 
pervision is now gening rhe 
right attention. 

The vocational super- 
visors, who came from diffe- 
rent educational departments 
in Jordan, are to review 
working papers dealing with 
various aspects of vocational 
training and management. 
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Save water ... every, drop 
counts! 


Officials say summer water rationing imminent 
■ but schedule , severity still to be decided 


By Cathy King 

Jordan Times Staff Repor- 
ter 

AMMAN — Summer water 
rationing will be imposed 
again this year, but the 
schedule and severity of it 
has yet to be derided and 
water authority officials say 
that improvements to the 
Greater Amman network 
cannot alone solve the 
problem in the capital. 

"There will be rationing 
this summer, but to a lesser 
extent than in the past." 
said Water Authority of 
Jordan (WAJ) Under 
Secretary Qusai Qtaishat 
Saturday. 

"Hopefully people won’t 
feel it. With storage tanks 
you can have about three 
days supply without notic- 
ing there isn’t continuous 
flow." 

Summer water rationing 
began in 1991 and is partly 
attributable to larger de- 
mands following the influx 
of more than 300.000 re- 
turning expatriates from the 
Gulf region. 

Jordanians working in 
the Gulf were returned 
home because of a strain in 
relations between the Gulf 
states and Jordan during 
and after the 1990-91 Gulf 


crisis. 


"Maybe next year there 
will be no need for ration- 
ing." said Mr. Qtaishat. 
who added: "We can’t tell 
though, because it depends 
on the .population growth 
rate and the change in the 
style of living. Living stan- 
dards are on the rise and 
people are consuming more 
water." 

Mr. Qtaishat explained 
that even with household 
storage tanks, the water 
problem still remains and 
will be felt should there be 
an "unexpected reduction" 
of flow from the King 
Abdullah Canal, a power 
cut. or a breakdown in the 
network. 

The Jordan-Israel peace 
treaty, signed on Oct. 26. 
stipulated that the Kingdom 
is .to receive an additional 
215 million cubic metres 
(mem) of water annually. 
The allocation of water 
from the Jordan and Yar- 
mouk rivers is divided be- 
tween the summer and win- 
ter periods. Now only six 
months since the peace 
accords, water from these 
two sources has yet to be 
received in full. 

As yet. the WAJ has not 
derided how the 215 mcm 
will be allocated and distri- 
buted between agricultural 
and domestic use. 

"The allocation of it has 
not been derided upon. 


Predominantly, it will be 
for domestic use. but until it 
comes, there will be a (wa- 
ter) deficit," Mr. Qtaishat 
said. 

The agreement also re- 
quires Jordan and Israel to 
cooperate in finding an 
additional ouantity of 50 
mcm of drinkable water for 
the Kingdom's supply. 

The Joint Water Com- 
mittee is to develop a plan 
for this supply within one 
year from entry into the 
treaty, and then the plan 
will be forwarded to the 
respective governments for 
discussion and derision. 

One additional supply 
Jordan intends to exploit, is 
the unreplenishable fossil 
water of the Disi aquifer, 
said WAJ civil engineer and 
head of the Tenders Divi- 
sion Oth man Kurdi. 

The WAJ is seeking pri- 
vate sector investment to 
conduct a feasibility study 
for this project. The tender 
has been issued for bidding, 
then pending government 
approval, the design and 
construction of the facility 
may be opened to the pri- 
vate sector is still to be 
obtained, Mr. Kurdi said. 

In the meantime the 
WAJ is striving to reduce 
the amount of water un- 
accounted for through 
physical losses. 

"Over the whole country. 


54 per cent of the water 
(passing through the net- 
work) cannot be accounted 
for. Some through physical 
losses and some through 
underflow registration,” 
Mr. Kurdi told the Jordan 
Times. 

Underflow registration 
occurs because water 
meters cannot register small 
quantities of water passing 
through them. 

To combat these prob- 
lems, parts of the network 
have already been rehabili- 
. tated. 

In Zarqa, Mr. Kurdi said, 
the whole network has been 
replaced. "You never see a 
burst pipe and water press- 
ure is maintained at a nor- 
mal rate. You no longer 
find a f thin stream coming 
out the tap.” 

To date, only the net- 
works of Jebel Nasser and 
Nadi Subbaq areas within 
Greater Amman have been 
replaced, using the water 
authority's budget. 

In December 1993. the 
water authority concluded a 
loan agreement with KFW, 
the German development 
bank. 

"KFW guaranteed a loan 
for two projects.” said Mr. 
Kurdi. “The first is under 
award now. and the second 
will be issued (for bidding) 
by early June." 

"The first includes Jebel 


Amman and Luweibdeh 
and should begin by the end 
of May, while the second is 
in Jebel Hussein. 

“The number of projects 
is variable because they are 
drawn according to geog- 
raphical boundary." he 
said. 

The Greater Amman net- 
work stretches 1.800 
kilometres. Mr. Kurdi was 
unable to predict how much 
of it would require replac- 
ing. because it depends on 
the state of the existing 
network. 

Priority areas are those 
with the oldest network, 
which includes the areas 
within the first two projects 
and will cost about JD 10 
million. Mr. Kurdi noted. 

With physical work immi- 
nent, Germany has "ex- 
pressed an interest to take 
over the remaining pro- 
jects." he revealed. 

"Germany promised to 
make an appraisal of the 
mission and to assess the 
remaining work,” he 
added. 

Mr. Kurdi conceded that 
to "rehabilitate all of Grea- 
ter Amman might add up to 
JD 50-60 million." 

Network rehabilitation, 
plus extensions to newly de- 
veloped areas, will take five 
or six years to complete, he 
added. Over that period. 


the gradual reduction of un- 
accounted water should be 
felt in all areas, he said. 

"We won’t get rid of the 
problem of unaccounted 
water totally; this exists 
everywhere (worldwide}," 
but dhe WAJ aims to dimin- 
ish rhe problem as best it 
can. 

Meanwhile, the Euro- 
pean Investment Bank 
(EIB) has approved a loan 
for the Jordan Water and 
Waste Water III Project. 

"Although the money 
has not yet been received, 
there are only formalities 
remaining,” Mr. Kurdi 
assured. 

There are seven projects 
within the loan’s realm: 
Mafraq water, Ajloun wa- 
ter, Zarqa. Irbid, Souf and 
Greater Amman waste wa- 
ter projects and the waste 
water treatment plant for 
Fuheis and Mahes. 

The United States Agen- 
cy for International De- 
velopment (USAID) has 
also earmarked an unspeci- 
fied amount to upgrade and 
expand the waste water 
treatment plant at Khirbei 
At Samra and intends to 
conduct a feasibility study 
for an environmental sys- 
tem for waste water treat- 
ment and collection in the 
Am man /Zarqa basin, Mr. 
Kurdi said. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


DIALOGUE 


FILM 

^ film entitled "Beyond The Stars” at the American 

Center at 5:00 p.m. 

JEWELLERY DISPLAY 

^ exhibition of jewellery inspired by the nature of 
Dhana (designed by Ammar Khammash in cooperation 
with the Royal Society for Conservation of Nature) at 
Daral AI Fun an). 


SPRING EXHIBITIONS 






The Queen Alia’ Fond for Social Development spring 
i exhibition at Beit AI Bawadi of ”Rus and Ceramics,” 
Medina Munawara Street. 

£ Annual spring exhibition: “Donors of Opportunity” by 
the Bani Ha mi da at the Jordanian Constitution Contrac- 
I tors Association Building, Abdoun (Tel: 658696). 

Spring exhibition of the culture of the Caucasus (hand- 
icrafts, photos, videotapes, etc.) at Plaza Hotel. 


* Dialogue with film director Mohammad Shahin and 
actress Muna WaseT at Abdul Hameed Shoman Founda- 
tion at 6:30 p.m. 


exhibition 

☆ Exhibition: “Dieter Magnus Art & Nature Land- 
scapes” (contribution on urban and residential environ- 
ment design from an artist's point of view) at the 
Cultural and Sport Centre of the Amman Municipal- 

i«y>. 

fr Exhibition of paintings of Rizq Abdul Hadi at Baladna 
Art Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition of contemporary calligraphy at the National 
Museum of Fine Arts. 

ft Exhibition of paintings by Lebanese artist Karim AI 
Hage at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of plastic art by several Jordanian artists at 
the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art. 

fr Photography exhibition entitled "Fuentes de la Memor- 
ia” at Instihito Cervantes (the Spanish Cultural Centre). 


r< orirrlr lu\ 


NEW ENGLISH SCHOOL 

P.G.B 0 X : 154 KHALDA - AMMAN 11821 JORDAN -Tel. 827151 . 827152 , 827153 , 827154 - Fax 816894 

UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 

AN ART EXHIBITION TO BE HELD 
AT THE NEW ENGLISH SCHOOL 
The two famous French Artists (Jean Cotte) and (Isabelle Granier) 
will exhibit their paintings at the New English School in Khalda 
under the Patronage of 

Her Majesty Queen Noor on Thursday 4/5/1995. 

The exhibition contains paintings which have been inspired by the 
environments and heritage of both Jordan and France. 

The Exhibition will be open to the public on Friday 5th May 1 995 till Sunday 

14th May 1995- 

from 9:00 a.rm to 9:00 p.m. 


T 
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. Koreans rampage over blast 


TAEGU, South Korea (R) 
— Weeping relatives deman- 
ded compensation Saturday 
for the loss of 100 of their 
loved ones, most of them 
children, killed when a gas 
blast devastated a swathe of 
South Korea's Taegu City. 

Police investigating Fri- 
day’s blast said prosecutors 
would seek the arrest of three 
officials of a small engineer- 
ing firm which was working at 
a shoping centre project near 
the blast. 

The relatives’ grief turned 
to anger when around 60 of 
them besieged a local council 
office, accusing ashen- faced 
officials of neglect and of 
leaving corpses from the blast 
to rot in city morgues. 

‘'Dozens of bodies are rot- 
ting at the hospitals because 
they don’t know what to do 
with them," a weeping parent 
said. 

The relatives smashed 
desks and chairs at an office 
hastily converted into an 
emergency centre after the 
explosion ripped through a 
central district of South 
Korea's third largest city, 240 
kilometres south of Seoul. 

Taegu Mayor Lee Jong-Ju 
spoke to the families later 
and said loved ones of each 
victim would get a prelimin- 


ary compensation payment of 
four million won ($5,250) to 
help with funeral expenses. 

A police spokesman told 
Reuters the three men sought 
by prosecutors were officials 
of Standard Engineering and 
Construction Inc. 

“Prosecutors are seeking 
the arrest of these three men 
in connection with the gas 
explosion," the police official 
said. 

A grim-faced President 
Kim Young-Sam, reeling 
from yet another man-made 
disaster in his term of office, 
visited the scene of the blast 
and ordered a swift probe. 

“I don’t know what to say 
now. In particular I want to 
express my deep condolences 
on the death of these young 
students," Mr. Kim said after 
touring the scene. 

Of the 98 official death toll 
so far, 48 of the victims were 
children heading for schools 
in the area when die explo- 
sion hurled cars, trucks and 
buses through the air like 
toys. Thirty-five were from 
nearby Yongnam Middle 
School. 

“How could this happen to 
my children? I am simply at a 
loss for words," school prin- 
cipal Lee Kil-Woo said. 

The blast turned massive 


steel plates laid as a tempor- 
ary road surface over the 
subway works into a deadly 
hail that crushed all in their 
path, including pedestrians. 

Vehicles tumbled into the 
yawning construction pit, in- 
cluding some buses carrying 
the children to school. 

At the scene of the disas- 
ter, rescuers ended a pain- 
staking sift through debris, 
saying they no longer ex- 
pected to fi nd any more 
bodies. 

A spokesman for the sub- 
way construction company 
said its preliminary investiga- 
tion showed the accident hap- 
pened when a digger working 
at the shopping centre pro- 
ject opened up an eight- 
centimetre (five-inch) frac- 
ture in a gas main. 

The gas then seeped into 
the cavernous hole where 
subway work was under way. 
A welding torch or a cigarette 
may have sparked the de- 
vastation, he said. 

“According to our own 
checks, there was no destruc- 
tion or damage of a gas pipe- 
line in- our construction sec- 
tor,” he told reporters. He 
said a worker reported the 
smell of gas 10 minutes be- 
fore the blast. 

Less than five months ago 


India plans elections in Kashmir 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
India is expected to announce 
plans soon for holding elec- 
tions in the strife-torn north- 
ern state of Jammu and Kash- 
mir, under direct federal rule 
since a rebellion broke out in 
1990, officials said Saturday. 

They said the government 
was working on a set of prop- 
osals for holding elections af- 
ter a five-year period of 
direct federal rule expires on 
July 18. 

Officials said the Indian 
parliament would be required 
to pass a law for any further 
extension of New Delhi's 
direct rule in Kashmir, the 
only Muslim-majority state in 
predominantly Hindu India. 

Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao told parliament 
Friday that the government 
would soon come out with 
“clear-cut proposals" to re- 
vive die electoral process. 

*T would take parliament 
into confidence shortly about- 
the steps we propose to take 
to restore complete normalcy 
in the state." Mr. Rao said. 

He said consultations were 
on over the demand for more 
autonomy for Kashmir, but 
he did not set a time-span for 
holding the polls. 

Police and hospital sources 
-say more than 17,000 people 
have been killed in the separ- 
atist rebellion, which India 
accuses neighbouring Pakis- 
tan of inciting. - 

Mr. Rao, who claimed suc- 
cess in the intensified opera- 


tion by the security forces 
against the separatists, said 
the mood in the state was 
relaxed following interactions 
between political parties and 
some secessionists leaders, 
who were . recently released 
from jails. 

Shabir Shah, a Kashmiri 
separatist leader, who was 
freed four months ago after 
20 years in Indian jails, held 
out hopes earlier this month 
for elections if the United 
Nation monitored them and 
the new government was 
allowed to start peace talks 
with India and Pakistan. 

Mr. Shah, whose People’s 
League is a member of Kash- 
mir’s multi-party Hurriyat 
(Freedom) Conference, said 
he had asked its Muslim lead- 
ers to accept the participation 
of the region's minority 
groups in future peace talks. 

The Hurriyat has so far 
officially opposed Indian 
plans to hold elections in 
-Kashmir, saying it would di- 
vert attention from its de- 
mand for self-determination. 

Some of the Hurriyat's 
leaders represent Muslim 
guerrilla groups. Most want 
the Himalayan ’ region to 
merge with Islamic Pakistan. 
Others say it should be inde- 
pendent of Indian and Pakis- 
tani control. 

India rules two-thirds of 
Kashmir, with the rest con- 
trolled by Pakistan. The two 
neighbours have fought three 
wars, two of them over Kash- 


mir, since gaining independ- 
ence from Britain in 1947. 

. India's main opposition, 
the rightwing Hindu Bhar- 
atiya Janata Party (BJP). 
opposes polls in Kashmir, 
accusing the government of 
seeking to project a false 
picture of stability in the state 
ahead of India’s general elec- 
tions due by June next year. 

Meanwhile' two powerful 
explosions blamed on Muslim 
guerrillas rocked Kashmir’s 
summer capital of Srinagar 
before dawn Saturday, injur- 
ing six people and damaging 
scores of buildings.' police 
said. 

The first blast virtually 
razed a building housing two 
Indian banks in the commcr- 
'dal and residential area of 
Batmaloo. A second blast 
occurred minutes later near 
the residence of a retired 
senior police officer, the 
police said. 

The Kashmir Police Head- 
quarters and the government 
secretariat were among 
several buildings in the vicin- 
ity damaged by the explosions 
which were heard all over 
Srinagar. • 

The blasts caused two huge 
craters and triggered panic in 
Srinagar, the urban hub of a 
bloody. Muslim separatist 
campaign in Kashmir state. 

"ft was like an earth- 
quake," one resident said. 

Two of the injured were 
identified as security person- 
nel. 


2nd mafia suspect murdered in Sicily 


PALERMO, Sicily (R) — 
The second mafia suspect to 
die within two days was 
found murdered in a small 
town near Palermo, police 
said Saturday. 

The body of Gaetano Bus- 
cemi, a 29-year-old florist 
with a record of mafia crime, 
was found with his arms and 
legs strapped behind his back 
in Villabate, 20 kilometres 
from the Sicilian capital. 

Police said Bnscemi had 


probably been abducted and 
strangled Friday. 

He was believed to have 
been a friend of Giovanni 
Spataro, who was shot dead 
Friday by four men disguised 
as police who flagged hi™ 
down while he was riding his 
motorcycle through Villa- 
bate. 

Mr. Spataro was under in- 
vestigation for association 
with the mafia after a turn- 
coat said be belonged to the 


local Di Peri dan, judicial 
-sources said. 

Last month, 46-year-old 
Giuseppe Di Peri and his son 
Salvatore, 23, also from 
Villabate, were shot dead in 
their car as they drove up to 
the family home. 

A spate of mafia murders 
has now claimed at least 15 
lives since late February fol- 
lowing two years of relative 
peace on the island. 





A firefighter uses a tree branch to beat out a fire after a cargo jet crashed into homes near 
La Aurora International Airport (AFP photo) 

6 die as Guatemalan jet crashes into homes 


GUATEMALA CITY 
(AFP) — A cargo plane slid 
off the runway Friday and 
crashed into a group of 
homes after landing at La 
Aurora International Air- 
port. killing at least six peo- 
ple on the ground, aviation 
officials said. 

Seven others were injured 
when the DC-8 cargo jet 
from a Guatemalan transport 
company landed on a wet 
runway at 11:40 (1740 GMT) 
and exploded in flames in the 


Santa Fe neighbourhood, a 
group of homes near the run- 
way. 

The dead included a six- 
year-old girl, a 20-year-old 
male and a baby born in an 
ambulance moments after the 
mother was injured in the 
fire. 

The cause of the accident 
was unknown, but officials 
declined to rule out pilot 
error. 

“Because the runway was 
wet, it appears that the pilot 
came down too fast and could 


not stop,” said aviation direc- 
tor Julio Godoy. 

Earlier reports said the 
plane was a Boeing 707 but 
Godoy said that was inaccu- 
rate. The pilot and two qrew 
members of the aircraft 'be- 
longing to Lineas Aereas 
Mayas were rescued. 

“We neighbourhood resi- 
dents rescued the crew — two 
pilots and an assistant — but 
two girls and an adult were 
killed when die plane hit a 
house," one witness said. 


a similar blast killed 12 in 
Seoul and three months be- 
fore that 32 died when a 
bridge in the South Korean 
capital collapsed. 

The gas blast plunged 
South Koreans into a crisis of 
soul-searching Saturday amid 
calls for the government to 
insist on tougher building 
safety measures. 

"Another man-made disas- 
ter... puts Korea to shame," 
ran a headline of the influen- 
tial Chosun Hbo. “It’s dread- 
ful to live in this world," said 
another newspaper headline. 

People reacted with frus- 
tration and outrage as news- 
papers and television reports 
repeatedly suggested the 
tragedy could have been 
avoided if there bad been 
proper safety measures. 

“The government always 
locks the stable door after the 
horse has bolted. If it paid 
attention to safety measures a 
bit more, this kind of acci- 
dent would not happen,” said 
volunteer rescue worker Park 
Wol-Bun in Taegu. 

Analysts have blamed the 
spate of disasters on corrup- 
tion, poor construction work 
and non-enforcement of reg- 
ulations in the country's 
headlong pursuit of economic 
prosperity. 



A rescue worker hoists a subway construction 
worker from an underground construction site 


after a p” explosion in Taegu. South Korea 
(AFP photo) 


The Han-Kyoreh Sbinmun 
newspaper said in a editorial 
the disasters could develop 
into a major political crisis 
for President Kim. 

“The disasters and the 
massive death of innocent 
people raise serious doubts 
about the government's capa- 
bility to manage the state," it 
said. 

Officials of the ruling 
Democratic Liberal Party 
(DLP) fear the blast could 
hurt its results in June 27 
local elections, the first major 


political test for Mr. Kim, 
who took office in February 
1993. 

“We have no words to say. 
Our party will refrain from 
holding political rallies for 
the time being." a DLP offi- 
cial said. 

Opposition groups stepped 
up attacks on Mr. Kjm's lead- 
ership. 

“It is unimaginable that 
such an accident took place 
despite President Kim's repe- 
ated stress on safety checks at 
major public facilities," said 


Park Ji-Won. spokesman of 
the main opposition Demo- 
cratic Party. 

Only six months ago, Mr. 
Kim stood before a mic- 
rophone. his head bowed, to 
apologise for government 
oversights blamed for the 
Seoul bridge collapse. 

“Like the case of the col- 
lapse of the Songsu Bridge, 
the explosion 'has been 
caused by the government’s 
indifference to safety mat- 
ters," said Cbo Hae-Woong, 
a Seoul company official. 


Sri Lankan rebels down 2nd plane; 52 killed 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lank- 
an Tamil rebels have shot 
down two air force planes in 
the northern Jaffna peninsu- 
la. killing 90 people, the 
military said Saturday. 

The first plane was shot 
down by the Liberati on Ti - 
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
Friday and the second Satur- 
day morning. 

. Of the Saturday downing, 
a military statement said: 

"An Avro aircraft belong- 
ing to the a ir force came 
under LTTE missile attack 
approximately seven 
kilometres outside the de- 


fended area. As a result the 
aircraft crashed approximate- 
ly 1.5 kilometres outside the 
defended area. The aircraft 
was completely destroyed 
and all passengers including 
the crew killed." 

It said that as the missile 
was about to hit the aircraft, 
the pilot had shouted over his 
radio “missile attack." The 
plane had taken oft from the 
Anuradhapura military base 
in the north central district 
and was descending to land at 
the Palaly Air Base on Jaft- 


The 52 dead were 30 sol- 
diers, five sailors. 12 airmen, 
two policemen and three 
journalists from a Sinhalese- 
language newspaper. 

On Friday, another plane 
crashed soon after takeoff 
from Palaly. killing 38 ser- 
vicemen. The military had 
said the crash was due to an 
engine catching fire. 

“Although initial reports 
from Jaffna yesterday's air 
crash pointed to an engine 
fire, it has now been revealed 
that a similar missile attack 
caused the air crash...." the 
military statement said. 


Ground controllers had 
told the pilot they saw a port 
engine on fire shortly after 
take-off in driving rain. 

The pilot of the twin- 
engined Avro turned to try to 
land, by which time the fire 
had spread to the whole 
wing. The pilot crashed two 
metres short of the runway. 

The Tigers, fighting for 
their own homeland in the 
north and east of Sri Lanka, 
earlier this month ended a 
14-week truce with the gov- 
ernment by attacking two 
navy gunboats and killing 12 
sailors. 


Vietnam mourns dead, seeks better U.S. ties 


HO CHI MINH CITY, Viet- 
nam (AP) — With tears for 
the dead and gestures of 
friendship to its onetime No. 
1 enemy, the United States, 
Communist Vietnam pre- 
pared Saturday to celebrate 
the 20th anniversary of its 
triumph. 

Although wartime horrors 
were recalled, banners proc- 
laimed the victory against 
U.S.-backed South Vietnam 
and parades were planned 
here Sunday, official stress 
was on reconciliation and 
marching forward on the eco- 
nomic front. 

"We won completely the 
most barbarous and aggres- 
sive war in the history of the 
nation, a war with genoddal 
crimes such as My Lai-Son 
. My and B-52 bombings and 
agent orange,” said Prime 
Minister Vo Van Kiet in the 
capital Hanoi. 

But he urged Vietnamese 
to “shut the past and look to 
the future to raise our nation- 
al spirits, expand internation- 
al relations and to work 
together with other countries 
for peace, cooperation and 
development." 

In a speech be called for 
continuing free market-style 
reforms under the policy of 
"dot moi" or renovation. 

The mayor of Ho Chi Minh 
City, Truong Tan Sang, said 
Vietnam’s pride in its reuni- 
fication should not be seen as 
evidence of anti-American- 
ism. "I can assure you that 
we would not do anything to 
Invoke the ghost of past ani- 
mosity between our two 
countries,” he told reporters. 

Far different sentiments 
were evoked on April 30, 
1975 when Communist forces 
captured the capital of South 
Vietnam, then known as 
Saigon, on the heels of 



An honour guard carries wreath in the proces- anniversary of the £aD of Saigon. Vietnamese 
sum to honour the dead at the War Martyrs’ throughout the country are paying hommage 
Cemetery Saturday on the eve of the 20th to those killed during the Vietnam War (AIT) 


fleeing Americans. Washing- 
ton was then the reviled 
enemy, and strict Mantist- 
Leninism was the order of the 
day. 

While yet to forge full di- 
plomatic ties, the U.S. and 
Vietnam set up liaison offices 
in each other's capitals in 
January and President Bill 
Clinton ended a 19-year eco- 
nomic embargo last year. 
Hanoi is eager for full rela- 
tions. believing this will 
further spur its economic de- 
velopment. 

On the eve of • the 
anniversary, people across 
the country mourned the 
dead, although official cere- 
monies were restricted to 
cemeteries of Communist sol- 
diers. The poorly tended 
burial places of the South 
Vietnamese were largely 
quiet. 

By official count, 1.1 mil- 
lion Communist and 223,000 


South Vietnamese soldiers 
died during the conflict 
together with some 2 million 
civilians from both sides. The 
United States lost 58.200 kil- 
led in action while its allies 
from South Korea, Australia. 
New Zealand and Thailand 
suffered 5,200 dead. 

At the Lac Canh Cemetery 
north of Ho Chi Minh City 
widows and mothers wept 
and burned joss sticks at the 
graves of Communist sol- 
diers. Some 11,000 are buried 
at the neatly manicured 
cemetery, including 1,500 un- 
known soldiers. 

“A wife lost her husband 
and children lost their father, 
‘but as a nation we are happy 
that we won the war," said 
Mrs. Tran Thi Ut, at the 
graveside of her husband, kil- 
led as his unit attacked a 
Saigon radio station during 
the pivotal 1968 Tet Offen- 
sive. 


She said the end of the 
war, after which South and 
North Vietnam were 
reunited, also meant a family 
reunion. One of her three 
sons had fought on the South- 
ern side — in effect against 
his own father. 

Nearby, Truong Thanh Hy 
walked among the tombstone 
of fallen comrades. The 71- 
year-old retired Viet Cong 
major, his uniform heavy 
with medals for heroism, said 
be was wounded 25 years ago 
in action against U.S^ troops, 
in the central highlands. 

Like Mrs. Ut, he echoed 
the official policy line heard 
so often during the Vietnam 
War — Amen cans are good 
people but were misguided 
by a bad government. De- 
spite the standard response, 
neither they nor any Viet- 
namese encountered exhi- 
bited any signs of hostility 
towards Americans. 


Kazakhs vote on president’s call for longer term 


ALMA-ATA (R) — Presi- 
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev, 
voting in a poll expected to 
extend his term into the 21st 
century, said Saturday he 
would organise more referen- 
dums to decide other major 
questions facing Kazak hstan. 

Mr. Nazarbayev, former 
Kazakhstan Communist Par- 
ty boss who became the first 
national leader after the for- 
mer Soviet republic became 
independent, looked relaxed 
and confident as he turned up 
in an Alma-Ata polling sta- 
tion with his wife Tsara. 

“After the referendum the 
first task will be to develop 
democracy, modernise the 
economy, develop the demo- 
cratic processes which we 
have begun,” he said as the 
couple cast ballots two hours 
after polling opened at 8 a.m. 
(0100 GMT). 

“There will be other re- 
ferendums — we shall talk 
about that tomorrow when 
the results of this referendum 


are known," Mr. Nazarbayev 
told reporters. 

The 54-year-old president 
was clearly suggesting that 
key legislation on private 
land ownership and the status 
of the Russian language 
would be decided by a popu- 
lar vote if, as expected, his 
tenn is prolonged until De- 
cember 2000. 

Ethnic Kazakhs form less 
then a half of the country’s 
population. The rest are Rus- 
sian speakers belonging to 
different ethnic groups. , 

Opinion polls suggest Mr. 
Nazarbayev, dominant figure 
for more than a decade in the 
vast, oil and mineral-rich 
territory, will secure dear en- 
dorsement from Kazakh- 
stan's nine million voters. 

Kazakh musicians played 
traditional stringed instru- 
ments and groups of dandng 
girls in sumptuous national 
dress swirled under blazing 
sunshine on the steps of the 


building, adding to a holiday 
mood as Mr. Nazarbayev cast 
his vote. 

Russia’s ITAR-TASS news 
agency said in many polling 
stations in the capital and in 
regional centres, as many as 
half the electorate had voted 
during the first three hours of 
polling. 

Mr. Nazarbayev, who was 
to have faced presidential 
elections in December 1996, 
has staked success on his 
unrivalled authority and his 
claim to be a guarantor of 
stability. 

Five influential groups 
have declared they back him. 

But several other move- 
ments. including Russian and 
Kazakh nationalist parties, 
charge that Mr. Nazarbayev 
is trying to install a dicta- 
torship. 

The referendum, called 
last month during a constitu- 
tional crisis which has left the 
country without a parlia- 
ment, has also stirred 


among his backers in the 
West. 

The United States says Mr. 
Nazarbayev has taken a step 
backwards from democracy. 

Some people interviewed 
on the streets Saturday 
echoed similar disquiet. 
Mikhail Semyonov, a 70- 
year-old ethnic Russian war 
veteran, said: “I do not hate 
traitors. But Nazarbayev has 
betrayed once and he will do 
it ten times. * 

“He betrayed Communist 
ideals first when he was the 
first Communist of the repub- 
lic," said Mr. Semyonov. 

Rakhmet, 39. who de- 
clined to give his surname, 
said: “I voted against. Elec- 
tions in 1996 would have 
been better. I don’t mind 
Nazarbayev but I do not like 
the process of dissolving par- 
liament.” 

The outline of the final 
result should be dear by mid- 


Deng reported 
ill, but out 
of danger 

HONG KONG (R) 
na's aged paramount 
Deng Xiaoping was ill & 
high temperature earlieS 
week but was not ob 
danger, the South C 
Morning Post newspapet 
Saturday. Speculation a 
the frail 90-year-old leas 
health intensified this 
after reports that his child 
were staying dose to bd 
The Post quoting unnaa 
sources as saying Mr. Dei 
condition bad been poor! 
had now stabilised. He i 
still able to walk with ass 
ance but had trouble spe 
mg, it said. ' 


Churchill’s 
grandson wins 
on lottery— again 

LONDON (AFP) — Con- 
servative MP Winston Chur- . • t s, i ‘ 
chill won £40 ($60) on the :[)p* ■ v 
National Lortety Friday two " - 
days after receiving £13 mil- 
lion ($20 million) from lot- 
tery funds for his grand- 
father's papers. The grand- 
son of British World War H 
leader Winston Churchill 
bought two winning tickets at 
a newsagent’s in the northern 
city Manchester. A political 
row developed Thursday 
over the government’s pay- 
ment of more than £13 mil- 
lion in National Lottery pro- 
fits to buy the wartime prime 
minister’s archives from his 
grandson. 


Delors to get 
Japan’s highest 
award 

TOKYO (AFP) — Former 
European Commission 
Chairman Jacques Delors 
will be among the recipients 
of Japan's highest official 
award, the Grand Cordon of 
the Order of the Rising Sun, 
officials said Saturday. 
Frenchman Delors, 69, will 
receive the award for his con- 
tribution to the development 
of economic relations be- 
tween Japan and Europe, 
they said. The annual award 
ceremony will be held on 
May 8 at tile Imperial Palace 
here. Polish film director 
Andrzej Wajda, also 69. will 
receive the third highest 
Order of the Rising Sun for 
his contribution to the prom- 
otion of cultural exchanges, 
the officials said. 


Bush visits 
Normandy 
beaches _ 

CAEN, France (AFP) — . 

Former U.S. President $nIIP 
George Bush visited the Nor- " U LI f 
mandy beaches which were 
the site of the D-Day land- 
ings in 1944, officials said. 
Accompanied by his wife 
Barbara, Mr. Bush spend 
nearly an hour of the private 
visit at the U.S. military 
cemetery at Colleville, near 
Obama Beach, where some 
10,000 soldiers are buried. ■ 

He also visited Bayeux and 
La Pointe Du Hoc, situated 
between Omaha Beach and 
Utah Beach, during the visit, 
which was kept secret for ” " 
security reasons, the officials 
said. 


Pipe smokers’ 
championship to 
test endurance 

PARIS (AP) — Pipe lovers 
will test their smoking skills 
at the first annual pipe smok- 
ers’ championship in the . 

French Alps. France has long ■ 
been considered a. smoker’s . 
paradise; nearly three- 
fourths of the population 
smoke. But the pleasure 
doesn’t stop at being free to 
smoke in restaurants and n 
Other public places without -. 
scorn. The Saint-CIaude Pipe 
Club is holding its three-day > : ■ 
"Europipe 95” show begin- • ■ 
ning Saturday to promote the s 
puffing medium, particularly • 

St. Claude’s own. In the ■' ■ 
championship Monday, it will J • . 
provide competitors with one * 
heather pipe, a pipe stuffier, j. ' 
three grams of tobacco, and /.■ .. 
two matches. The smokers j." - 

will have 5 minutes to pi©- .% ■ 

.pare their pipes and one mi- ^ 
nute to light up. The winner . “■ 7. • 

is the one who is able to keep •:+. 
his or her pipe going die ^ ■ 

longest without relighting- 3 - ; •. 

The current record to beat r .. • ... 

for such a feat is 3 hours 9 •• 

minutes and 3 seconds. Aside 

from all the competitive boo-^. j ■ - . 

pla, the participants can take., sr- 

part in pipe craftsmanship fr;:.'''.’. 

demonstrations, exhibitions* - * • 

and round table discussid® ’V 
on the passions, history, *0® . . 

the art of pipemaking. v 
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orld News 



Hutu refugees wail in the school of the Kibeho camp where 
ijti displaced persons still remain. Despite the lack 
<£ food and water at the camp, (he refugees obstinately 


refused to return to their home villages for Fear of further 
attacks by the army (AFP photo) 


U.N. opposes Zaire move on Rwanda refugees 
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Sush visits 
Normandy 


KIGALI (Agencies) — U.N. 
and aid workers Saturday ex- 
pressed disquiet at the possi- 
bility Zaire might expel over 
■bne ’million Hutu refugees to 
Rwanda where a U.N. envoy 
was already investigating 
another ethnic massacre. 

The flight of the Hums to 
Zaire after the Tutsi- 
dominated Rwanda Patriotic 
Front (RPF) won last year’s 
□vii war was described then 
as an exodus of Biblical prop- 
ortions during which hun- 
dreds died of exhaustion, 
malnutrition and disease. 

Zaire's parliament Friday 
called on its government to 
expel the Hutus uncon- 
ditionally. a call backed by 
several ministers in the gov- 
emment- 

“Tbe position of the Un- 
tied Nations is that repatria- 
tion should be voluntary and 
conducted within safe 
means," Sammy Kum Buo, a 
spokesman for the U.N. 
Assistance Mission in Rwan- 
da (UNAMIR) told Reuters. 

“We continue to believe 
that this (Rwanda) is a huma- 
nitarian crisis and the princi- 
ple of voluntary repatriation 
should be respected,” he 
-adtfed, • - - 

• Chris "Bowers, a spokes- 
man for the- UNHCR in- 
Rwanda, said Zaire should 
respect international conven- 
tions on refugees, to which it 
was a agnatory, and only 
send back refugees voluntari- 
ly- 

“Our objective is voluntary 
repatriation and the Zairean 
government has committed 
itself to international agree- 
ments on this issue," Mr. 
Bowers told Reuters. 

But the international char- 
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: PARIS (R) — Defeated 

■ . v.i £t\ enc h Prime Minister 
oitiai* Edouard Balladur was 

- - - :: I* 15 1 ^^red at Gaullist rival Jac- 

• _ . " Eb*» ? 9«es Chirac’s biggest pres- 

' . - ‘dentiaj campaign rally Satur- 

‘ .1- [' 7 c: “yin a display of conserva- 
• ^ umty eight days before 

' •_ ~ . -r ®e decisive run-off vote. 

- Balladur, who broke 

" " f* holiday at his Alpine 

• ’ Ho: ^ chaJet to demonstrate sup- 

■ ( t ^.n; P® 1 ? f° r bis former mentor, 

.'“juniii*’ i nivcc * with sonj e of his 
' r ' r " ^ OT PPOrters — Budget 
- -* A: ' Nicolai Sarkozy, 

defence Minister Francois 
Uotard and Social Affaire 
Minister Simone Veil. 

The crowd estimated by 

rt kerl ? rgan ! se / s ® 20.000 in a giant 
~ : crtlOKB' 9 . tent Ditched in P4r»v ni. 


rm 


™> ke too 

cframp' rhjlhnuc chants of^ “Doudoa, 
test endura n Dou dou - the chDdhood 
- Ptf £' kn - me Mr - Bahadur’s 
.. •. " n ^ X^f, a,g ?. man a«ers revived 

^ a less bourgeois 

• ...p:,'**-": .. Mr. Chirac, due to snealr 

- afternoon, was 

• ’ ^w d fi pnine “unister, who 

' s round, 

s. . narrowly foiling to beat Mr 

- . Ptt cent for 

■ - WCWd place “ tbe nm- 

- ' ■ 5 2 ‘y e a r ~° 1 d Paris 

■ - . o *^ 11 J7 1 * favourite to win next 

second ballot 
! ..up- ? uS ,n f t Sodalist underdog 
- *' #s « tSi /°sp* n - An opinion 

% ■.■-“O . reieased Saturday, the 
^ xf da y °n which polls may 
•. ” j published, showed Mr. 

. leading 54-46 per cent 

, "... :: TW , ;. lt q 18 per cent of the electo- 

st ® undecided. 

■' ^ .Mr. Balladur was seated 


( r ;., w* - cnocs, ana senate Speak- 
. ! .|Rene Monory. 

""V: ^Hardline Interior Minister 
. ( arles Pasqjua. who de- 
^ e£ l Mr. Chirac to support 
■ . - Balladur’s candidacy in 

' - -,.r7N 1 7;“ i, f.' Qaf y. was also cheered on 
' . ’?•?' arrival- But there were 


ity Mededns Sans Frontieres 
(MSF-Doctors Without Bor- 
ders) pointed out that Last 
week’s carnage at Kibeho 
camp in the ~ southwest or 
thousands of Hutus. shot by 
government troops or killed 
in panic-stricken stampedes, 
would discourage people 
from returning to Rwanda. 

"It’s unlikely that these 
people ( refugees 1 will want to 
come back in the near future 
after what happened last 
week,” MSF spokeswoman 
Samantha Boulton said. 

On Saturday, a U.N. spe- 
cial envoy A Ido Ajello was to 
travel to Kibeho to investi- 
gate last Saturday's carnage 
and to try to persuade about 
1.000 Hutus holding out 
there to go home. Journalists 
put the number there at 1 ,000 
although aid workers had 
earlier said it was a few hun- 
dred. 

Troops have cut off sup- 
plies to the camp, one of nine 
holding about 250,000 Hutus 
whom the government wants 
to return to their homes. 


Mr. Ajello's Kibeho trip, 
scheduled for early Saturday, 
was put off until the after- 


noon, UNAMIR officials 
said. 

In neighbouring Zaire, 
where the U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) estimates 1.2 mil- 
lion Rwandan refugees are 
living, the parliamentary re- 
port for expulsion was being 
passed to the government of 
Prime Minister Kengo Wa 
dondo for action. 

It was not immediately 
clear how the government 
would respond to the call but 
Justice Minister Gerard 
Kamanda Wa Kamanda said 


the Rwandans could not be 
allowed to stay forever. 

“We cannot be responsible 
for organising the reintegra- 
tion of the Rwandan refugees 
into Zairean society." he told 
deputies concerned about in- 
ternational reaction to such a 
move. 

Meanwhile. Kenyan Presi- 
dent Daniel Arap Moi has 
backed a controversial prop- 
osal to separate Hutus and 
Tutsis in a bid to end blood- 
letting in the small central 
African nations of Rwanda 
and Burundi. 

Kenyan press reports 
Saturday said Mr. Moi de- 
clared that it had been im- 
possible to resolve the con- 
flict between the two ethnic 
groups by other means and 
massacres were continuing. 

"One way of solving the 
problem would be for all the 
Hutus to settle in Burundi 
and all the Tutsis in Rwanda, 
or vice versa." Mr. Arap Moi 
said, speaking Friday in 
Embu, “100 kilometres 160 
miles)north of Nairobi. 

One Western diplomat 
here described the idea as 
“iconoclastic and danger- 
ous," stressing that it 
breached the African post- 
independence principle -of the 
inviolability of borders estab- 
lished in colonial times. 

Rwanda was gripped by a’ 
three-month-long genocidal 
civil war last year, in which 
more than 500.000 minority 
Tutsis and moderate Hutus 
were massacred by Hutu ex- 
tremists. 

Before the war. like 
Burundi, it had an ethnic mix 
of 85 per cent Hutus and 14 
per cent Tutsis, for respective 
overall population of 


approaching eight and six 
million, the remaining one 
per cent being Twa pygmies. 

The conflict, won last July 
by the Tutsi-led Rwandan 
Patriotic Front (RPF). sent 
some two million people, 
mainly fearful Hutus. fleeing 
abroad or into displaced per- 
sons' camps. 

Burundi has been wracked 
by similar turmoil and its 
Hutu president. Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya. has warned 
that the country risks plung- 
ing into a genocidal war 

'Mr. Arap Moi was speak- 
ing a day after U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State for African 
Affairs George Moose also 
raised the possibility of creat- 
ing a “Hutuland" and a 
“Tutsiland" as a solution to 
the region’s ethnic troubles. 

Mr. Arap Moi met the 
U.S. official in Nairobi 
Thursday following visits by 
Mr. Moose to Rwanda and 
Burundi, which were both 
Tutst-dominated kingdoms 
before Europeans arrived. 

After a press conference in 
Nairobi Friday. Mr. Moose 
was asked by AFP whether 
Washington was studying the . 
possibility of creating sepa- 
rate ethnic . homelands for 
Hurus and Tutsis. “Sure we 
are doing it and many other 
governments are also con- 
sidering it." he responded. 

But the U.S. State Depart- 
ment later denied the re- 
marks. 

“He (Moose) never made 
any such comments." an offi- 
cial said. “The assistant 
secretary of state said both 
Rwanda and Burundi were 
overpopulated. But any ex- 
trapolation beyond bis com- 
ment is baseless." 


at mass Chirac rally 


J0JPIN 



French Socialist candidate to the presidential polls, Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac’s lead over 
elections Lionel Jospin (centre) is greeted by a Mr. Jospin in the presidency race has been 
crowd of wed wishers upon his arrival to a slightly cut but be is stUI comfortably in front 
campaign meeting in Mont-De-Marsan, south- (AFP photo) 
western France. According to recent opinion 




sporadic jeers at the 
announcement of Mr. Sar- 
kozy and Mr. Leotard’s 
names. 

To complete the show of 
conservative unity, former 
President Valery Giseard 
d’Estaing and right-wing anti- 
Maastricht maverick Philippe 
De Villiers, who won 4.7 per 
cent in the first round, were 
given places of honour. 

Only former conservative 
Prime Minister Raymond 
Barre, Mr. Chirac’s unsuc- 
cessful conservative rival in 
the 1988 presidential elec- 
tion, was missing, on a long- 
planned lecture trip to Po- 
land. 

Many Chirac supporters, 
driven in by bus from across 
France, carried banners with 
his apple-tree logo. 

Former French Olympic 
hurdler Guy Drat, the first 
speaker, warned supporters: 
"A race is never won until it’s 
over.” 

Musicians Jean-Michel Jar- 


re and Michel Sardou, as well 
as actress Oaudia Cardin ale, 
pledged their backing for the 
candidate. Choreographer 
Maurice Bejart sent a 
videotaped message of sup- 
port. 

The conservative newspap- 
er Le Figaro said Mr. Chirac, 
a two-time prime minister 
making his third bid for the 
presidency, had reached 
"presidential altitudes” by 
proving he could re-unite 
the right without tying his 
hands and felling hostage to 
anyone. 

Mr. Jospin’s most author- 
itative backers set out to dis- 
miss Mr. Chirac’s charges 
that Mr. Jospin, a former 
education minister, lacked 
statesmanlike experience and 
was a leftover of President 
Francois Mitterrand’s con- 
troversial 14-year rule. 

Mr. Mitterrand came to 
the rescue. He said in a mes- 
sage read at a Jospin rally in 
southwest France Friday 


night that Mr. Jospin “is able 
to preside tomorrow over the 
destiny of the republic with 
his known qualities and com- 
petence.” 

Mr. Jospin denied that Mr. 
Mitterrand, who has so far 
paid lip service to his pres- 
idential bid, was only luke- 
warm. “We phone each 
other, we see each other, we 
write to each other. Let 
everyone be reassured, we 
3re together,” he told the 
rally. 

Former European Com- 
mission President Jacques 
Delors said Mr. Jospin could 
open a new chapter in French 
history. But Mr. Delors, who 
was favourite for the pres- 
‘idency before deciding 
against running last Decem- 
ber, was non-committal on 
speculation that he could be- 
come Mr. Jospin’s premier. 

"There is room for every- 
one in tomorrow’s France," 
he said in an interview with 
the newspaper Le Monde ; 
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Fighting, shelling rock Sarajevo 
Bihac; diplomats seek new truce 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
Fighting and shelling rocked 
Sarajevo and the Bihac en- 
clave Saturday, while relative 
calm reigned elsewhere in 
Bosnia, two days before the 
end of a much-violated four- 
month truce here which di- 
plomats of the major powers 
are seeking to save. 

Several tank, rounds im- 
pacted in the Hrasnica sub- 
urbs of Sarajevo and on the 
Igman road leading out of the 
dry. Sarajevo Radio, though 
no casualties were reported. 

Heavy machine-gun duels 
were beared by AFP corres- 
pondents overnight from the 
frontline Jewish Cemetery on 
the left bank of the Miljacka 
River that runs through the 
besieged city. 

U.N.protected Bihac 
town, in the northwestern 
Bihac enclave, was hit by 
nine shell rounds overnight 
Friday and six rounds im- 
pacted in “safe areas" around 
the town. U.N. Protection 
Force spokesman 
Lieutenanr-Colonel Gary Co- 
ward said. 

“We think the BSA (Bos- 
nian Serb Army) and RSK 
(separatist Croatian Serbs) 
were responsible." for shell- 
ing the town and its outskirts, 
he said, adding that fighting 
was continuing Saturday 
southand southwest of the 
area. 


Sarajevo Radio, reported 
Howitzer, tank and cannon 
fire against Bosnian army 
lines close to Bihac since 
early Saturday and said 
several people, some of them 
children, had been wounded 
in Bihac town in Friday's 
shelling. 

Serb radio, broadcasting 
from the Serb stronghold of 
Pale outside Sarajevo re- 
ported that two young girls 
had been wounded in Had- 
zice southwest of the city by 
Bosnian mortar fire. 

With the fighting con- 
tinuing. envoys of five major 
powers met in Paris for three 
hours Friday apparently 
seeking to devise a formula of 
sanctions measures and 
agreements to unblock a new 
and effective ceasefire (or 
Bosnia. 

Diplomats and military 
analysts here blamed Jack of 
political progress on why the 
current ceasefire, which runs 
out officially at noon (1000 
GMT) Monday, had failed to 
hold. 

A French Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman said the so-- 
called “contact group" which 
met in Paris Friday — Bri- 
tain. France. Germany. Rus- 
sia and the United States — 
would meet again Wednes- 
day in London and Friday in 
Paris seeking “mutual recog- 
nition between the states of 


the former Yugoslavia." 

Asked in Belgrade Friday- 
on the likelihood of Mr. 
Milosevic, original patron of 
the Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic, recognis- 
ing Bosnia-Herzegovina, EU 
mediator said simply: “There 
is a dialogue going on and 
we’ll have to wait and see." 

Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbcgovic has promised to 
agree to a new uuce if Mr. 
Milosevic recognises his 
country and applies pressure 

on the breakaway Serbs to 
end their siege of Sarajevo 
and agree to the international 
peace' plan. 

The plan, put forward last 
year, awards the Serb rebels 
led by Mr. Karadzic 49 per 
cent of the country with the 
remainder for the majority 
Muslim-Croat federation. 

U.N. special envoy 
Yasushi Akashi was mean- 
while expected in Sarajevo 
Sunday to see both warring 
parties and continue his own 
rounds of shuttle diplomacy 
between the two sides seek- 
ing a deal. 

’ The Bosnian government, 
which insists it would still 
rather have a political deal 
than continued fighting, has 
rejected appeals to continue 
the truce withoui any move- 
ment from the Serbs to 
accept the plan, fearing that 



A Sarqjevan 1 couple runs across "sniper ave- opened fire on a U.N. bus passing by. Nobody 
nue’’ in the centre of Sarajevo, after snipers was wounded in the incident (AFP photo) 


simply extending the truce 
now- would ease pressure on 
the Serbs to give up territory 
and accept the plan. 

Militarily, the two fighting 
forces are now thought to be 
much closer to equality in 
strength than at the start of 
the war. 

A Western diplomat, 
speaking on conditions of 
anonymity, said Friday. “I’m 
not sure whether they both 
want to fight at present... A 
lot of what is going on now- is 
about worrying the other side 
into submission," he added. 

Meanwhile, the U.N. Pro- 
tection Force said Saturday 
Bosnian Serb forces have 
fired two phosphorous shells, 
banned under the Geneva 
conventions, into a house in 
Maglaj. northern Bosnia, in- 
juring two people. 

A Serb tank fired the two 
shells into the house shortly 
afternoon Thursday. Two 
people were badly burned 
and one of them had to be 
transferred to hospital at 
Zenica. one of the main 
towns in central Bosnia. UN- 
PROFOR spokesman Major 
Herve Gourmelon said. 

Under the Geneva conven- 
tions. phosphorous shells can 
only be used to destroy obsta- 
cles in the path of troops and 
not against soldiers in battle, 
still less against civilians. 

U.N. staff and the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross were investigating the 
incident, Maj. Gourmelon 
said. 

In Croatia separatist Serbs 
kiUed four Croatian motorists 
on a highway crossing cease- 
fire lines Saturday in retalia- 
tion for the murder of a Serb 
by an embittered Croatian 
refugee. U.N. officials said. 

Five other Croatians in 
cars peppered with Serb gun- 
fire on the E-70 Motorway 
were unaccounted for and 
U.N. officials said they might 
have been detained by rebel 
militiamen demanding the re- 
turn of the slain Serb's body. 

The motorway, reopened 
in December under a U.N.- 
mediated accord, was dosed 
after the outbreak of armed 
violence — a setback to the 
three-year-old U.N. effort to 
reconcile Croats and the re- 
bel Serb minority in the ex- 
Yugoslav republic. 


More Aum sect followers arrested in Japan 


TOKYO (AFP) - Three 
more followers of the Aum 
Supreme Truth religious cult, 
suspected in last month's 
deadly sarin gas attack here, 
were arrested Saturday, 
police said. . 

Koichi Ishikawa, 26, was 
arrested on suspicion of forc- 
ibly confining an Aum mem- 
ber who tried to defect from 
the doomsday sect, while 
Yasuyo Senoo. 30, was 
apprehended for allegedly 
helping to hide a sect mem- 


ber wanted by police on 
abduction charges. 

Yoshiaki Tanabe. 33. was 
arrested on suspicion of 
violating the wireless and 
telegraphy act, police said, 
without elaborating. 

News reports said Mr. Ishi- 
kawa was believed to be Aum 
founder and guru Shoko Asa- 
hara's chief secretary. 

Earlier Saturday, police 
arrested Shinya Asano, a 
member of the Aum sect, on 
suspicion of attempting to 


steal address lists from a driv- 
ing license office in Tokyo 
last year. 

Mr. Asano, 26, was dis- 
charged Friday from his post 
as a sergeant of the Self- 
Defence Forces (SDF) on 
allegations that he had leaked 
confidential information to 
the Aum sect. 

His arrest came a day after 
Takahisa Shirai, another 
SDF sergeant, was arrested 
for allegedly throwing a fire- 


tomb at Aum's headquarters 
in an effort to disrupt police 
investigation. 

Police refused to disclose 
the total number of Aum 
followers so far arrested, but 
news reports put it at more 
than 100 . 

Aum is suspected of car- 
rying out a sarin gas attack on 
Tokyo's subway system on 
March 20. which left 12 peo- 
ple dead and some 5,500 
others injured. 


Chechen truce holds despite sporadic attacks 


SLEPTSOVSK, Russia (R) 
— Russian forces in 
Chechenya said they were 
attacked several times by 
separatist rebels overnight 
and Saturday morning, but a 
shaky truce introduced Fri- 
day appeared to be holding. 

Interfax News Agency 
quoted the Russian command 
in Chechenya as saying four 
servicemen had been badly 
wounded when the rebels 
shelled Russian positions 
near the village of Nozhai- 
Yurt around 6 a.m. (0200 
GMT). Two of the men later 
died in hospital, it said. 

The news agency said a 
Russian post in the Chechen 
capital Grozny was attacked 
soon after midnight |2000 
GMT Friday) while another- 
post in the town of Shall in 
the east came under mortar 
fire. No one was hurt, Inter- 
fax said. 

Interfax did not say if the 
Russians returned fire in any 
of the incidents. The Russian 
military told the agency their 
troops "strictly observed the 
truce.” 

The agency's report could 
not be independently con- 
firmed. 

Sporadic artillery shooting 
could be heard Saturday in 
the settlement of Sleptsovsk 
outside Chechenya’s western 
border coming from the 
separatist stronghold of 
Bamut 25 kilometres away. 

Reporters were not 
allowed to approach Bamut. 
where Chechen rebels have 
been resisting Russian 
attacks for three months. 

President Boris Yeltsin has 
ordered his troops to cease 
fire in Chechenya until May 
12 to avoid fighting during 
celebrations in Moscow of 
the allied victory over Nazi 
Germany, due to be attended 
by 50 world leaders. 


The rebels and Russian 
commanders held talks Fri- 
day in the village of Novye 
Atagi south of Grozny. But 
the outcome of the meeting 
showed that there was still 
little ground for a long-term 
political settlement in the 
volatile region. 

Interfax Friday quoted 
officials from the' southern 
region of Ingushetia, border- 
ing Chechenya. as saying 
Chechen military commander 
Aslan Maskhadov and Rus- 
sian General Gennady 
Troshev agreed at the talks to 
exchange wounded and pris- 
oners of war. 

But they said Mr. Maskha- 
dov refused 10 formally join 
the truce and reiterated de- 
mands for the withdrawal of 
the Russian troops, sent last 
December to quell 
Chechenva’s independence 
bid. 

Russian independent NTV 
television Friday quoted 
Gen. Troshev as saying the 
rebels also refused" to lay 
down their arms, rejecting 
the demand which Moscow 
sees as a precondition for a 
political settlement. 

The Interfax and NTV re- 
ports could not be indepen- 
dently confirmed. 

Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev has said that if no 
political solution is found by 
May 12 hostilities would re- 
sume. 

NTV said that despite the 
truce Russians continued Fri- 
day to concentrate special 
forces capable of fighting re- 
bels in the southern moun- 
tainous region — the last 
bastion of the separatists 
squeezed out from northern 
and central Chechenya. 

A fighter from Bamut told 
Reuters Friday that the re- 
bels were also preparing for 
fresh fighting. 
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A Russian soldier carrying a grenade launcher walks up a 
hill to take position at a checkpoint near Bamut (AFP photo) 

Vi f" s r sia J?. Prime Minister opposing Russian troops i 
Viktor Chernomyrdin said Chechenya,” ITAR-TA 9 
hf U i2« y 3 “asefire °nkTed news agenev quoted Mi 
^.,irf , °h SC0W ™ 9«*enya Chernomyrdin as telling 
could be extended beyond meeting of his new nolioc: 

the original deadline nf Ma.f hi™- .Cus-i.™: po mc : 


, . . Lft YUIIU 

the original deadline of May 
RIA news agency said. 

"The moratorium o’n milit- 
ary action in Chechenya 
might be extended beyond 
the May holidays," the agen- 
cy quoted Mr. Chernomyrdin 
as saying. 

"I have staled before and 
state now that we are ready 
10 hold talks with armed units 


bloc, which aims to run 
December parliamentai 
elections. 

"We are ready not only I 
have talks but also to ceas 
nre. We have proposed t 
introduce a moratorium c 
combat actions and this c< 
vered not only the period u 
to May 10 - 11 ,” he said. 
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Opinion & Analysis 



Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 
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One-eyed security 

THE TORTURE to death by Israel of a 
Palestinian detainee suspected of being a 
member of Hamas is in no way surprising 
given the green light that had been officially 
given to Shin- Beth security interrogators to 
resort to whatever force necessary when 
questioning Arab suspects. Even before last 
November’s decision to grant Shin Beth 
“more leeway” in interrogating Palestinian 
activists, Israeli security agents were allowed 
to use -‘moderate physical pressure,” on 
detainees, a euphomism for using physical 
and mental duress against Palestinians when 
in custody. 

The extent to which Israel is prepared to 
go in its violent crusade against perceived 
threats to its security and the safety of its 
citizens can be better gauged when the lax 
guidelines accorded Israeli interrogators and 
their accomplices, Palestinian collaborators, 
are examined in light of additional informa- 
tion linking Israel to a broader and well- 
coordinated effort to combat and destroy 
Palestinian opposition groups wherever they 
are found. Israeli Mqjor General Han Biran 
was more than blunt when he told the Israeli 
daily newspaper, Haaretz, Friday that his 
troops must kill more wanted Palestinians. 
“We suppose there are still four or five 
squads we must kill,” the general admitted 
to the newspaper without a token of reserva- 
tion. 

The total picture, therefore, becomes 
clearer every day about Israeli intentions to 
kill or torture to death Palestinians opposed 
to the peace process. A couple of weeks ago, 
three Palestinians were shot point blanc by 
plain-clothed Israeli agents in broad daylight 
because they were suspected of being mem- 
bers of a Palestinian extremist faction poised 
to strike at Israeli targets. 

Must we remind Israel that there may be 
acceptable ways to combat violence and there 
are methods that are not. Killing suspects 
right, left and centre is not exactly the proper 
way to prevent violence because that could be 
counter-productive. Likewise, torturing de- 
tainees is not something that the internation- 
al community would condone no matter how 
grave the threat is. 

Israel prides itself as having ratified two 
important human rights treaties. But an 
examination of how the Israelis are applying 
the accords would make current Israeli 
policies and practices with regard to Palesti- 
nians unquestionably illegal under both 
domestic and international law. The Jewish 
state cannot continue to brag about its deep 
and unwavering commitment to democracy 
and the rule of law as long as it persists in ; 
treating Palestinians so brutally and unlaw- 
fully. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


COMMENTING ON a visit to Jordan by U.S. Ambassa- 
dor to the United Nations Madeleine Albright on Tuesday. 
May 2, a writer in AI Ra’i daily said that the American 
visitor would not find a true friend among the ordinary 
Jordanian citizens. Why does Ms. Albright want to visit us. 
when she always provokes the feelings of the Arab people 
and describes Israel's confiscation of Arab land around 
Jerusalem as a legal act? asked Tareq Masarweh. Ms. 
Albright's announcement of her planned visit came on the 
day when she turned down a request by Royal Jordanian 
Airlines to transport Libyan pilgrims to Mecca and as the 
Arab masses continue to hear her talking about U.N. 
sanctions against the Iraqis and expressing satisfaction with 
Israel’s continued closure of the occupied Arab lands, said 
the writer. Ms. Albright's actions, he said, reflect her 
hatred of the Arabs and Muslims, whom she is visiting in 
the coming week against their will. 

A COLUMNIST in AI Ra’i daily urged the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) and the concerned Arab gov- 
ernments to raise the question of Israel’s continued drive to 
confiscate Arab lands around Jerusalem at the U.N. 
Security Council. A recent Israeli government decision to 
confiscate 53 hectares of Arab land to build settlements 
could help Prime Minister Yit 2 hak Rabin to win votes in 
the Israeli parliamentary elections but certainly the move is 
bound to erode any remaining hope that Israel would 
implement U.N. resolutions and give up occupied Arab 
lands, said Mahmoud Rimawi. 


THE MAIN difficulty that delays starting the development 
of the Jordan Rift Valley is. of course, lack of funding. But 
even if, by any chance, financing becomes available, a main 
obstacle facing the implementation of joint projects on 
both sides of the Jordan Valley is that institutions and 
enterprises, interested in studying, financing, or im- 
plementing any project, do not know if they have to enter 
into contract with Jordan, or Israel, or with both countries 
individually or collectively. 

Legal complications arise not only at the level of 
contracting but also during implementation. How the 
international contractor, for instance, should behave if he 
receives a change order from Jordan. Should be comply or 
wait for an Israeli consent. What if he receives contradict- 
ing instruction. If there would be loans, which party would 
have the right to withdraw funds, or to guarantee the loans 
or, more importantly, will shoulder the obligation to repay. 

On October 1994, the World Bank issued a report under 
the title: “Integrated Development of the Jordan Rift 
Valley.” The report suggested to the parties to decide, at 
an appropriate time, on a developed management struc- 
ture, including a legal entity that would assume legal and 
fiduciary responsibilities for the administration of the 
programme. Examples of the inter-country cooperation 
over project development are: Indus River Commission, 
Canada-USA Great Lakes Commission, and Mexi co-USA 
border area. 

The proposed legal entity may act on behalf of all 
parties. It can be a full-fledged supra-national body created 
by an international treaty, or a development corporation 


with shares owned by the parties. 

Such entity is extremely important with far reaching 
consequences, because the projects talked about, if 
implemented, will cost billions of dollars. 

The entity is not merely a committee of experts, charged 
with simple" coordination. It is a permanent authority, as 
the implementation of some projects takes up to 10 years, 
followed by operation for unlimited time. 

The political, administrative and legal complications of 
this entity are obvious. However, the main risk Is that of 
borrowing money under the several or joint guarantee of 
Jordan. In that case we may repeat our bitter experience of 
financing development by debt, which may lead Jordan to 
another crisis but at a larger scale. 

Israel is already debt-ridden with tens of billions of 
dollars. A few billions more will not change the picture 
radically. Israel does not have to wony about the burden of 
debt service because the American aid will continue to take 
care of settling its obligations. The balance is payable to the 
Israeli treasury by cheque on the first day of November 
each year, but who will settle the debts of' Jordan as they 
fall due. Can the projects pay for themselves? 

The Jordanian economy is less than one tenth of the 
Israeli economy. It is not known how the debt burden of 
the Jordan Rift Valley development can be shared on 50/50 
basis. 

The bi-state authority, proposed by the World Bank, is a 
big issue which has to be studied thoroughly, and discussed 
deeply, before we get involved in some thing that may turn 
out to be a financial and political trap. 


The second bomb of 
Oklahoma City 


By Mustafa Tell 

WHEN I first heard the 
news about the Oklahoma 
City bombing and the chil- 
dren who were killed in the 
day care centre, I couldn't 
help but remember the chil- 
dren I used to work with 
when I worked at a day care 
centre as a student at the 
University of South Flor- 
ida, Tampa. I remembered 
how innocent and pure 
were the children and how 
different they were from 
the society outside. The 
children at that day centre, 
just like children all over 
the world, did not hate. 
They were too young to 
understand the hatred, 
bigotry, sexism and racism 
of their parents, society and 
culture. I took refuge in 
that day care centre even 
when I didn't have to work. 
That day care centre be- 
came my shelter from the 
ugly world of grown ups 
outside of it. It also gave me 
hope for the future; hope 
that some of the children 
will keep their innocence 
and purity as they grow up. 
For me, that meant that 
there will always be hope as 
long as there are children 
out there. When I heard 
that someone had killed 
that hope in Oklahoma City 
I was overwhelmed with 
sadness for the families who 
lost their loved ones and for 
all of us who witnessed 
another blow to humanity. 

My grief for the children, 
their families and for all of 
us w^s interrupted by waves 
and waves of hatred and 


racism that came through 
the U.S. media reports ab- 
out the bomb. I spent the 
night listening to people 
saying that my mother, who 
gave birth to me, and to my 
sister, does not “value life 
as Americans do.” As for 
my father, who spends his 
time in hospitals Dying to 
help people as a doctor, the 
“experts” in the U.S. media 
were telling me that he is an 
“animal” who does not 
“deserve to live.” I heard 
U.S. politicians saying that 
my nieces Zaina (9) and 
Alia (2) “need to be 
punished severely.” Even 
my sadness was interpreted 
as “crocodile tears”.- and I 
was told that “people like " 
me” are not worthy to 
grieve for the American 
people. My fault and my 
family’s was that we did not 
grow up watching baseball 
games eating apple pies. 
We are Arabs and that was 
enough reason for the 
media, the “experts,” the 
politicians and the people in 
the United States to blame 
us for die Oklahoma City 
bombing and then hate us 
for it! 

Well, Suiprise. We did 
not do it. 

Sorry, said the media, the 
“experts," the politicians 
and the people in the U.S.: 

We are sorry because we 
wanted to “ship you back to 
where you belong.” 

We are sorry because we 
wanted to put you in con- 
centration camps. 

We are sorry because we 
wanted to bomb your 
homeland. 


We are sorry because we 
doubted your humanity. 

Well, surprise.That is not 
enongh. 

It is not enough because 
the feelings, the hatred and 
the racism expressed in the 
U.S. media on Wednesday 
and on Thursday (19. 20. 
April) were not that diffe- 
rent from the views of the 
people whom the FBI be- 
lieves are behind the bomb- 
ing. Yet, we are told by the 
U.S. media, the “experts" 
and the politicians in the 
U.S. that the Oklahoma 
City bombing is an “indi- 
vidual” and “crazy” act. 
The hatred expressed by 
these ‘.‘individuals' crazy” 
act is the fame hatred we 
heard on Wednesday and 
on Thursday coming out 
from the media, the “ex- 
perts." the politicians and 
the people in the U.S. That 
is very alarming. The peo- 
ple of the U.S. A, need 
help. Then don't need more 
anti-terrorist laws. They 
don’t need more prisons 
and law enforcement agen- 
cies. What they need is' a 
deep look inside a system 
that .is built on hatred and 
racism. The Arabs and the 
Muslims in the U.S. and in 
the world, do not need apo- 
logies from the American 
people. They need under- 
standing and respect just 
like all the people of the 
world. It is this country and 
the people of this country 
that need the apologies. 
The media, the “experts” 
and the politicians in the 
U.S. need to apologise be- 
cause they built a country 


fidi of hate and racism. 
There is no future for a 
country with so much bate 
and racism as there is today 
in the U.S. Just take a look 
at Nazi Germany and learn. 

We all value life and the 
lives of children all over the 
world. If the media, the 
“experts'* and the politi- 
cians in the U.S. are trying 
to monopolise humanity for 
“Americans,” they are 
wrong. There is no differ- 
ence Detween a mother in 
Rwanda who travelled hun- 
dreds of miles on foot to 
find a safe place for her kids 
and mothers in the U.S. 
The Iraqi parent who came 
out of a bombed . shelter 
holding his dead son in his 
hands is not different from 
the fire fighter who carried 
the dead child out of the 
Oklahoma City federal 
building. The tears that 
drop from Lebanese 
mothers, Israeli mothers, 
Palestinians mothers, Bos- 
nian mothers, Angolan 
mothers, Sudanese 
mothers, Guatemalan 
mothers, Nicaraguan 
mothers, Sri Lankan 
mothers and mothers all 
over the world are not diffe- 
rent from the tears of the 
Oklahoma Gty mothers. 

Let that be the lesson of 
Oklahoma City bombing so 
we can put out the racist 
and hatred bomb that ex- 
ploded afterward. 


Mustafa Tell is a Jordanian 
Journalist living in 
Minneapolis/U. S.A. He 
contributed this article to 
the Jordan Times. 


Israeli leaders’ failure to make ‘imaginative 
leap’ for peace threatens Oslo accord 


Michael Jansen 

IN A major and highly sig- 
nificant address to Amer- 
ican Jewish leaders in the 
U.S.. Israeli- Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres said on 
Friday that Israel had 
reached its "security border 
along the Jordan” in 1967 
and achieved its essential 
"strategic depth.” Mr. 
Peres said that Gaza had no 
security significance and 
that “ail that remained to 
be decided was who should 
rule over the people” in the 
West Bank. 

This revealing statement, 
reported Friday by Israel 
Radio in its English bulle- 
tin. makes it clear that Mr. 
Peres, -the architect of the 
Oslo accord with the 
Palestinians, has no inten- 
tion of fulfilling the terms of 
that accord, especially 
when it comes to the two 
fundamental issues of with- 
drawal and self-rule for the 
Palestinians. 

According to Article 1 of 
that accord, the aim of the 
negotiations in the peace 
process was. ultimately, to 
achieve a permanent status 
agreement which would 
“lead to the implementa- 
tion of Security Council Re- 
solutions 242 and 338.” Re- 
solution 242 makes it clear 
that the withdrawal should 
take into account the princi- 


ple that the “acquisition of 
territory by war” is “in- 
admissible” and. therefore, 
that Israeli withdrawal from 
the territories occupied in 
1967 should be total or near 
total. 

If. however. Israel in- 
tends to retain control of 
the West Bank and to per- 
manently fix its "security 
border along the Jordan." 
there can be no imple- 
mentation of these resolu- 
tions. 

If one adds Mr. Peres' 
latest pronouncement to a 
statement made last July 
during a visit to Cyprus, it 
becomes clear that the posi- 
tion of the present Labour 
leadership on the issue of 
withdrawal mirrors that of 
the previous hardline Likud 
government. At that time 
Mr. Peres stated, in reply to 
a question during a press 
conference, that Israel had 
complied with the provi- 
sions of Resolution 242 
when it withdrew from 
Sinai, which amounted to 
80 per cent of the territories 
occupied in 1967. 

It would seem that Israel 
sees its evacuation of 60 per 
cent of the Gaza Strip as an 
additional, most generous 
territorial concession in 
realisation of the withdraw- 
al provisions of Resolution 
• 242 with respect to the 
Palestinian occupied terri- 


tories. 

Mr. Peres' assertion that 
“all that remained to be 
decided was who should 
rule over the people" in the 
West Bank also contra- 
dicted the terms of the Oslo 
accord, which states as the 
first aim of negotiations 
that an “elected Interim 
Palestinian Self-Governing 
Authority" should assume 
that responsibility “in order 
that the Palestinian people 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip may govern them- 
selves according to demo- 
cratic principles." 

Mr. Peres' statement 
makes it dear that Israel 
has only been using Palesti- 
nian “terrorist” attacks — 
the lack of security . for 
Israelis — as a means for 
stalling on the implementa- 
tion of the provisions of the 
Oslo accord calling for “re- 
deployment” of Israeli 
troops “outside populated 
areas" and the holding of 
elections. That shows Israel 
has no intention of ulti- 
mately withdrawing from 
the West Bank and ending 
the occupation, without 
which, the Arabs insist, 
there can be no comprehen- 
sive regional settlement. 

The fact that these re- 
marks came from the "man 
of peace" and the 
"architect of the Oslo 
accord." on the Israeli side. 


demonstrates that he is not 
prepared to depart from the 
messianic Zionist ideology 
which seeks the creation of 
grearer Israel on ail of 
Palestine. Labour politi- 
cians. however. tTy to com- 
ouflage their adherence to 
this ideology by staking 
their claim on the basis of 
"security borders" and 
“strategic depth," two con- 
cepts made obsolete by 
modern weapons technolo- 
gy- 

Many years ago a wise 
Israeli military man. the 
late general Yehoshafat 
Harkabi. told this corres- 
pondent that his people 
would never begin to trear 
the Palestinians fairly or 
strive to reach a just settle- 
ment with the Arabs until 
Israelis stopped speaking of 
“we" and “ours" all the 
time. They had to make the 
leap of imagination that put 
them into someone else's 
Shoes and enable them to 
see a problem from the 
other's point of view, he 
said. It is dear that the men 
who framed the Oslo 
accord — which mighr have 
launched a true settlement 
process — have not yet 
made that leap of imagina- 
tion. Instead they still speak 
only of “we” and “ours” 
and have no intention of 
"sharing" Palestine with its 
native people. 



LETTERS 


‘Quick fixes’ that 
fix nothing 


To the Editor: 

I WAS most encouraging to read your editorial co 
“Tools for right use" (Jordan Times, April 26) about 
moves to amend the Traffic Law. It demonstrates 
understanding of what is required to improve Jo; 
dreadful road safety record which, sadly, the res 
authorities do nor seem to have grasped. 

Following His Majesty the King’s timely pronoun 
ments on the subject, one couid almost hear theses 
authorities belatedly saying “Help! We must do some^ 
thing." However, the something they have predictably 
resorted to is the easy option of passing new laws to 
“prove" that they're on the case. What it proves, in fact, is 
quite the opposite: That those whose formal responsibility 
it is to address the problems either do not understand those ; 'j 
problems or do not regard them as worthy of considered 
attention designed to achieve genuine, long-term, solu- 
tions. 

A comprehensive coordinated, continuing, effort is 
required on many fronts for many years if the deteriorating 
situation is to change. Instead, all the people of Jordan 
have so far been offered by those who should know better, 
but transparently do not, is a standard “quick fix” which ; 
may be quick but which will fix precious little. 

It is most heartening to know that, in contrast to tfee? 
formal authorities, there are those such as the Jordan 
Times and the Jordanian Society for the Prevention 6N 
Accidents which share this opinion and which actually^ 
know what they are talking about. Perhaps, therefore, iris';, 
now time for these other concerned parties to increase the' 
pressure on those who are officially entrusted with redres- 
sing the traffic situation.. A national campaign, supported 
by the press and coordinated with schools and universities, 
could be just the thing to do the trick. 


John Dales, 
Amman. 


Child or Monster? 


To the Editor: 

IT CAN be very boring to sit in a doctor's waiting 
room until it is your turn. Especially when you are a 
three year old boy. 

Little Abed did his best, trying to find some 
interesting pictures in the magazines on the table. He 
was not very successful as the magazines mostly 
covered political, fashion, or househouid matters. 

Suddenly he saw a little yellow sponge ball, and he 
started kicking it around happily. His father looked 
.up from his newspaper, and scolded him. “If you 
won’t put the ball immediately back where you found 
it, the doctor will come, and give you an injection.” 

I could not believe what I heard. From now on 
little Abed will be horrified of going to doctors, even 
though they just want to help him. 

For a short while the little boy tried to sit still, but 
then his natural desire to move, and do something 
became too strong, and he started playing with the 
door handle. His mother, being completely absorbed 
by the latest fashion in a magazine hissed at Abed “If 
you don’t stop that, the police, who is standing 
outside will put you in prison?” 

Little Abed was stunned. So was I. 

He ran back to his chair, and sat down,. dangling 
his legs, looking around desperately to find some- 
thing to occupy himself with, without facing terrify- 
ing consequences. 

The colourful corner of the doctor’s assistant 
equipped with all sorts of funny muppets, and 
decorated with cards caught the little boy’s attention. 
He slowly moved to this inviting, and fnendiy place 
just looking at all the interesting things standing 
around, when again the stern voice of his father 
threatened him, “Come back here, and sit down, or 
the nurse will come and hit you!” 

As everybody can- imagine this was not the first 
time that I witnessed a situation like, or similar to 
this, and I ask myself what kind of people these 
children will become when they grow up full of fear 
of everything. Can't parents try to understand what's 
going on in their children’s minds, put themselves in 
their position, instead of threatening them as if they 
were little monsters? 

On April 12 a three day conference about 
children’s rights started. I wonder if the results of this 
conference included also the rights of children to be 
brought up as little personalities, who are allowed 
moving around freely without being crippled inside by 
unnecessary fear. 

Cece Masarweh, 
Amman. 


Turkey and the Kurds 

To the Editor: 

TURKEY WAS a main proponent of the military 
operation in northern Iraq to protect the Kurdish 
population there on “humanitarian" grounds. 

Now the Turkish authorities declare, tongue in 
cheek, that they are determined to put an end to the 
resistance of the same group of “terrorists.” i.e. the . 
Kurds, at all costs. The invasion of a neighbouring | 
country is thrown into the bargain. | 

3. 


Dr. Omar NagOj 
Amman. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions hoto 
its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Lcttets 
intended for publication, however, should contain the. 
writer s full name and preferably address as well. Hriaes 
can be withheld only upon request and under 
circumstances. Letters are subject to editing. The ne““ 
er is not responsible for the return of unused manr 



* t-- 


4 


1 


**. 

. < " 
~T‘- 


—.V 


a 

i 


il serv 


i a 


■ *i? : 


-A 


w - 


M s ’ 




« t 

‘r tr 
Vjfc 
* -5 

? * * 
rv 

'» i 
***** 



Ih rt! 







***** Um k 


Why Islamists 
are accused 
of violence 



. f ,h "* 

' 3l = n '“Pte 


!iild or Monster? 


i-diior. 


4 »• 

; 1 - 


•hcl ViJU Si 


• * "k" »■ : . 

j- - , , « - * % • 

• • ■ 1 :inil wt 


' ‘ " • lai'k J 

' J i m ' . i l" ‘ . . 

- "■ -_jZine; niK 

* ■# . . * . 1 ' _ <■ 

- nuns 

TsJ-. ! r .. 

• ’■ ' j: ball, in 

i-at.lv .: . 1 : J. 


; ri:\ rv.' 

• •• • • T Hi a 


*r 

_vi. ? *•' . 

- - - • . i."> Gicajt 

•.J ’"c i.v * v a 

. rwiwi 

c-t a .. : .■ 

. . j. C0ft.il: 

a ; 

■ . ; ■ — 

1 ’ m "■ • .■ 

.it >nll r. 


„ . *nitK 

*/:• ■/ ; . •• : 

-•ni “iDl 


. . - : j Ym 


. ■ AW. 

* • * ... I . .' 

•uni 


\ r •. _ .i. i *• ’ - 



• ■ : . •. nrJ & 

1- 



HBto women refugees stand in line for food at a refugee camp which refugees have started to leave for the Rwandan capital Kigali 
tbe massacre (AFP photo) 


before 


By Terry Leonard 

The Associated Press 

NAIROBI, Kenya — 
Rwanda’s latest bloodlet- 
ting has strengthened the 
hand of extremists who 
want to topple its govern- 
ment and set back for years 
efforts to rebuild the shat- 
tered country. 

The killing of at least 
2.000 refugees by govern- 
ment soldiers, and reports 
that more are being killed 
as they head home, has 
outraged donor govern- 
ments and endangered the 
flow of badly needed aid. 

Tbe slaughter also dam- 
aged moves towards nation- 
al reconciliation after last 
[ yew’s genocide, and sent a 
.dating message to more 
’than 2 million refugees still 
outside the country that it 
may not be safe to return 
yet. 

“Suddenly it seems there 
are no good guys in Rwan- 
da," stud Care spokesman 
Mark Richardson. “I don’t 
know if it’s a death knell, 
but some son of bell is 
sounding for Rwanda." 

&> far, tbe government 


Kibeho massacre will set back for 
years efforts to rebuild Rwanda 


has done little to shore up 
its credibility, shattered by 
the killings at Kibeho camp 
Saturday. 

Prime Minister Faustin 
Twagiramungu has pledged 
to punish the guilty if an 
inquiry shows the army 
planned the attack. But 
President Pasteur Bizimun- 
gu has claimed that only 300 
people were killed and that 
the army had been 
attacked. 

“The government doesn't 
help itself by inisting that 
only 300 died at Kibeho- 
when anyone with a televi- 
sion set knows the figure 
was much, much higher,” 
said Care's Richardson. 

Rwanda survives on fore- 
ign aid and expertise — and 
much of the aid has been 
tied to repatriating refugees 
outside of Rwanda. With- 
out it, there would still be 
no electricity, no running 
water, no telephones. 


There would be precious 
little food and medicine. 

The Kibeho massacre, in 
a single stroke, endangered 
the flow of that aid. 

The Netherlands 
announced it would sus- 
pend S30 million in aid 
promised to Rwanda this 
year. The European Union 
(BUI, which has given $940 
million in relief to Rwanda 
over the past year, is reas- 
sessing its policy. 

The Kibeho massacre 
also could help extremist 
Hutu militiamen and for- 
mer Hutu government sol- 
diers to “make good on the 
threat to invade the coun- 
try," said Ray Wilkinson, 
spokesman for the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR). 

The deaths confirm re- 
fugees' fears that they will 
not be safe at home, a fear 
that Hutu extremists have 
exploited to slow the return 


of refugees and thwart re- 
conciliation. 

"The issue of reconcilia- 
tion surely has been put on 
the back burner for the 
foreseeable future,” Mr. 
Wilkinson said. 

Just six months ago. the 
U.N. World Food Program- 
me (WFP) had estimated it 
would take one to two years 
to repatriate the 2 million 
Rwandan refugees outside 
the country. 

Because of Kibeho, that 
process will be take years 
longer, said WFP spokes- 
woman Brenda Barton. 

“Now, ihere is no end in 
sight,” she said. 

The WFP operation 
alone for the Rwanda crisis 
costs about $1 million a 
day. Extending it and other 
relief efforts for years will 
cost staggering amounts of 
money. 

“Who is going to come 
up with that kind of 


money?" UNHCR’s Wil- 
kinson asked. 

“I think the man on the 
street in London or some- 
where else is going to throw 
up his arms in horror and 
say this just goes on and on 
and on,” said Mr. Wilkin- 
son. “He will say it doesn't 
seem to be worth it. We 
give our money and these 
people go on killing each 
other.” 

Donor fatigue already is 
a fact of life in Rwanda. 
Shah ary ar Khan, the U.N. 
special envoy to Rwanda, 
said weeks before the mas- 
sacre that the donors who 
pledged $577 million in 
1995 aid in January already 
were losing patience with 
the slow pace of change in 
Rwanda. 

“This anack by soldiers 
of the Rwandan Patriotic 
Army (RPA) very seriously 
jeopardises the efforts at 
national reconciliation both 


by the Rwandans them- 
selves and by the interna- 
tional community.” Cana- 
dian Foreign Affairs Minis- 
ter Andre Ouellet said in a 
statement. 

“I remind the Rwandan 
authorities that it is their 
duty to establish a climate 
of confidence to encourage 
the return of refugees," 
said Mr. Ouellet. 

Rwanda has announced it 
would intensify efforts to 
dismantle refugee camps in- 
side its borders. But 
UNHCR officials point out 
it has not ensured their 
safety in their home vil- 
lages. 

That was underlined 
Tuesday by reports that at 
least nine refugees from the 
Kibeho area were kilfed on 
their return to their village 
and more than 1.000 have 
been imprisoned in a bank 
in the village of Ngenda. 

“The government cer- 
tainly has lost its credibil- 
ity.” said Mr. Wilkinson. 
“Lots of people have lost 
their lives. Reconciliation 
has been put on the back 
burner. Who has won anyr 
thing? Nobody." 


Postal services get a ministry stamping Weighing the scales 
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tion of the post office. We 
require that small change 
be available at all offices at 
all times... that all types of 
stamps are available at ev- 
ery office... that managers 
make sure that all scales 
are properly balanced... 
mat employees do not stick 
me stamps on the letters... 
that all of our customers 
are treated kindly and with 
respea. Postal directors 
should make sure that 
these regulations are fol- 
lowed, otherwise severe 
measures will be taken 
against violators.” 

Hashem Qudah, under- 
scretary for the Ministry 
or Communications and 
Postal Affairs, sent a 
seven-page letter in re- 
| fae querries 
Jord an Times. 
Mr Oudab said he perso- 
nally inspected a number of 

rhe serious- 
•lasP ness °* the complaints. The 
already 
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■ r * K ' V cere 1* ^.office mana- 
Srf-F 6 tong reshuffled 

- " ’rJ? effS m the thal the 
■t ^ of the Offices 

" V ji' ■ at ^*** e undersecret- 
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Of j change was li- 
i® insisting that the 
»st office should have all 
dominations at all times, 
v'hother ministry official 
l)r- '■ l ? ,IKed out that customers 
.jnSitf®- r en d °n’t insist on their 
hange — a disincentive for 
ntployees to keep it on 
' tnd. 

V i >1 agree that there is no 
- . ^cuse for not having 
v ^nge on hand, especially 
‘‘ ‘ \Wl most post offices are 
' close to banks. But, if 

. Comers don’t insist." he 


said, “employees won't 
leam that they have to have 
it at all times. We need the 
customer to start insisting." 

The problem of missing 
and delayed mail, especial- 
ly from the United States, 
is more difficult to tackle, 
ministry officials told the 
Jordan Times. Officials 
said that last year “several" 
dispatches — each dispatch 
consisting of three to four 
bags — originating abroad, 
in particular from the U.S.. 
and destined for Jordan 
had been reported missing. 
However, the officials 
strongly denied that em- 
ployees pilfered for trea- 
sure in international mail. 

As for opened letters and 
packages, officials pointed 
out that customs and secur- 
ity have the right to open 
and inspect mail entering 
and leaving the Kingdom to 
ensure that no illegal mate- 
rials are being posted. 

Mr. Qudah wrote that 
the ministry was well aware 
of missing mail, particular- 
ly from the U.S.. and that 
the mintstpr had been in 
contact with the United 
States Postal System 
(USPS) since March over 
the issue. Most internation- 
al mail that goes missing 
never arrives in Jordan, he 
asserted. Therefore, he 
said, it is incumbent on the 
country in which the mail 
originates to follow up the 
matter, which USPS offi- 
cials have promised to do. 

Other officials added 
thar the ministry has in- 
creased its staff at Queen 
Alia Airport to handle the 
volume of international 
mail, avoid delay in deliv- 
ery and ensure better 
security for incoming mail. 
The ministry will have at 
least two round-the-clock 
employees to improve ser- 
vices, officials said. 
Through continuous com- 
munication with the USPS 
and Royal Jordanian, offi- 
cials said that the problem 
has been corrected, for the 
most part, since late 


March. 

Another official pointed 
out that some mail arriving 
from abroad is often not 
appropriately addressed, 
or. as in the case of publica- 
tions. the sleeve with the 
address is missing. An en- 
tire room at the postal 
ministry is dedicated to 
such mail. 

Mr. Qudah said that one 
of another common cause 
of mail not being delivered 
is faulty address, or. no 
address. The ministry has a 
department that tries to lo- 
cate the correct address of 
the addressee, and it does 
send letters on for delivery 
if the address is found. 

If no address is found, 
the ministry returns the 
parcel to the sender if the 
letter is from outside the 
Kingdom; providing a re- 
turn address is written on 
the parcel. If the mail is 
from inside Jordan, the 
ministry holds the parcel 
for six months- If it is a 
registered parcel, the 
ministry retains it for one 
year. After these time 
periods, the mail is des- 
troyed. 

If a parcel includes “im- ‘ 
portant things" such as per- 
sonal papers etc., the par- 
cel is kept at the ministry 
for five years, after, which 
time it is put into the minis- 
try safe. 

Passports and other offi- 
cial documents are sent to 
the appropriate authorities. 

“The citizen can help us 
by writing the accurate and 
complete address on the 
envelope." he said. 

Publications, he said. 


often arrive without an 
address. If you subscribe to 
a publication, you can reg- 
ister your name at the 
ministry to ensure its arriv- 
al at the proper address. 

The delay in receiving 
international mail, he said, 
is due to the lack of suffi- 
cient facilities at the central 
post office, which is the 
only post office that hand- 
les incoming and outgoing 
international mail. The 17- 
year-old building cannot 
accommodate the enor- 
mous volume of mail arriv- 
ing - , which in 1994 
amounted to 83 million 
parcels — all of which is 
sorted by hand. Furth- 
ermore. the office now 
handles all incoming and 
outgoing Iraqi mail which 
further strains the ability 
for timely delivery. 

Tile ministry, he said, has 
plans and land for a new 
building with electronic 
sorting equipment, but un- 
fortunately. no finances to 
undertake the project that 
is estimated to cost JD 8 
million. 

All ministry officials dur- 
ing interviews with the Jor- 
dan Times expressed their 
willingness to hear com- 
plaints from the public. 

“The citizen is most im- 
portant to us and his com- 
plaints help us do our job 
properly," Mr. Qudah 
stressed. 

Should you have a com- 
plaint, address your grie- 
vance to the manager of the 
post office you frequent, 
then address any postal 
official at the ministry. 


(.Continued from page 1) 


imbalance of the scales 
generally works in favour 
of the customer. 

The ministry has plans to 
install electronic scales at 
Amman's 48 post offices to 
ensure accurate weighing. 
But the cost of each scale. 
JD 1,000. means that this 
will only happen gradually. 
For now, the ministry has 
installed two electronic 
scales at _ both the down- 
town post' office and the 1st 
Circle. Jabal Amman 
office. Mr. Qudah said that 
this year the ministry plan- 
ned to bring three more 
scales programmed with 
postal rates to the down- 
town post office and the 


central post office in Abda- 
li. 

The undersecretary did 
not comment directly in his 
fax about the resulting 
postal charges at office out- 
side the Inter.Continental 
Hotel 4^ long a source of 
complaint of foreigners and 
locals. Another official re- 
sponsible for the office said 
that this particular incident 
was being investigated and 
said he would submit a 
recommendation for puni- 
tive action against the em- 
ployee(s) involved. 

The undersecretary said 
that he is now insisting that 
all employees provide 
. stamps to be attached by 
the customer to avoid “mis- 
communication and mis- 
trust.” 


Jordan regrets U.N. refusal 
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Second suspect held 

(Continued from page 1) 


lived intermittently since 
1993. was the site of an unex- 
plained explosion earlier this 
year outside the home of an 
apparent McVeigh acquaint- 
ance. 

Agents examining motel 
rooms and questioning 


friends in an effort to trace 
McVeigh's movements — 
and find where he got his 
money. 

It was learned Friday that 
McVeigh stayed at the Impe- 
rial Motel in Kingman for 
almost two weeks before 
turning up in Kansas 


treaty with Israel, which calls 
for the elimination ot 
weapons of mass destruction 
in the region. 

Mr. Kabariti has warned 
against the dangers that 
Israel's nuclear reactor poses 
to Jordan in light of its pro- 
ximity ro Jordanian cities, de- 
manding international safety 
guarantees and international 
inspection of the reactor. 

The Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee of the Lower House of 
Parliament Saturday express- 
ed concern about Israel’s fai- 
lure to sign the NPT. criticis- 
ing the major powers for 
“exempting Israel" from 
signing the treaty. 

'President of the Commit- 
tee Abdullah Ensour said 
Mr. Kabariti will soon brief 
the committee on Jordan’s 
position on the issue. 

Tunisian Foreign Minister 
Said Ben Mustafa who ar- 
rived in Amman Saturday 
with Mr. Kabariti on his way 
home, said he was satisfied 
with the outcome of the 
NAM meeting on the NPT. 

The Jordan News Agency’. 
Petra, quoted Mr. Mustafa as. 


saying that the most impor- 
tant decision of the meeting 
was "the agreement on the 
general principles governing 
the issue of nuclear non- 
proliferation.” 

Palestinian Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouk Kaddoumi. who 
also arrived here on board 
the same flight as Mr. Kabar- 
iti. said Arab states had in- 
sisted that no country be ex- 
empted from joining the 
NPT. 

Mr. Kaddoumi said Israel's 
refusal to sign the NPT 
“means that Israel has nuc- 
lear arms and threatens the 
Arab region with them." 

Meanwhile, an Israeli- 
Palestinian committee said 
that Israel must sign the 
peace treaty like alf other 
states in the region. 

The Committee for Israeli- 
Palestinian Dialogue, estab- 
lished by Oriental Jews, said 
in a fax to the Jordan Times 
that over 15 Israeli non- 
governmental organisations 
have signed a document de- 
manding that the Jewish state 
enter the NPT. which will be 
up for renewal in the U.N. 
next month. 


Tbe f (Mowing article is 
translated from tbe 
Islamist weekly , Al 
Sabeel. It was written in 
response to an article 
written by tbe newspap- 
er's editor , Hilmi A I 
Asmar. Translations of 
selected articles from tbe 
Arabic Press will appear 
on this page on regular 
basis from now on. 


By Mohammad Nawwaf 
Kasji 

IN HIS column "more than 
just a word” that appeared 
in a previous issue of the 
Islamist weekly AI Sabeel, 
Hilmi Al Asmar (the pap- 
er's chief editor) sought to 
investigate why Islamists 
are accused of violence, ex- 
tremism and terrorism. Mr. 
Asmar tried bard to refute 
this accusation in an effort 
to prove it as being base- 
less. 

I hope Mr. Asmar would 
permit me to express my 
opinion in this very delicate 
topic and to say frankly: 
Yes... Islamists are culprits. 
This, in my opinion, is 
based on solid facts. 

First of all, I would beg 
Mr. Asmar to agree with 
me that there is a big differ- 
ence, in meaning and con- 
cept, between the two 
words "Muslims'* and 
Islamists.” Muslim are 
those who believe in Islam 
as a faith and a way of life. 
A Muslim is one who spares 
people any harm be it ver- 
bal or physical. Islamists, 
on the other hand, are 
those who understand Islam 
as a stria religion which not 
only negates all other 
ideologies but fights them. 
If we base our argument on 
this difference between 
Muslims as the ordinary 
faithful and Islamists, as 
those who carry the sword 
and use terrorism and vio- 
lence to propagate theiT 
cause, it would become 
easier to understand this 
attitude adopted by the 
West and by some Arab 
politicians towards Islam in 
general. 

The west, brother Hilmi. 
does not incriminate Islam 
as a religion, and does not 
rejea it as a faith. This is 
especially true since the 
West respect other creeds 
that are pagan in nature and 
accepts millions of moder- 
ate Muslims who have been 
living in the West for de- 
cades. I have been one of 
them. I lived in West Ger- 
many, Denmark and 
Sweden. Many Muslims in 
the West have acquired the 
nationality of the countries 
they are living in and they 
perform their religious rites 
with complete freedom and 
dignity. They have the free- 
dom to express their opin- 
ions and perform their rites 
as long as they stay away 
from violence and ’blood- 
shed. 

You accuse “the politi- 
cians of this nation” that 
they do not confront those 
who accuse Islamists of 
being terrorists. I think 
you forgot what His Majes- 

S King Hussein and His 
oya! Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan have been 
saying in the United Na- 
tions, Washington, Paris 
and London., and ignored 
tens of seminars, speeches 
and press conferences 
where His Majesty and the 
Crown Prince exerted all 
efforts to explain Islamic 
principles, the glory of 
Islam and the humane na- 
ture of Islam and its call for 
democratic shura. 

In my opinion and in the 
opinion of those who follow 
up western media, the 
bright picture that the King 
and Crown Prince drew ab- 
out Islam in a civilised style 
and in a language under- 
stood by the West, had 
served Islam and Muslims 
millions of times more than 
what the assassins and 
muderders have done who 
you, Mr. Hilmi, are defend- 
ing and calling “the nation’s 
stars and moons.” When I 
read the arguments you put 
forward to defend these 
people, my heart was filled 
with sadness and bitterness 
for this handicapped logic 
that comes from an intellec- 
tual who is supposed to lead 
the nation into the right 


path. 

The world has changed, 
Mr. Hilmi. AU over the 
globe, people condemn ter- 
rorism and violence., 
whether it was moral or 
!.. Islamic or Jewish. 
Violence in the 21st century 
is rejected and all of those 
who employ or promote it 
are rejected too. How then 
can you defend those who 
are responsible for seas of 
blood being shed in Alger- 
ia, Pakistan, Afghanistan, 
Egypt and other places... In 
Algeria alone, and in less 
than three years, the Islam- 
ists have lulled more chan 
30,000 Muslims and hun- 
dreds of foreigners. 

The Algerian Islamists 
are in war with the govern- 
ment and not with the peo- 
ple. Whey do they fight the 
Algerian people then? And 
why do they threaten the 
state's employees with li- 
quidation if they went to 
their ministries, depart- 
ments or institutions? 

Why do they prevent the 
girls and boys from going to 
their schools and colleges? 
Which law and which reli- 
gion sanctions its propo- 
nents to plant car bombs in 
populated areas in the heart 
of the cities killing tens of 
innocent citizens. Which 
law and which religion per- 
mit its leaders and followers 
to kidnap girls from schools 
and slaughter them like 
sheep and throw their de- 
capitated heads on their 
colleagues at schools? 
Which law and which reli- 
gion permit its followers to 
plant explosives in cinemas 
in Amman and Zarqa and 
detonate them on the heads 
of cinema goers? Which law 
and which religion let its 
followers kill tourists and 
foreign diplomats in Egypt. 
Algeria, Lahore, Kabul and 
the Philippines? When a 
deranged person shot the 
French diplomat in Wadi Al 
Mujib what did this ignor- 
ant achieve for his nation 
and for his religion? 

Brother HUmi you are 
trying to find an excuse for 
these people. You say: “If 
you find among the Islam- 
ists one who is taken by zeal 
or has committed some fol- 
ly here or made a mistake 
there, he alone would be 
the one responsible for his 
own doing.” 

What is happening here is 
not only someone who is 
taken by zeal and is not a 
matter of a secluded inci- 
dent of someone protesting 
injustice. What is happen- 
ing here is that leaders, 
groups and institutions are 
recruiting members, arming 
them and setting them loose 
in this world to mess it up 
and fill it with terror and 
demolition. They are in 
Egypt, Algeria, Kabul. La- 
hore, Tehran, the Philip- 
pines and even in New 
York, Paris and London. 
They operate in every city 
and are present under all 
circumstances. They speak 
the same language, the lan- 
guages of violence, the lan- 
guage of the sword and 
bullet. 

We are not looking here 
at some “individual prac- 
tices". We are not dealing 
with one foolish or stupid 
artion. We are dealing with 
leaders, fronts and orga- 
nised groups that kill, 
slaughter and demolish, un- 
fortunately in the name of 
Islam. 

Can those be the nation's 
moons and stars? Is this 
what you are defending? 
Are those the messiahs who 
to straighten things, follow- 
ing eternal constitution of 

God? Is this what the eter- 
nal constitution asks them 
to do? Unfortunately the 
consequences of those peo- 
ple’s, actions do not befell 
them alone. No, they are 
infringing on Islam and 
Muslims. The world has 
changed my brother Hilmi. 
We are on the threshold of 
the 21st century and on this 
earth there are peoples, na- 
tions and other civilisations 
who have scientific and eco- 
nomic forces that no one 
can ignore. We are forced 
to hve with them. And vio- 
lence is no way for coha- 
bitation these days. Vio- 
lence, regardless of its 
form, is spumed, locally, 
nationally and mentation- 
ai. Islamists do not employ 
but violence. And it i s no 
wonder the world outcast 
them. 
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Higher oil prices may remove ’95 
budget deficits of Arab Gulf states 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states could have 
deficit-free budgets this year 
for the first time in nearly a 
decade if oil prices remained 
strong and they maintained 
projected spending, econom- 
ists have said. 

The six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCQ states, which 
control nearly 45 per cent of 
the world’s crude, projected 
an average ofi price of be- 
tween $12 and $16 in 1995 
and again trimmed spending 
to tackle the deficit. 

“Ofl prices have singed by 
nearly 20 per cent since the 
beginning of the year and this 
means an increase of nearly 
10 per cent in GCC oil earn- 
ings/’ said Henry Azzam, 
chief economist of the Saudi 
National Commercial Bank. 

“If prices maintained the 
same level through the year 
and member states did not 



sharply 

or even disppear,” he told 
AFP by telephone from 
Jeddah. 

Oil prices reached their 
highest level in a year this 
week, exceeding $18. The 
price of Brent crude of the 
North Sea climbed to $18.74 
for June delivery while the 


price of OPEC's basket of 
seven crudes stood at $18.69 
on Tuesday compared with 
$18.69 on Monday. 

Until April 20, oQ prices 
averaged around $17, much 
higher than their 1994 aver- 
age of around $15.90 and 
1994’s of $16.33. 

Economists said the situa- 
tion could be much better if 
the U.S. dollar was strong as 
most GCC cun-encies are 
effectively pegged, to the 
greenback. 

They noted the increase in 
earnings was partially offset 
by the decline in the dollar 
against major currencies 
since it means a higher im- 
port bill. 

Oil provides more than 80 
it cent of the income of 
states — Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Oman, Kuwit, 
Qatar, and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). A sharp 
decline in oil prices has 
forced most of them to slash 
expenditure and withdraw 
from their overseas reserves 
to bridge the budget gap. 

Spending cuts in 1995 more 
than halved the combined 
GCC deficit to around $9.63 
billion from $17.3 billion in 
1994. 

The deficit hit a record 
$61.2 billion in 1991 due to 


£ 


per o 
GCC 


huge financial contributions 
to a coalition drive to eject 
Iraqi invasion forces from 
Kuwait. 

The biggest deficit cut 
occured in Saudi Arabia, the 
world’s top oil producer and 
exporter. It slashed the short- 
fall by around 62 per cent to 
nearly $4 billion from $10.6 
billion after curing expendi- 
ture to around $40 billion 
from $42.6 billion. 

“The improvement in oil 
ices is a pleasant surprise 
t the GCC countries,” Mr. 
Azzam said. “It is a positive 
development that wfl] affect 
their income unless they are 
tempted by the higher prices 
to boost spending.” 

Experts said oil prices had 
improved because most 
members of the 12-nation 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
were respecting their output 
quotas and there have been 
growing speculation embar- 
go-hit Iraq would not resume 
oil exports shortly. 

Economists said Iraq's re- 
fusal to accept a United Na- 
tions resolution authorising 
limited oil sales was good 
news for GCQ producers as 
this bolstered prices and en- 
abled them to keep produc- 
tion levels. 


“Although OPEC is pro- 
ducing above its ceiling, the 
increase has remained limited 
and could be easily absorbed 
by the market given the high 
demand in the first quarter," 
said Yusuf Khalifa, econo- 
mics professor at the UAE 
university. 

“But the most important 
factor for the strong prices is 
that Saudi Arabia and other 
key Gulf producers are stictly 
observing their quotas. There 
is no doubt the continuation 
of such a situation will greatly 
help their attempts to restore 
balance to their budgets and 
economies.” 

A breakdown by the state- 
run E mirates Industrial Bank 
(EIB) showed all GCC coun- 
tries suffered from budget 
shortfalls in 1995. The deficit 
stood at $3.3 billion in 
Kuwait, $320 million in 
Bahrain, $290 million in the 
UAE, $800 million in Oman 
and $900 million in Qatar. 

“The decline in GCC 
spending by 3.7 per cent this 
year will have limited nega- 
tive effects on the economy,” 
ELB said in a study. ‘The 
economies of member states 
are expected to generally sta- 
bilise and some of them will 
achieve growth rates similar 
to those in 1994.” 


ThelLN. 
is bankrupt’ 

CANBERRA (R) — United 
Nations Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali said Friday the 
United Nations was bankrupt 
and the persistent failure of 
U.N. members to pay levies 
was one of his greatest frus- 
. trations. 

“I am bankrupt — the 
U.N. is bankrupt. This is one 
of my greatest frustrations,” 
Dr. Ghali told a National 
Press Club luncheon in Can- 
berra. 

“I knock on the door of all 
the member states — please 
we need your contribution — 
I am not very successful,” he 
said. 

The U.N.'s 185-member 
states were supposed to pay 
their levies in January, but 
only 25 to 30 paid on time 
and some hz$3 not paid at all, 
Div^Ghali said. 

“I have done everything to 
convince the member states 
that it’s very difficult to oper- 
ate with this chronic financial 
crisis,” he said. “I have no - 
way to put pressure on the 
member states — they are my 
clients and have to respect 
their rights.” 

A Sydney-based U.N. 
spokesman said the organisa- 
tion had “no mney in the 
bank,” but added it could not 
be tectonically bankrupt as it 
was not a legal entity which 
could borrow money or have 
reserves. 

On Thursday, the United 
Nations proposed a 4.2 per 
cent cut in overall spending 
for the first time since 1974. 


Fed efforts towards soft landing 
for U.S. economy seem to bear fruit 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — A 
slowdown in U.S. economic 
growth in the first quarter of 
this year suggests that the 
Federal Reserve’s (Fed) 
seven interest rate hikes in 
the past 15 months are suc- 
ceeding in achieving the de- 
sired soft landing, analysts 
here say. 

The U.S. economy grew by 
a moderate 2.8 per cent in the 
first three months of 1995, 
the weakest growth since the 
summer of 1993, the Com- 
merce Department said Fri- 
day, a marked slowdown 
from the 5.1 per cent in the 
fourth quarter of 1994. 

The increase in gross 
domestic product was Tower 
than analysts’ forecasts of a 
three per cent increase, add 
was a marked slowdown from ■ 
1994, when GDP for the 
whole year grew 4.1 per cent, 
tire economy's strongest 
showing in a decade. 

Commerce Secretary Ron 
Brown welcomed the first 
quarter figures, saying “the 
economy is moving to a more 
sustainable long-term growth 
path.” 

Delos Smith, an economist 
with the Conference Board 
said the figures were “right in 
the middle of the target” 
aimed for by the U.S. central 
bank, adding “I am sure the 
Fed is celebrating with cham- 
pagne." 

The Fed started raising in- 
terest rates early last year in 
an effort to slow the eco- 
nomy’s steep growth and 


forestall inflation, aiming at a 
growth rate of 2.5 to three 
per cent, which it considered 
appropriate for sustainable 
growth with low inflation. 

The challenge now faring 
the Fed is to maintain a 
steady growth rate while de- 
tecting any warning signs that 
the economy is speeding up 
again, or sliding back to 
stagnation and recession, Mr. 
Smith said. 

Other analysts, however, 
said that a detailed study of 
the first quarter economic fi- 
gures painted a less reassur- 
ing picture. 

John Lonsi, chief econom- 
ist with New York ratings 
agency Moody’s noted that 
growth in consumer spending 

— which accounts for about 
two-thirds of GDP and has 
been the driving force behind 
the -U.S. economic recovery 

— had slowed markedly in 
January to March. 

Consumer spending grew 
just 1 .4 per cent, a quarter of 
the increase in the previous 
three months. 

Another sign of a rapid 
slowing was a 0.6 per cent 
drop in exports, Mr. Lonski 
said, while a marked increase 
in factory stocks suggested 
that given the slowdown in 
consumption, production was 
likely to drop further. 

“If we don’t have a re- 
bound of consumer spending 
an exports... there is a risk 
that the U.S. economy will 
slow down to less than two 
per cent,” growth, Mr. Lons- 


ki warned. 

On the consumption front, 
preliminary indications for 
April are hardly encouraging, 
he said, pointing to the per- 
sistent weakness in retail 
sales and a 10 per cent fall in 
auto sales during the first 
three weeks of this month. 

Auto sales fell 10 per cent 
in the first three months of 
this year. 

But Mr. Lonski said he 
expected consumption to 
pick up in the second quarter, 
given that disposable income 
grew much faker than prices 
m the first quarter — 4.4 per 
cent against 1.4 per cent. 

And the fall of the dollar 
should help boost exports, 
which Mr. Lonski expects to 
increase~by 15 to 20 per cent 
against in the coming 
months. 

Analysts here generally 
feel the latest figures make it 
unlikely that the Fed will 
raise interest rates again in 
the near future, for fear of 
tightening the screw too 
mudi and pushing the eco- 
nomy back into recession. 

This will not please 
Washington’s major trading 
partners, notably Japan and 
Germany, which have been 
urging higher U.S. rates to 
try to curb the slide of the 
dollar, which has lost 20 per 
cent of its value against the 
yen in the past four months. 

But Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin has argued 
that there is no sign of infla- 
tion risk 
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ASK YOUR DOS IF 
HE WANTS TO COME 
OUT AND PLAY.. 
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O.K. I’LL MEET 1 
YOU IN YOUR 
OFFICE IN 
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Dollar’s fall takes its 
toll on Iranian economy 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
reliance on the weak dollar 
for its oil revenues and its 
growing debts in strong cur- 
rencies have created a serious 
balance of payments problem 
here, analysts said Friday. 

Iran has seen its oil income 
shrink in value because of the 
dollar's continuing fall, while 
its debt, mainly payable in 
strengthening currencies such 
as yen, marks and Swiss 
francs, has grown, they said. 

The greenback’s spectacu- 
lar drop of 20 per cent since 
autumn has offset an increase 
in oil prices over the same 
period, an increase which 
Iran had been banking on to 
ease its debt. 

As Iran gets 80 per cent of 
its hard currency from dollar- 
tagged oil sales, it has suf- 
fered a five per cent decrease 
In its purchasing power in a 
few weeks, said Mohasen 
Yahyavi, a member of the 
Iranian parliamentary oil 
committee. 

The dollar's fall affects all 
the oil producing countries 
but Iran is particularly 
vulnerable as Germany and 
Japan are its main creditors. 

A third of Iran's $35 billion 
short and middle term debt is 
priced in marks, yens and 
other strong currencies, ex- 
perts said. 

Tehran is protected by a 
fixed exchanged rate provi- 
sion in its contracts with 
Japan, but the same does not 
apply to its debts to Ger- 
many. 

The seven to eight billion 
marks owed to the Germans 
will now cost Iran an extra 
$600 million if the greenback 
sticks to its current level, a 
European expert estimated. 

Western analysts fear that 
Iran’s drive to honour its debt 
would be compromised if the 
dollar does not regain at least 
some of its former value. 

In an attempt to meet its 
debt commitments, Tehran 


has slashed its Imports by two 
thirds in two years and has 
stopped supporting its cur- 
rency, causing a sharp rise in 
.inflation and a severe social 
crisis. 

“Another one or two bil- 
lion dollars to pay could be 
heavy to bear as there are 
already serious doubts about 
Iran's ability to pay back the 
debt without further resche- 
duling,” a European analyst 
said. 

Iran's debt servicing over 
the next five years is expected 
to cost between $6 and $7 
billion annually, according to 
Western experts who esti- 
mate that Tehran will find it 
difficult to reduce its imports 
below this year’s $11 billion 

Experts believe the coun- 
try’s combined oil and non- 
oil exports will generate, at 
best, SIS billion annually, of 
which nearly S2 billion have 
been earmarked in advance 
for oil investments. 

“In this strained financial 
context, a sustained drop in 
the dollar could have far 
more devastating effects on 
Iran's economy than the oil 
embargo that the United 
States has been considering,” 
one expert said. 

The difficult situation 
“shows our vulnerability and 
our extreme dependance 'on 
the dollar,” said the Iran 
News, a daily newspaper 
close to the government. 

Several parliamentary de- 
puties have called on the 
12-nation Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) to set oil prices 
within a currency basket to 
reduce the impact of the dol- 
lar's fluctuation. 

“OPEC will have to take a 
decision at its next ministerial 
meeting on June 18, in Vien- 
na/’ said Iran News, which 
added that an emergency 
meeting should be held ear- 
lier if the situation continues 
to deteriorate. 


Japan mulls way. 

to cope with 
dollar mountain 


TOKYO (R) — Japan, hol- 
der of the world’s largest 
official foreign exchange re- 
serves, would like to trim the 
amount of dollars it holds in 
the long-term but cannot 
make drastic changes now, 
senior finance ministry offi- 
cials said. 

“It is desirable to allocate 
foreign reserves in a number 
of currencies in the long run, 
but we can’t take any action 
in the near term," a senior 
ministry official told Reuters 
this week. More than 90 per 
cent of Japan’s foreign re- 
serves, which hit a record 
$141 SI billion at the end of 
March, are believed to be 
held in U.S. dollars. Curren- 
cy details are not disclosed. 

Finance Minister 
Masayoshi Takemura hinted 
at reducing dollar assets ear- 
lier this month, telling repor- 
ters: “Such portfolio reshuf- 
fling can be considered as a 
part of long-term reserve 
management strategy.” 

In the longer term, it is 
worth giving serious thought 
to catting back on dollar 
assets and instead parking 
some funds in other curren- 
cies, a government source 
said. 

The dollar's depreciation 
of more than 20 per cent 
against the yen this year has 
prompted calls from Japan's 
ruling coalition to boost mark 
assets while unloading dol- 
lars. 

But the finance ministry, 
which is in charge of the 
country’s reserves manage- 
ment, is cautious. 

“There hasn't been any 
policy change in the manage- 
ment of external reserves,” 
another senior ministry of fi- 
nance official told Reuters. 

His remarks were in re- 
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sponse to a media report 
which said the ministry would 
soon have to stop buying * 

U.S. treasuries using external J- ' 
reserves. >• 

"If we sell dollars 
marks in the current volatile ^ 
market, it would strengthen 
the mark even further/' the ^ ; *7 / i ** 
first finance ministry official -- * 1 
said. ; ■ j j { 

Also, he added, such an . <-k ///*•* 
action would not conform '»■ L 
with coordination among ma- * t 
jor nations in the currency., - * *■ 

market. 

The Group of Seven na- 
tions Tuesday agreed that an 
orderly reversal of recent cur- 
rency movements was desir- 
able. 

The dollar hit a record low ■ 
of 79.75 yen on April 19. 

“We can’t take any action 
until the market shows signs 
of long-lasting stability,” the 
first ministry of finance offi- 
cial said. 

One way to gradually 
reshuffle the reserves, the 
official said, would be for 
Japan to ask international 
lending institutions to repay 
loans which Japan had pre- 
viously made, in currencies 
other than dollars. Such 
loans, however, cover only a 
small portion of the foreign 
reserves, he noted. 

A third ministry.of finance 
official said that increasing 
gold reserves was no solution 
either, and would contravene 
a 1978 understanding among 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) members. 

That agreement committed 
IMF members to not increase 
their gold boldines from 
levels existing at that time 
and instead treat the IMF's 
credit -units, called Special 
Drawing Rights (SDRs), as a 
major reserve asset. 
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Professor says U.N. should 
bring ROC in from the cold 


WASHINGTON — An 
American jurist said that 
the United Nations and the 
rest of the international 
community should realize 
that it is unconscionable to 
deny Taiwan a proper place 
in the international com- 
munity. 

James Finerman, profes- 
sor of law at Georgetown 
University, said at a confer- 
ence on contemporary 
Chinese law that Taiwan, 
with its economic strength 
and willingness to contri- 
bute to the international 
community, should be 
given the opportunity to 
enjoy the international par- 
ticipation that it seeks. 

Finerman said that the 
United Nations can take 
the first step by allowing 
Taiwan to participate as an 
observer or permitting 
Taiwan to join peripheral 
specialized organizations. 


Finerman noted that 
Taiwan has made some in- 
roads in recent years into 
international non- 
government organizations, 
but the specialized orga- 
nizations of the United Na- 
tions remain closed. 

He said that it is in- 
admissible for a nation of 
Taiwan's size and promin- 
ence in the international 
community to be denied 
access to the United Na- 
tions. 

“As the principal inter- 
national organization in the 
world," be said, “the Un- 
ited Nations needs to re- 
mind itself of its principle 
of universality." 

The conference was the 
second of its kind spon- 
sored by the Eastern Law 
Division of the Library of 
Congress. The first confer- 
ence on contemporary law 
was held in 1992. 



‘This doughnut has 1 5 grams of fat. 
If I’m really careful, I think I can 
chew around them.” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD 'GAME 
by Henri Arnold and HUm ArgMon 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, io form 
four ortSnary words. 
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Sorry, George - 
it’s empty 



WHAT THE FARMED 
ATTEMPT TO MILK 
OlV BETSY TURNS? 
OUT TO BE 


Now arrange the cnrled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles SNOWY WHEAT SCHOOL BANGLE 
Answer Whai you get for a dollar these days — 

LESS CHANGE 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY APRIL 30, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Steer dear of an argument this 
morning and then enjoy social activities in the afternoon, but be 
practical tonight. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Seek the pleasure activities which do 
not cost too much, and you can have a fine time just the same. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You find it difficult to get a talent 
working this morning, so get out and be sodal, and later do whatever 
will build up your energy. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) The situation at home may 
be tense this morning, but later tonight all is smoother. Exercise tact 
and control today. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Attend some fine philosophical lecture 
today which will help to life your spirits this morning, and then be 
with good friends. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Plan how jo solve some 
problem which you may have regardless of where you may be. Use 
more logic in practical matters. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Your desires are not clear in 
your mind this morning, but after lunch you know what you want to 
do. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) It would not be wise to 
work angles this morning, since later a good partner shows how to 
handle the matter properly. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) A friend could 
confuse you this morning, but later eveiything darifies itself, and 
you can be with good friends tonight. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) This morning is not 
good for going out. but after lunch is an ideal time for such, and 
tonight you can enjoy friends. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You may be confused this 
morning, but by early afternoon you see things more dearly and 
tonight you can gad about town. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Don’t trust your hunches this 
morning. Intuition improves later today. Tonight you can make a 
new associate. 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


THE Dally Crossword 


by Georgs Urquhart 


ACROSS 
1 Fish 

6 Actress Nina 
10 Surrounded by 

14 Prevallng 
weather 

15 Melville novel 

16 Santa — . CA 

17 Mlitaiy 

olficer'r residen- 
tial retreat 

20 Adotescant 

21 Sod 

2 2 Sports complex 

23 Writer John — 
Passes 

24 Gumbo 

26 George C. Scon 
role 

30 Animal 

33 Open to view 

34 Diner sign 

35 Carry with effort 
37 OMIime mail 

wrvhra/Iast 

check-out 

41 Family nickname 

42 Fruit peel 
'42 Mountain 

climber's gadget 
44 Dshonor 
47 Passionate 
4$ Comedienne 
Mantis 

49 Arid 

50 Songwriters' org. 
53 South Korean 

ex-president 
55 Angered 
59 Typed 
johfbumci 
memorabilia 

62 Pointed arch 

63 Perjurer 

64 Similar 

65 Property 
document 

66 Caleb sight of 

67 Singing voice 

DOWN 

1 Jas singing 

2 Ballet move 

3 Carnival 
attraction 

4 Prayer dose 

5 Newsman 
Koppet 


10 

11 

12 

13 

16 
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M ngms itunw 

6 Adjust the lens 

7 Shanf or Bradley 

8 Consoled 

9 Short trip 

10 Noah's landing 
place 

11 Relocate 

12 The doctor — * 

13 Art movement 

18 English school 

19 Cupid's weapon 
23— on(ldofi») 

25 " — Me Kate" 

26 Boston — 

27 Slay away [ram 

28 Uptight 
23 Attempt 

30 Chii con — 

31 Cheer up 

32 Keep tailing - 
34 Layer of stan 
38 Feflow 

38 Roentgenogram 

39 Nimble 

40 Cover 

45 Pulverized 

46 Engrossed 

47 Neighborhood 


Puzzle solved: 





Hfr’ 


<9 Disparage 

50 Footless 
creature 

51 Kitchen he* 

52 Manitoba Indian 
54 pae 


j* Ji ' 

55 — of Capri •- 

56 Devastation." 

57 NVc*y 

58 Forest 
00 — do 
61 Butter 
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World airlines hit profit in ? 94 

(R) — World air- The loot ...uj. .. 
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. of economic news ■ 
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Insurance 
companies 
still seeking 
higher rate 
for vehicle 
third party 

insurance 


GENEVA (R) — World air- 
lines to 1994 made their first 
profit on global routes for 
five years and look headed 

fiL*» ™ bettcr rcsuh “ 

the Internationa] Air 
Traffic Association (IATA) 
has reported. 

IATA said die net overall 
profit made by its 230 mem- 
ber airlines was $1.8 billion 
against a loss of $4.1 billion in’ 
1993. and predicted that on 
present trends they could 

2?j“ ?„^ rth f r net P«>fit of 
53.5 billion this year. 

. This would be the first time 
ajK»be f ore the first oil crisis 
■of 1973 that LATA airlines 
collectively had made a net 
profit of 4.5 per cent on 
revenue from international 
services. 

The figures, announced in 
a speech in New York by 

TATA Director-General 
Pierre Jeanniot and released 
in Geneva, marked a clear 
recovery after four years of 
losses between 1990 and 1993 
which totalled $15.6 billion. 
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irfr THE GENERAL assem- 
bly of the Jordan Insurance 
Companies Federation has 
formal a committee to press 
for floating rates on third 
party vehicle insurance, abo- 
lishing the “unified office'’ 
and trying to amend some 
insurance laws. The federa- 
tion president said that the 
increase in third party vehicle 
insurance rate has reduced 
the losses of insurance com- 


#r J? j 1994 Profit, which re- 

cSSr ■!? 0peratin S surplus 
»Q0 million better than ear- 
lier estimated and reduced 
interest costs on loans, was 
almost double and positive 
nuance of $1 billion IATA 
sard last November it ex- 
pected for the year. 

T .5, Qt Mr. Jeanniot, and 
IATA officials in Geneva 
warned that even combined 
with the expected boost this 
year the long-troubled indus- 
try would still be well below 
an acceptable profit of seven 
per cent on scheduled inter- 
national services. 

The airlines say they need 
to attain this level to enable 
them to make necessary in- 
vestments in new aircraft and 
technology as well as to up- 
date equipment to conform 
with environmental stan- 
dards, and to meet generally 
nsing costs. 

The 1994 profit was only 
1.6 per cent of revenue, and 
the 1995 forecast — an over- 
all operating profit of $9 bil- 


lion, if achieved — would still 

E™ c ? nt short of that 
twget, Mr. Jeanniot told an 
aunnance conference. 

The IATA chief also 


of the 1980s had invested 
heavily in new aircraft were 
especially badly hit, and Gulf 
crisis of 1990-1991 was a 
further blow to revenues. 

But traffic began to pick up 
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ahead -- a ™hTr • y rrafflc began to pick up 

if airlines **** durin « 1993 ^ ' n 1994 

buy spare ufS mJ Passenger movement in- 

WAS” 


^ uvwujmc 

major roadblocks in the form 
of airport and aircraft con- 
straints. And we will have to 
resist excessive demands 
from charging authorities for 
funds to pay for new infras- 
tructure," he declared. 

The last, year IATA mem- 
bers rerurned a profit on their 
international operations — 
which include carrying pas- 
sengers and freight — was 
1989 when the figure was iust 
$300 million. 

As the global economy dip- 
ped into recession, the air- 
lincs which during the boom 
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! . : ^ ttw ay' panies but statistics should be 
~“- s r -scr\--. tt?s prepared and presented ro 
^ the concerned authorities to 
achieve another increase that 
would correspond to the 
volume of losses (A! Dus- 
tour). 


LUXEMBOURG (R) — 
Creditors of the collapsed 
Bank of Credit and Com- 
merce International (BCCI) 
could face months of further 


BCCI creditors face 
fresh compensation delay 

3 fR\ w ... 


Freight traffic grew by 14 
per cent. 

In the first two months of 

1995, Mr. Jeanniot said, pas- 
senger growth was only seven 
per cent but freight was run- 
ning at 16 per cent. Overall 
traffic for the year looked 
likely to grow by 8.5 per cent 
against 10 per cent in 1994. 

Mr. Jeanniot implicitly rec- 
ognised that successful air- 
lines were the major motors 
of the improvement and that 
poor performers were hold- 
ing back a much stronger 
recovery by the industry. 
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JORDAN RATIONAL BANK 

BANK OF JORDAN 

fOODLE EAST INVESTMENT BANS. 

IND USTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
THE HOUSING BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN CULP BANK 
ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

Business bank 

JORDAN INVESTMENT fc FINANCE BANK 

“^““INVESTMENT FOR BOUSING 
AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 
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delays in getting compensa- 
tion after four former bank 
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**THE DIRECTOR of the 
lenders department at the 
Miniary of Public Works and 
Housing said that during the 
past four months, the depart- 
ment dealt with 95 tenders 
worth about JD 80 million. 
The volume was 100 per cent 
higher than the amount of 
tenders during the first four 
momhs of last year. Most of 
the tenders dealt with design 
ot sup ervision and with con- 
ducting feasibility studies on 
projects to be carried out in 
1996 (A1 Dustour). 


employees appealed Friday 
against a $1.8 billion settle- 
ment. 

The appeal was filed in a 
Luxembourg court on the 
grounds that the settlement 
would be “contrary to Lux- 
embourg public order and 
would violate the principles 
of equality," the appeal 
document said. 

The settlement with 
BCCI’s main shareholder, 
Abu Dhabi, was termed 
“economically unacceptable 
and not high enough." 

Under the settlement, 
agreed on Jan. 31 as part of a 
global $2.2 billion package, 
payments to creditors had 
been due to begin during the 
summer. 

“It will cause a serious risk 
of a delay for months and 
months (on payouts),” |j 


officials Mansoor Malik and 
Halida Sbafiullan. 

Court-appointed liquidator 
J alien Rodin expressed frus- 
tration at more delay. "We 
were practically ready to pay 
late summer to all the credi- 
tors. Now, because of four 
people, everything will be de- mat deal on May 19. 

d ° n r know how The deal with NCB, its 
long, he said. former chief operating officer 

r n* — Sheikh Khalid Bin Mahfouz 


a settlement of $345 million 
between the liquidators of 
BCCI and the National Com- 
mercial Bank (NCB) of Saudi 
Arabia. 

Judge Maiyse Walter told 
the court she would 
announce her decision on 
that deal on May 19. 


In return, the liquidators 
would drop a $10.5 
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at the initial stage. Output is 
pipected to rise to a max- 
imum of 150,000 suits at a 
later stage (AJ Aswaq). 


The appellants are Nasir 
Mahmud, a former BCCI 
branch manager, Ali Qayum, 
an ex-international officer in 
London, and former bank 
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* * THE INTERMEDI- 
ATE Petrochemical Iiidus- 
Company earned JD 5.8 
muuon from sales last year 
F°®parwl to JD 5.04 million 
^1993. Yet, dne to higher 
mteniational prices for raw 
.materials fo addition to lower 
JJPPhes fo outside markets, 
m P 0 ^ a foss of 

r.. 26 ^F lbetweenJan - It® 

■103,679 profit m the second 
5“ d year. The com- 
W ^ total “sets of JD 
million at the end of last 
y«|i compared to JD 10.54 
the end of 1993 (A1 
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The court takes its summer 
recess from July 15 to Sept. 
15. So unless the appeal is 
heard within the next two and 
a half months, it win have to 
wait until the autumn and 
first payments to creditors 
may be delayed until the end 
of the year or later. 

The 250,000 creditors had 
expected a first payout of 
about 20 per cent of money 
they lost when BCCI, once 
one of the world's largest 
private banks with more than 
$20 billion in assets, col- 
lapsed in July 1991 amid 
allegations of massive fraud. 

Mr. Baden estimated that 
about $8.5 million was lost in 
interest each month that the 
creditors had to wait for their 
money. 

In a separate legal process 
on BCCI, Mr. Baden put 
forward his case Friday for a 
Luxembourg court to accept 


and an associate, Pakistani 
banker Haroon Khalon, 
would settle allegations that 
they were involved in cover- 
ing up the BCCI scandal. 

NCB is expected to agree 
to pay into the settlement if it 
does not have to admit liabil- 
ity for the collapse of the 
bank and drops counter 
claims against BCCI. 


- — — ■ billion 
lawsuit filled earlier against 
Mr. Mahfouz and NCB, a 
former customer and investor 
in BCCI. 

Under a separate arrange- 
ment, $180 million already 
paid to the district attorney of 
New York would be handed 
over to the liquidators if two 
conditions were im- 
plemented. 

Mr. Baden told the court 
that these conditions were a 


apjed agreement from Mr. 
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ahfouz and agreement 
from the liquidators to use 
strict screening procedures to 
prevent money being paid 
out to "dishonest people", 
such as money launderers 
and drug traders. 
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FURNISHED APARTHBfT FOR 
RENT IN UM AL SUMMAQ 

3rd floor, 3 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, super 
deluxe furniture. 

Abdoun Real Estate. 

Tel. 810605, 810609, 810520 
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1 Hour Service 


Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


;t*:u / 

V :v : .'x 

for rent 


• JUMBO phwtm 
0—30% ~ 


CnrTmcy 
U.5. Dollar 


SMribic Pound 


DeoUche M»k 


SwiB Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yu 


European Currency link 


I MTU 


5.81 


6.25 


4.25 


3.25 


7.87 


I.t5 


6. IS 


3 MT1IS 


5.93 


6.62 


4.3 7 


3.75 


£ MTHS 


29/4/1945 
12 MTHS] 


6.06 


6.25 


6.87 


4.37 


7.75 


1.25 


6.25 


3.31 


7.31 


1.25 


6.15 


7.31 


4.62 


3.43 


6.43 


1.25 


tskrteai M nie< hr siMaau nnHhE UJi. nolln IJaejanOor eqBwikia. 


6.56 


mmo 1 m 

dollar ! ;® 


All Suites Hotel 

F L A T .O. TEL 
4_i*£d Am jii an a^um 
(5J4Muu AJ5 . jLdl 

[5§3g44V 81 669ol 


- Free en f*r*< 
20 x 30 cm 


Deluxe Villas 
^Apartments 
Jn Amman 



SAWABHL 

JREAL estate 1 

864230 

FanfiMbS' 


RENTA CAR 
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Rest Now Try The 
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Newer, Cleaner, More 
Lavishly Furnished or 
unfurnished Villas and 
Apartments 
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CAR 


AT A RELIABLE PRICE 
TEL : 819676 
ABDOUN 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

3*0 pmk 

*X0 - 11:30 p.m. 

* TeL: 861838 
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'Duraclean 

I ‘Flower Fresh 0 cleaning 
tor homes and businesses 



CARPET CLEANING 
I FURNITURE CLEANING 


TEL 836692 



"JF ? efitourcuit TTapa& 

Open * Daily, 
fi-Qtn 

12 a.ni. - 12 p.m. 

Jekri <Ammcui, 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 50 61 
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i Express Lunch JO 7.Q6++ 
// 0»b01ni»r J018JMH+ 
( ******* ****) 





- 29/4/1995 


Cmnuici 

r™ Su 

! Offer 

WrtM Dior 

mnrrrm 


Labaaesc Lira* 

0.04161S 

0.042715 

Saadi Rijal 

■IPH 

0. 1845 

kmnKI Dinar 

mmm 

2 .3600 

Qatari 


-»0. 7905 

Ee»P**“ Fuiad 


0.2700 

Omani Rijal 


7.S7O0 

UAE Dirfuin 

0.1871 

0.7015 

Greek Dradupa 4 

9BVSII 

0.3745 

f JRrfaf Pound 

I.47H 

1.5774 


O D 

valentino 


Rainbow Str. Tel : 625407 


Louis Feraud 


Amra Hotel Commercial 
Center Tel: 864721 




667171 ext 223 

m - 



Quality Furn ished finite 

i ii !■ 


Iy vo » Bed rooms 
HesonafaJe Rates For 


tJhnrtT T roi 
^hort or Long Stay 


SZ^Wfesi 


& gemJjewelryT 




























































































(, 


"1 


i 


in 1 

>r* 

x* 


I r 


ft 


ie 


ft 

.11“ 

jr 1 ' 

IE 1 

er. 

a?' 

N n 

ir* 


3* 


£ 

L r . 


IT-. 


ili 


a- 1 

a 3 - 

?! 

ill 

am 

!*e j 

kv 

Jv: 

lr 


B 


K 


ft 


is 


r< s 


.T 

to* 

n> 

r-i 

P 1 

Pi 


K 




Ki 




|gi 


R 


I: 


t 




£ 


i"j i 




Hi 


J ;■ , 


io sports 


JSF Shield 


Faisali, Ramtha clash today 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 


AMMAN — Irbid’s AJ 
Hassan Stadium will Sun- 
day witness the elimination 
of one of the country's top 
soccer teams, A1 Faisali or 
A1 Ramtha, from the first 
round of the Jordan Soccer 
Federation (JSF) Shield 
competition. 

The knockout tourna- 
ment, grouping the King- 
dom’s 12 Premier League 
teams, is the first of the 
season’s four prestigious 
soccer titles. The other 
three are the Jordan Cup, 
the Cup Winners’ Cup and 
the Premier League. 

A1 Ramtha, who came in 
second place in three of last 
season's championships, 
will seek to upset A1 Faisali, 
last year's Cup Winners' 
and Jordan Cup titlehol- 
ders. 

AI Faisali got off to a bad 
start this year after dis- 
appointing results in the 
Arab Clubs championships. 
They were surprisingly also 


thrashed 4-1 by Al Jazireh 
in the recently-concluded 
Amman Soccer Cham- 
pionship. 

The winner of the Group 
3 Ramtha-Faisali clash will 
.meet newcomers Al Jalil in 
the second round. Al Jalil 
had eliminated Al Russeifa 
1 - 0 . 

The participating teams 
have been divided into 
three groups, the top team 
in each group will play the 
final round to determine 
the winner of the 15th JSF 
Sheild. 

In Group I. titleholders 
Al Hussein Irbid overcame 
Al Ahli 5-4 on penalty kicks 
after the match ended in a 
1-1 draw. 

Amman Soccer Cham- 
pionship winners Al Jazireh 
continued their impressive 
form overcoming Sahab 1- 
0. 


Ai Hussein and AI 
Jazireh will now clash for a 
place in the final round. 

In Group 2, 1994 Premier 
League champs Al Wihdat 
advanced after overcoming 
Al Qadissieb 3-0 on penalty 
kicks after a 1-1 draw. 

Newcomers Al Baqaa up- 
set Kufrsoum 1-0, and will 
next face Al Wihdat. 

Al Faisali, AI Wihdat, 
and Al Ramtha are all after 
a record fourth JSF Sbeidl 
title. 

Al Wihdat were the win- 
ners in 82, 83, 88. Al Faisali 
in 87, 91. 92, and Ai 
Ramtha 89, 90, 93. 

Al Jazireh were the win- 
ners in 81 and 86. Amm an 
in 84 and 85, while Al Hus- 
sein's 1994 win was their 
first and only major title. 

The second round begins 
May 4, and the final round 
May 12. 


2ND ROUND MATCHES 


Hassdn vs Jazireh 
Baqaa vs Wihdat 
JaS vs (Ramtha-Frisdl 


FrL 5/5 
Tin. 4/5 
FtLSIS 


Salt SMimn 
Petra Stadium 
Petra Stadfam 


Bruguera and Ivanisevic 
join injury list 


MONTE CARLO (R) — 
.French.Open champion Sergi 
Bruguera and ' big-serving 
Goran Ivanisevic on Friday 
followed Pete Sampras on to 
the growing injury list among 
contenders for next month's 
Paris Grand Slam event. 

Bruguera, winner at Ro- 
land- Garros for the past two 
years, hurt a knee in the 
second-set of his quarter-final 
against Italian Andrea 
Gaudenzi at the Monte Carlo 
Open as he crashed to a 7-6, 
6-2, defeat. 

Croat Ivanisevic, another 
candidate 'for the.: French 
Open title; made his way into 
the semifinals after an ex- 
traordinary three-sets win 
over Austrian Gilbert Schal- 
ler despite an elbow injury 
which suddenly turned Ins 
fearsome serving arm into a 
purveyor of double faults. 
||jihe fourth seed went to 

"-=*■5 


hospital for x-rays after the 
match amid fears he might be 
forced to pull out of the day. 
court tournament which is 
'proving costly to the top 
seeds. 

On Wednesday world 
number two Pete Sampras 
withdrew after sustaining an 
ankle injury in his opening 
match. He returned to the 
United States for two weeks 
total rest. 

The rising casualty list in 
the - run-up to the French 
Open starting on May 29 can 
do nothing but shorten the 
odds on victory for newly 
enthroned American world 
number one Andre Agassi, 
not playing in Monaco, in his 

S iest to become the first 
ayer since Rod Laver to 
have won all four Grand 
Slam events. 

Fifth seed Bruguera, a 
true day court specialist 


who could be Agassi's most 
dangerous rival in Paris, was 
back in action only recently, 
after an operation on his left 
knee m February. 

“The pain came at 2-2 in 
the second set. Tins time it 
was the other knee,’' the 1991 
Monte Carlo Open champion 
. said after his defeat by 14th 
seed Guadenzi. “I’m not 
worried about Roland Gar- 1 
ros, I'm just worried about 
my knees." 

Ivanisevic had plenty to 
fret about, too, after going to 
the verge of breakdown in his 
win over the unseeded Schal- 
ler. The Croat lost the first' 
set and struggled to level the 
match after a tiebreak in the 
second before serving for the 
match at 5-2 in the third. 

But his elbow seemed to 
seize up as he double-faulted 
four times in a row to give 
Schaller the game. 


MANAGEMENT 

CAREER 

OPPORTUNITY 


/w 

iMCDonaUTs 


Reza Food Services Co. Ltd. - McDonald’s licensee for the Western 
Region, is in need of a Marketing Manager. This person will be 
responsible for managing the overall marketing activities of the region 
and, being in a position of strategic importance, will teport to top 
management The selected candidate will be based in Jeddah. 


Position Specifications 


Extensive background in the marketing field/promotional activities. 
Familiarity with the local marketing media. (Advertising Agencies, 
local newspapers, magazines and television). 

Experience in In-Store Marketing geared towards the local trading 


area. 


Fluency in English essential. Fluency in Arabic highly desirable. 
Knowledge of computerized systems. 


Qualifications 


The candidate should have a university degree, preferably in Marketing, 
with a minimum of five (5) years experience in leadership and 
managerial skills (organizing, planning, motivating, initiating and people 
development). Must be a results oriented person. 


The position offers an excellent salary/benefits package, 
extensive McDonald’s training and offers potential for 
career progression. 


Please send your resume, including one photograph, within 
ten (10) days to: 


AFKAR FROMOSEVEN - AMMAN 
P.O. BOX: 851348, AMMAN 11185, JORDAN 
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Jordan 
plays in 

charity 

tourney 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 


AMMAN — The King- 
dom's Under-22 national 
basketball team Sunday 
plays for 5th place in the 
charity tournament cur- 
rently underway in 
Malaysia. 

Sponsored by the Muni- 
cipality of Greater Am- 
man, the team is represent- 
ing the city of Amman in 
the eight nation tourney 
which concludes today. 

Jordan finished third in 
Group B which also in- 
cludes the Philippines, 
Russia and Thailand. 


Group A includes China, 
Singapore, Malaysia, and Au- 
stralia. The top two teams in 
each group qualified to the 
semifinals in which the Philip- 
pines and China are expected 
to defeat Singapore, and Rus- 
sia and move to the finals. 

Group A and B third place 
finishers Jordan and Malaysia 
will play for 5th and 6th places, 
while winless Thailand and 
Australia will play for 7tfa and 
8th places. 

Jordan had scored their only 
win 81-62 over Thailand. They 
lost 80-75 to the Philippines 
and 52-48 to Russia. 

The tournament is the first 
set for the Kingdom’s U-22 
team which will represent the 
country in the Men’s Asian 
Championship in June. The 
team will also play in the Arab 
U-22 competition scheduled to 
be held in Amman in April 96 
and the Asian U-22 competi- 
tion later next year. 

The team playing in 
Malaysia includes only two 
players above 22: Team cap- 
tain Jihad SsJiba and Marwan 
Saeedi. The rest of the lineup 
is made up of a promising 
young group who have been 
chosen to be the Kingdom's 
new national team. These in- 
dude U-18 stars Zcid AJkhas, 
Ma'an Odeh, Mahmoud 
Sha'aban in addition to Ziad 
Nabulsi. Rjyad Ayesh. Yousef 
Abu Baker, Naser Alawneh, 
and Faisal Nsour. Mohammad 
AI Shamali. Ramez Ham 
moudeh and Ghaith Ennabi 
missed the competition bur are 
also on the team. 

The Jordan Basketball Fed- 
eration has however been criti- 
cised for letting go of many 
veteran players who were still 
ready and able to play on the 
national team. These indude 
Marwan Ma’touq, Yousef 
Zaghloul and Hilal Barakat. 


Magic 

rout 



Celtics 

124-77 


ORLANDO (AP) — Sha- 
quiUe O'Neal, who guaran- 
teed the Orlando Magic 
wouldn't be swept in the first 
round of the playoffs again, 
kept his word Friday night by 
leading a 124-77 rout of the 
Boston Celtics. 

The Atlantic Division 
champions buried memories 
of last year's three-and-out 
showing against Indiana,- rid- 
ing O'Neal’s inspired play 
and improved free throw 
shooting to a 47-point defeat 
of Boston, worst in the Cel- 
tics' storied history. 

The victory relieved the 
Magic of a burden that even 
the best record in the Eastern 
Conference couldn’t lift dur- 
ing the regular season. Orlan- 
do won 57 games but strug- 
gled down the stretch, losing 
seven of its last 11. - 

No one felt the pressure 
more than O'Neal, whose 
poor fool shooting is the 
team's biggest weakness. He 
was a different player at the 
line Friday night, much more 
deliberate in his approach in 
making 11 of 14 and scoring 
23 points. 

Nick Anderson added 20 

S >ints for Orlando and, like 
’Neal and the rest of the 
Magic's starters, sat out the 
fourth quarter while the 
bench completed the most 
lopsided game in Boston’s 
storied history. 

The Celtics' previous worst 
loss was by 44 points to Port- 
land in 1977. Dee Brown led 
Boston with 20 points, but 
Dino Radja was beld to 10-17 
below his season average 
against Orlando. 

Game 2 of the best-of-5 
series will be played Sunday 
at Orlando Arena, where the 
Magic won 39 of 41 regular- 
season games. 

Orlando scored 16 of the 

r e's first 20 points and led 
22 before settling for a 
54-36 halftime lead. It was 
88-56 after three quarters. 
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Michael Jordan slam-dunks the ball over an opponent 


Bolls 108, Hornets 100 OT: 

At Charlotte, North Caroli- 
na, Michael Jordan burst 
back into the playoffs with 48 
points, _10 in overtime, and 
the Bulls took the home- 
court advantage away from 
Charlotte. . 

Jordan hit a bank shot with 
2:03 left that gave the Bulls a 
100-95 lead and followed that 


with a bullet pass to Luc 
Longley under trbe basket. 
Longley’s bucket decided the 
game. 

Charlotte missed four of its 
first five shots in overtime, 
and Jordan hit all four of his. 
It was bis 31st 40-point play- 
off game. 

Neither team had more 
than a two-point edge in the 
fourth quarter, and with 2:05 
left, Longley tied the score 
for the sixth time in the 
period, 92-92. That's the way 
it stayed until Muggsy 
Bogues missed a 12-foot jum- 
per with 1.1 seconds left and 
Scottie Pippen grabbed the 
rebounds. Pippen missed a 
dunk on a lob pass from Toni 
Kokoc as regulation time ex- 
pired. 

Alonzo Mourning led the 
Hornets with 32 points, 13 
rebounds and seven blocks, 
but it wasn't enough to over- 
come Jordan down the 
stretch. 


Spurs 104, Nuggets 88: At 
San Antonio, Sean Elliott 
scored 13 of his 21 points in 
the third quarter as the Spurs 
defeated Denver, which last 
year as a No. 8 seed elimin- 
ated top-seeded Seattle in a 
first-round playoff series. 

The Spurs ended the third 
quarter with a 19-4 run laun- 
-ched when Elliott sunk a 
3-pointer and followed with a 
dunk. His S-of-6 shooting in 
tbe period, including two 3- 
po inters, boosted the Spurs 
to a 78-60 lead going into the 
final period. 

David Robinson scored 14 
points in 30 minutes — his 
third lowest total of the sea- 
son — and rested most of the 
fourth quarter along with 
other San Antonio starters. 
Robinson also grabbed eight 
reboutids. 


Four other Spurs players 
scored in double figures: Vei- 
ny Del Negro had 18 points, 

J.R. Reid 14, Chuck Person 

10 and Avery Johnson 15- 

points and eight assists.'. I 

Bryant Stith led the Nuggpts- £1 T 0 ■ I * 

with 16 points. 1 ** 

Phoenix 129, Portland 102:7)1 title 
At Phoenix, Charles Barkley v ’ 
had 29 points and 16 re- 
bounds as Phoenix opened 
the playoffs with a big vic- 
tory. 

The Suns, who swept their 
Pacific Division rivals this 
season without being able to 
ontrebound them in any of 
the five games, turned the 
trick 45-37 Friday night, with 
A.C. Green collecting 11. 

Dan Majerle made 7 of 1C 
■J-point attempts and finished 
with 25 ‘points for the Suns. 
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GOING ON PILGRIMAGE? 


Don’t carry 


cash 






withdraw it 


FINANCIAL FREEDOM WHEN YOU TRAVEL 
With ACCESS TO OVER 210,000 ATMs* IN more than 60 COUNTRIES .around the world, 
Including 86 in Saudi Arabia, you can use tour GloralAccess card 

AT VIRTUALLY ANY ATM TO WITHDRAW CASH, 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEE*:. 

SO, DON’T CARRY LARGE SUMS OF CASH WITH YOU. CARRY THE GlOBALACCESS CARD. 


The British Bank of the Middle Eaa 



•Look tot the GlohalAccesi ot Plui tymbol 
"All BBME ETC!. MasterCard and Vug cardholder! eon alio uir rhe GloLalAece** Utility GtobalAccess 




FLATS FOR RENT 


We have five flats for rent located in the Al Rawnaq District of 
Baiader Wadi Seer, in a single building consisting of three floors 
in addition to the ground floor. Each flat is 160 square metres in 
area and has a salon, lounge, three bedrooms and two 
bathrooms, kitchen and glassed-in veranda with central heating 
and solar heater as well as an intercom. Each flat overlooks the 
four directions and the building is new. not inhabited before and 
with deluxe finishing. Annual rent for each flat is JD 2600. 

CaliTel: 864542 or 791067 




FOR RENT 


Furnished & unfurnished super deluxe flats for rent. 
Each flat is about 350m 2 with telephones and guard. 
JabaJ Amman — between 4th-5th Circle, near- 
Amman Hotel, 50m to the north, 
rent annually. 

Contact 672-680 or 695-262 


Furnisht fl Apartniai For I sgfel 


First floor of 220 sq. m. in a two-floor private building in the 
best residential area, between the 4th and 5th Circles (near 
the Guest’s Palace), Zahran st. Jabal Amman, Overlooking 
large beautiful private garden. Luxuriously furnished. 

Consists of: large salon, dining room, 2 double bedrooms, 
2bath rooms, fully equipped kitchen, laundry room with fully 
automatic washing machine, 3 balconies, crystal chandeliers 
and chosen carpets. Central heating, telephone, colour TV, and 
Video. Car Park available. 


For further Information please call: 
TeL 671509 


DEAR LADIES 


UNDER THE NEW OWNERSHIP 
WE ANNOUNCE THE OPENING OF THE 

NEW TOP SALON 

The staff of professionals with a long experience in 

hairstyling at your service: 

Mr. Albert Now in Jordan from West Germany and 
Canada 

Mr. Yarrah. 15 years in chemicals 

Ms. Julia. Now in Jordan from USA nail care-tips 

and silk wrap 

Ms. Antonina. Electrolisis and skin care 

Ms. Iman. Hairstyling 

Ms. Mase. Make-up special 

Please call: 823-073 

Location: Jaber Shopping Centre at Mecca 
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enema Tel.: '634144 

ttOANLPHlA 

.Cinema ‘Tel.: 699238 

plaza 

Cinema Tel.:#W20 

CONCORD 

i I.: 618274 '618275 

AMMOUH THEATRE 

Td,: 675571 

Nabfi Al MasUnf Theatre 

NabU & Hisham's Tel!: 623155 

AHLAN THIATtt * 

Jeff Bridges & 
Tommy Lee Jones 
in 

Blown Away 

Shows ■ 1230. 3 JO. 6:15. 8.30 10J0 

Kim Basinger, Julia Roberts, 
Sophia loren 

PRET - A - PORTER 

Shows: 1230330,630*30,1030 

CONCORD "1" 
Baby's 
, Day Out 

SHOW 1Z90, 3:30. ft 030. 10:30 

CONCORD ■ 2" 
v Bad Girls 

* Shews.' 12:30, 3:30. 5:30. 11 

Musa Hljazln "Sum's” 

In the political satire 

Hi CfttUen 

written and directed by 
Mohammad Al Shawaqfe 
daily on 8;30 p.m. 

The theatre closes on Monday 

— Haifa Al Aflha In the 
children 1 * play 
Sa’di’s Katana ** 

Presents 

Ghassan Al MasBdni 

with the No. one artist 

Abir Issa 

in 

CABARET 

^ as of Wednesday May 10, 1995 

Presents: 

The political satire: 
AL SAJLAM YA SA1AM 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, pleats cal 
‘*625155. - 

The theatre Is clOMitt ' 
Saturdays A Sunday* 
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r Abu Hamda sails 
ijbrough quarters 


By Roufan Nabhas 
Special to the Jordan Times 


India leads bridge championship 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


- - 1 — 7 ? ie K in JJ dom ‘ s current top ranked and 1993 
«ion Imad Abu Hamda sailed through the quanerfin- 
t'the Jordan Open Tennis Championship Saturday 
^.6-1, 6-0 wn over Khaled Nafa.' 

Hamda will next play Marwan Hanania in the 
ils today. Hanania advanced after a 64. 6- 1 win 
Ida Nusair. 

bing the semis was Ihab Shehadeh with a 7-5 
over Ramzi Halabi. while Ahmad A1 Hadid 
Omar Bataineh 7-6. 6-2. 

• players had registered for the championship, the 
r three rounds leading to the Kingdom's Open tennis 


AMMAN -— Jordan remained in 6 th place 
after rounds 17, 18, 19. 20 in the 8 th Asia. 
Alnca and Middle East Bridge (BFAAME) 
Championship which started here on April 22. 

India remained in the lead with 381.50 
fmints followed by Egypt who moved up to 
second with 364.50 points while South Africa 
cropped to third place with 330.00 points. 

In round 17 Jordan played Pakistan 15-15. 
Russia, who is a bona fide member of the 
European Bridge League and is playing here 
bv special invitation of the BFAAME. lost 
13-17 to Jordan in round 18. The Kingdom's 
team then beat Saudi Arabia 18-12 in round 
Lank? in round ^ Jordan defeated Sri 


13 Sri Lanka 
U Bangladesh 
9- Reunion 
12 Kenya 
IQ S. Africa 
2. India 


3. Jordan 

5. S. Arabia 
7. Egypt 

4. Syria 

6 . Pakistan 
Bye 


2. Egypt 
5. Reunion 


3. Kenya 
S India 


3rd. 


!U< 

Here are the standings following the end of 
round 20 : 


Standings in the eight-nation women's com- 
petition after rounds !3. 14 and 15 came as 
follows; India is still in first place with 269.25 
points followed by Egypt with 254.00 in 

JJJ™ Pk** and South Africa is third with 
246.50. 

. J p r dan 's women team is still in 7 th place 
with 165.00. K 


Representing Jordan in the men's team are 
Ghassan Ghanem, Marwan Ghanem. Arafat 
Al Saheb. Samir Zein. Omran Abu Dheim 
and Suleiman Abdo. 


rankings 


Representing the women's team are Sireen 

Barak at. Reem Andoni, Maib Aloul, Alia 

Shraideh. Antoinette Akasheh and Taghreed 
Akasheh. 


Women’s teams results of round 15; 


Results of the open teams round 20: 


The championship, held at the Forte Grand 
Hotel under the patronage of Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, will conclude May 3. 
The top two teams of the competition will 
participate in the World Bridge Cham- 
pionship due to be held in Beijing in Septem- 
ber. 




a Hamda had no trouble overcoming his opponent in 
Saji 45 minutes. 

raver Nafa' who is only just 15. showed signs that he 
mbtedly a promising young player. 

1994 junior's champion admitted that he lacked 
■xperience and said that was the main hindrance to 
^rdevetopment. 

forely have the chance to play better, more experi- 
play ® 15 like Imad. Thar is the main thing players lack 
bex&.T Nak’ said in a post-match statement to the Jordan 
Tunes. , . 

The Kingdom s renms scene now has a good number of 
voung tennis players. However, they lack the chance to 
play their veteran counterparts who opt to quit the game 
early or are currently abroad pursuing their studies. 

These include Laith Azzouni. who has chosen to 
.concentrate on his tawjihi exams this year. His brother 
pfaris. who played in the Davis Cup two weeks ago. has also 
surprisingly opted not to participate. 

Top-ranked Abu Hamda. who is of course favoured to 
win die event, praised his young opponent. 

"Khaled has the potential to play much better. If these 


Home Team 


Away Team 


VP Score 


Home Team 


Away Team VP Score 


8 Russia 


I. Mauritius 


12-18 


1. Jordan 
6 . S. Africa 


4 Sri Lanka 
7. Pakistan 


The open and women's semifinals will be 
held on Mon. May 1. Open and women's 
finals will be held’ May 2. 1995. And the 
competition will conclude Wednesday May 


Open Tome 


Women's Teams 


1. India 

381.50 

1 . 

India 

291.25 

2. Egypt 

364.50 

2 

Egypt 

279.00 

3. S Africa 

330.00 

£ 

S. Africa 

269.50 

4. Reunion 

301.00 

4. 

Pakistan 

227.25 

5. Sri Lanka 

299.50 

5. 

Sri Lanka 

200.50 

6 . Jordan 

267.25 

6 . 

RCunion 

191.50 

7. Mauritius 

252.00 

7. 

Jordan 

183.50 

& Pakistan 

238.25 

8 . 

Kenya 

131.50 

9. Syria 

237.50 




10 Bangladesh 

234.00 




11. S. Arabia 

218.00 




12. Kenya 

215.00 





t oa opponent 

W. *«gg*(A 

V- 


young players have the opportunity to play the older ones 
on a regular basis. I'm sure they will improve much faster." 

Today's matches 



Under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor AJ Hussein 
Jordan River Designs holds its annual spring exhibition ARTS AND THREADS, 
Introducing new designs by contemporary local artists, in a traditional setting with live Arabic entertainment 
1-13 May 1995, 1 0:00am-9:00pm. Located at Jabel Amman, 1 st Circle. Tel 6 1 308 1. 6 1 3082 
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Hub Shehadeh vs Ahmad Al Hadid 4. p.m. 
ima d Abo Hamda vs Marwan Hanania 5 p.m. 
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All matches are at Al Hussein Youth City tennis 
courts including those deciding 5-8 places. 
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Blackburn in 
sight of title 
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The team assembled at 


hem in- ^ ty owner Jack Wal- 


F1ATS 


' :- 3 “ iX Porta: 

Cnaitafc 
-■'v aad s 

- LONDON (APJ — Black- 
v , ; j, a bum could be crowned En- 
glish soccer champion Mon- 

•' toy I* *•“ fin* rime in 81 

-■■awn mg- 
■*-■*■*: hem* 

ker and manager Kenny 
Dalglish bids to move 11 
r. ... 7 ju 3 ,' P 0 ™* of defending tit 
..... . aw. Manchester United Sun 

- ■ ■» fl* V - 

... - .• ' If «t does, and the Reds fail 

- ' “"to beat Coventry Monday, 
————— ““the Title goes to Blackburn 

FOR KENT for the first rime since 1914. 

. _. Roverc finished runner up 

10 United last season, only 

- 's ow years after gaining prom- 

otion to the Premier League. 

- -i- But they have nor won a 


forward Kevin Gallacher 
(Scotland). 

Rovers should have the 
firepower to gain three points 
at Upton Park and put the 
title out of United's reach. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 
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NEW APARTMENT FOR RENT 


4 bedrooms, 4 baths, 300 sq. m., first floor, elevator, 
telephone, central heating. 

Jabal Amman, 4th Circle, behind the Japanese 
Ambassador's residence. 

Tel: 677309 
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i ™ajor title since the FA Cup 
m 1928. 


FURNISHED SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 


Call Te,': S£4S - X cr 7Sius7 


FOR RENT 


~ Walker took over the un- 
— fashionable dub from north- 
-western England four years 
ago and persuaded former 
Liverpool star Dalglish to 


Contact 672-SiC 


595-262 


mished Api 



V * — 1 


•% 1 

Hi 






_ ^ n' Md bis retirement and take 
.-x running the team. 

. A * a town . Blackburn 

flam t progressed much since 
its days as the center of the 
textile industry in the last 
century. But Walker and 
Dalglish have weaved 
together a team that could 
dominate even mighty Man- 
chester United, Arsenal and 

- Z[ eip0 ?) in ^ next few 

• - y*^ and put its name on the 

j-.r^tnap m European soccer. 

-- -''f* c | Sljsh has teamed up 

striker Alan 

wth Chhs Sutton, a 

LS 8 million) 

... from Norwich, and 

£iTL have , scored an com- 
bmed 56 goals this season in 

.i,.^ Rovers’ title drive. 

' ^ international 

t- are goal- 
keeper Tim Flowers (Ene- 
land). defenders ColmHen- 

rp S ?N land )' Hennin g 
er 8 (Norway), p au ] 


Consists of three bedrooms, one of them master, 
living, lounge, salon and three bathrooms, with 
garden and garage for two cars. The apartment is in 
a new building and was never rented before. 
Location: Behind Jabri Centre, Gardens Street. 
Tel. 691443 
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* Ma^lc Middles . 

* Mini Middles . 

* CbocoUic Drop. _ 

* Danish Wedding . rJti 

* Iced Animal. 



_• Bikery Crisp . 

* Rainbow Cbips Deluxe . 

• Chips Delnxe. 

• * r«nn Sandies . 

Todec Sandies. 



•tr* 


* WbeaCaWcs . 

* Muachcns. 

* aubCradun. 

* Zesu . 


CAR FOR SALE 


HONDA ACCORD EX. 1991 . duty not paid, 2000 cc. 
colour black matallic, electric windows, electric 
mirrors' centre lock, power steering, manual trans- 
mission. 

Call lyad tel. 682258 



■ Cfaoco Buttons . 


TV LING 



M E X ICA N FOODS 



1- Furnished Villa Deir Ghbar J.D. 26000 

2- Furnished Villa Abdoun J.D. 1 7ooo 

3- Unfurnished House Deir Ghbar J.D. 1 lOOd 

4- Unfurnished House Shemesani J.D. 8500 j 
N.B: Many Furnished and Unfurnished 
Apt,Hou$es+ Villas torrent are avaflabe 


cot R en ' 

•^Choose 
Ihe Best 

Please call Telefax : 662386 


1 Gummy Worms’. 
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FURNISHED RPRRTMENT FOR HENTl 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms; fully 
equipped with modern furniture and kitchen with| 
telephone. Ground floor with garden and park. 
Located close to Umm Uthaina Shopping Centre. 

For more information, please call 811019 




Juy BlUy Jelly Rear 


’ Sweet A Sour Since . 
■ Cblorese Noodles . 

* Soy Sanec . 

* Baby Corn . 


■Ovsier Since . 

’ Rumen Noodles. 
* Bamboo Sbool 




1 Milled Milk Bills . 



*T«eo Sfadls. 

* Nacbos Tortilla Chips . 
"Tieo Dinner. 

* Dipping Salu . 

* Refried Beau . 


a**-*- 

Stah 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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WITH OMAR SHARIF 

A TAN MAH H1HSCH 
inn Um Semon. kie 
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North-South vui nenible . 3 ^^ 


SAVE THE DAY 
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north 

*10 6 3 
•• K 6 
K 6 3 

.WEST ***£&’ 

7?* *J7B42 

I .* A T o 4 4. 

AQJI0984C- 7 
3 «« * Q 6 5 2 

. (j SOUTH 
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ts. t0' iSlCS l# : e2 J 10 B 5 

J^ilh West North East 
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Pass 


fOt r *"*‘ ’*5 IAS& Brid g* medicine hove a lot in 




common. Like the physician, declar- 
ct'r task is to diagnose the problem, 
isplate the threat, then complete the 
cure. Here's an example of what we 
mean. 

North's double of four diamonds, 
by the nature of West's preempt, 
cannot be based on a trump stack. 
Rather, it is made on enough general 
values to expect to defeat the con- 
tract, but partner is free to pull the 
double with an unsuitable hand 
South's band was certainly better 
suited to offense and there were 100 
honors to soften any mortal blow. 

West led the ace of diamonds »nd 
continued with the quean. Declarer 
' "covered an honor with an honor," 
East ruffed and shifted to a spade. 
Declarer finessed. West won and re- 
lumed a diamond Declarer ruffed, 
drew trumps and tried the club fi- 
nesse — down one. 


It was unlucky to have both 
black-suit finesses fail. However, 
declarer had only to study the auc- 
tion to diagnose the disease and the 
antidote would have been obvious. 

East was marked with a singleton 
diamond on the bidding. Therefore, 
that defender was the danger 
hand— declarer cannot afford an 
early spade lead through the major | 
tenace. The remedy was simple— 
declarer should refuse to cover the 
queen of dia m onds st trick two. 

If East ruffs, the long of dia- 
monds is established for a spade 
discard. If East refuses to ruff, de- 
clarer simply wins the next trick, 
draws trumps and takes the club 
finesse. Although this loses, a long 
dub is set up to take care of the 
spade queen. Declarer's only re- 
maining precaution is to rise with 
the ace when East shifts to a spade. 
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Turkey says most goals 
achieved in north Iraq 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
The Turkish government has 
achieved 80 per cent of its 
goals in the military cam- 
paign against rebel Kurds in 
northern Iraq. Defence 
Minister Mehmet Golhan 
said on Saturday. 

“Two thirds of the troops 
have been pulled out after 
more than 80 per cent of the 
targets have been reached,*’ 
he told the Anatolian news 
agency in the southern city of 
Adana. 

Responding to Western 
criticism of the incursion 
launched with 35,000 men on 
March 20. Mr. Golhan said: 
“We did not go into that 
territory to stay. Troops will 
withdraw when all targets are 
reached:” He gave no date. 

Ankara says it troops went 
into northern Iraq to smash 
camps of the separatist Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK) in 
the area and to cut off sup- 
port for guerrillas inside Tur- 
key. 

It says the PKK. taking 
advantage of a four-month 
feud that split Iraqi Kurds in 
the region among them- 
selves. was preparing to de- 
clare the area a “liberated 
zone” under its control when 
Turkey moved in. 

Mr. Golhan s3id troops re- 
mained in the rugged Mezi- 
Kerya Deri region. 

“Fighting can break out 
anytime, when troops have 


gone through that area, we 
will pull out,** he said. 

The region is north of the 
Iraqi Kurdish towns of Der- 
kar and Batufa and a main 
guerrilla base. 

“The area is so steep it is 
accessible only by foot. 
Heavy weaponty is useless 
there.*' a security source said. 

Turkey has brought home 
23.000 of the troops but its 
Western allies insist on a total 
withdrawal from the region. 

The six-week-old incursion 
into northern Iraq has cost 
about $47 million so far. Mr. 
Golhan said on Friday. 

Mr. Golhan was quoted by 
Anatolia as saying the cost of 
the drive, in which 35.000 
troops took part at the 
height, was less than had 
been expected. It was the 
first time a Turkish official 
had dearly priced the opera- 
tion. 

The parliamentary assem- 
bly of the Coundl of Europe 
said this week it would sus- 
pend founding-member Tur- 
key if it did nor leave north- 
ern Iraq by end of June. 

A senior Turkish diplomat 
who returned on Friday from 
talks in the region with Iraqi 
Kurd leader Jalal Talabani of 
the Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK). said Mr. Tala- 
bani had pledged to stop a 
PKK formation in PUK- 
controlied areas of northern 


Iraq. 

The diplomat. Cenk 
Duatepe. said reports that 
several hundred men from 
PUK’s rival Kurdistan 
Democratic Party had re- 
placed departing Turkish 
iroops in some areas, "were 
encouraging. 

Ankara wants the Kurds of 
northern Iraq, who are at 
odds with the Baghdad gov- 
ernment. to block PKK 
movement on their side of 
the border. 

More than 15,000 people 
have been killed in Turkey 
since 1984 when the PKK 
took up arms for a separate 
state in the southeast- 

Prime Minister Tansu Cil- 
ler said on Saturday police 
had seized the alleged cul- 
prits of more than 10 bomb- 
ing attacks in Istanbul and 
linked them to the PKK. 

In a statement issued by 
her office. Ms. Ciller praised 
Istanbul police for uncover- 
ing those behind the bomb- 
ings. in which at least four 
people have died since 
November. ■ 

The statement described 
the suspects as “PKK-linked" 
but did not identify them nor 
say how many they were. 

The latest bombing attri- 
buted to the suspects was the 
explosion of a car bomb on 
April 21 in Istanbul in which 
one person died. 

Blair wins 
vote to 
change 
party rules 

LONDON (R) — British 
opposition leader Tony Blair 
took a big step towards pow- 
er on Saturday when a special 
conference of his Labour Par- 
ty voted by a two to one 
margin for a new.rulebook 
designed to appeal to middle- 
of-the-road voters. 

The conference heeded a 
warning by Mr. Blair that 
Labour needed to scrap its 
75-year-old constitution, with 
its commitment to mass 
nationalisation, if it wanted 
to a string of four general 
election defeats since 1979. 

“I did not come into the 
Labour Party to join a press- 
ure group. I didn’t become 
leader of this party to lead a 
protest movement," he said 
in a keynote speech to the 
conference. 

“Power without principle is 
barren. But principle without 
power is futile. This is a party 
of government and I will lead 
it as a party of government,” 
Mr. Blair said. 

Britain’s two biggest un- 
ions, representing transport 
and public-sector workers, 
voted against Mr. Blair. But 
the overall union vote, 
accounting for 70 per cent of 
the conference total, broke 
down 38-32 per cent in his 
favour. 

Among rank-and-file 
members, who cast the re- 
maining 30 per cent of the 
vote, the margin of support 
was an overwhelming 27-3 
per cent. 

The outcome was a re- 
sounding victory for Mr. 
Blair, who shocked party tra- 
ditionalists last October when 
he said he wanted to grasp 
the nettle of reforming clause 
four of Labour's rulebook. 

Although the clause's com- I 
mitment to wide-scale 
nationalisation meant little in 
practice, it was an important 
symbol for many left-wingers 
of the party's roots and be- 
liefs. 

But Mr. Blair insisted vo- 
ters would not trust Labour 
with power unless it was pre- 
pared to abandon out-of-date 
ideology and campaigned 
long and hard to put his point 
across. 

In an emotional speech of 
thanks, Mr. Blair said the 
conference would go down as 
a day of destiny for Labour 
and for Britain. 

Alluding to the widespread 
view that he was rash to seek 
change so soon after becom- 
ing leader last July, Mr. Blair 
said: “If sometimes I seem a 
little over-hasty and over-ur- 
gent. it's for one reason and 
one reason only: I can’t stand 
these people, these Tories, 
being in government over our 
country. 

“The people of Britain 
don't deserve this govern- 
ment. They deserve some- 
thing better, and today we 
have shown that we can win 
their trust to provide some- 
thing better.” 

The nine-to-one margin of 
support he won from gras- 
sroots members will encour- 
age Blair to farther prune the 
influence of trade unions. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Queen attends LAU charity dinner 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty Queen Noor Saturday 
attended the charity dinner honouring pioneering Jorda- 
nian women graduates from the Lebanese American 
University (LAU) at the Inter. Continental Hotel, a Royal 
Court statement said. The Queen distributed gifts to the 
eleven graduates praising their initiative in pursuing their 
higher education during the early 1930s and 1940s. The 
LAU, previously known as the Beirut University College, 
was established in 1960. Its Alumni Club organises fund 
raising events for scholarships for needy students at 
Jordanian universities and has also founded a successful 
handicrafts development centre known as Al-Aydi Founda- 
tion. Queen Noor was received by William Habib, the 
Lebanese ambassador. Dr. Haydar. the deputy president 
of the LAU and Mrs. Leila Halasa. acting president of 
LAU Alumni Club. She was accompanied by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Ghida Tala!, a Royal Court spokesper- 
son said. 

Fresh protests at Bahrain University 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Students staged fresh protests at 
Bahrain University on Saturday a week after courses 
resumed following an extended break because of unrest in 
the country, university members said. Police fired teargas 
at students" who chanted “victory to Islam and death to the 
tyrants,” a professor and students told AFP by telephone. 
There was no official confirmation of the demonstrations in 
the university sites in Sakhir and Issa town, south of the 
capital Manama. Lectures resumed at Bahrain University 
on April 22 after a three-week break. Sporadic clashes have 
erupted in Bahrain since a leading Shiite Muslim cleric was 
arrested on Dec. 5 and eventually expelled after calling for 
the restoration of parliament. 

UAE gives PNA $10 million 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has given S10 million to the World Bank's aid fand 
for Palestinian self-rule as a contribution for the 1995/96- 
financial year. The donation brings to S15 million the 
UAE’s total contribution to the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) since it was established in the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho a year ago. the emirate's news agency WAM 
reported. An unidentified official quoted by WAM. said 
his country pledged at a donors’ meeting held in Washing- 
ton in September 1993 to grant the PNA $25 million over 
five years. In Paris on Thursday, donor countries agreed to 
finance the self-rule authority's 1995 budget deficit of S136 
million. 

Iraqi volunteers get heavy weapons 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — President Saddam Hussein has 
equipped a new volunteer corps set up last year with assault 
tanks and anti-aircraft guns, a youth television station 
controlled by one of President Saddam's sons said Satur- 
day. The 60,000-strong corps, called the “Fedayin of 
Saddam,” also took part in a military parade with the Iraqi 
army for the first time on Friday to mark the president's 
58th birthday, the television said. The unit has been given 
tanks, guns and armoured troop carries, the television said. 
Paratroopers and frogmen serving with the volunteers were 
also shown on television. The corps was set up last October 
as the United States and allied countries rushed troops and 
equipment to the Gulf in response to an Iraqi troop 
build-up near the border with Kuwait. Around 20<young 
Iraqis who enlisted as volunteers in the corps were on state 
television in October ripping apart and eating raw a wolf 
during a training session. 

Sudan’s diplomats in Uganda return home 

KHARTOL7M (R) — Sudan’s ambassador to Uganda and 
his staff, ordered out by Kampala a week ago,, have 
returned home, the official Sudan News Agency (SUNA) 
reported on Saturday. It said Ambassador Inayat Abdul 
Hamid and diplomats of the Kampala mission arrived in 
Khartoum on Friday night. Uganda broke diplomatic 
relations with Sudan on Sunday, accusing its embassy in 
Kampala of spying for Ugandan rebels and providing them 
with logistical and other support. Police searched the 
residence of Sudan's Military Attache Hayder Al Hadi 
Omer on Monday, saying they were looking for landmines, 
military uniforms and other equipment purportedly des- 
tined for the rebels. They found nothing. 

Berbers reluctant to end school strike 

TUNIS (R) — Berber children trickled back to Algerian 
schools on Saturday despite an agreement to end an 
eight-month strike over recognition of their language, local 
journalists said. The offiical APS news agency said children 
“flocked to classes.” But a journalist who toured several 
schools in Tizi-Ouzou, the main city in the mountainous 
Kabylie regions, said he saw only a few at school. Most had 
stayed at home, he told Reuters in Tunis by telephone. 
About one million schoolchildren and students walked out 
of classes in Algeria's main Berber regions last September. 



MEMORY OF WAR: Photo taken on May 8, 1945 shows many from German state officers at Leineburg Heath. 

British Field Marshal ‘Manty’ Montgomnery (third seated Germany. The surrender of Germany came after the Soviet 

from right) receiving the unconditional surrender of Ger- seizure of Berlin on May 2, 1945 (AFP photo) 


Organised crime, extremism and 
extradition key themes at Cairo meeting 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A 
U.N. conference opened on 
Saturday on cooperation 
against organised trans- 
national crime as a dispute 
loomed in the background 
over the perennial problem 
of extradition and political 
asylum. 

Dignitaries called at the 
formal opening session for a 
concerted campaign against 
the big crime syndicates 
widely seen as a growing 
threat to international law 
and order. 

“New and rapacious forms 
of criminality have been tak- 
ing advantage of the very 
trends that have brought so 
many benefits: improvements 
in information and trans- 
portation technologies, re- 
laxation of border controls 
and the internationalisation 
of world markets." U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali said in a message read 
out. 

• "Rising crime is impairing 
development and the general 
well-being of humanity.... it 
requires coordinated interna- 
tional action, with close 
cooperation among states.” 
he added. 

Officials of the agency in 
charge, the U.N. Crime Pre- 
vention and Criminal Justice 
Branch in Vienna, say they 


want the 10-day conference 
to find ways to put into prac- 
tice commitments member 
states have made at previous 
meetings. 

These would include ex- 
changing information, sim- 
plifying and standardising ex- 
tradition procedures and up- 
dating legislation to keep up 
with new forms of crime, 
such as computer crime and 
crime against the environ- 
ment. 

But host country Egypt, 
with some backing from 
Tunisia and Turkey, has tried 
to put the spotlight exclusive- 
ly on "terrorism" — acts of 
violence by their political 
opponents. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak told the opening 
session that terrorism and 
organised international crime 
were two sides of the same 
coin. 

“I would like to invite you 
from this podium to intensify 
your efforts to avert this dan- 
ger. which threatens - indi- 
viduals and groups, wrecking 
peace and security, prevent- 
ing prosperity and progress 
and turning society into a 
jungle." he said. 

The way to prevent terror- 
ism was extradition agree- 
ments and rules for interna- 
tional judicial coordination. 


he added. 

Egypt and the other two 
Middle East states with 
oppositions in exile submit- 
ted separate but similar re- 
solutions saying there are 
links between organised in- 
ternational crime and groups 
which carry out acts of poli- 
tical violence. 

In pre-conference con- 
sultations on Friday, the re- 
solutions ran into opposition 
on the technical grounds that 
they reached the secretariat 
too late and only the Egyp- 
tian one was accepted for 
submission to the full confer- 
ence. 

But the Turks and Tuni- 
sians m3y merge their resolu- 
tions with that of Egypt, if 
they can all agree on a text. 

Diplomats said mainly 
Western countries opposed 
the resolutions as blatant 
attempts to win international 
support against the three gov- 
ernments* political oppo- 
nents. 

Turkey's resolution of 
“terrorism.” apparently 
aimed at Kurdish rebels in 
exile, said: "There is a grow- 
ing connection between ter- 
rorist groups and illicit traf- 
ficking" in arms and in drugs 
and the proceeds from such 
trafficking are utilised to fi- 
nance terrorist activities." 


Egypt has been pressing 
for years for countries to 
extradite exiles it says are 
linked to the Gamaa Al Isla- 
miyaa. the largest militant 
organisation fighting to over- 
throw the government. 

Tunisia would like West 
European governments to 
stop granting political asylum 
to leaders of the Al Nahdha 
movement, the Islamist party 
banned in Tunisia. It says 
they are wanted in connec- 
tion with- acts of violence. 

More than 1.500 officials 
and experts gathered in Cairo 
for conference which lasts un- 
til May 8. 

Delegates from 128 nations 
had already arrived Saturday, 
but 140 nations are expected. 
Most countries sent their in- 
terior or justice ministers, 
although the United States 
and France among others 
sent more junior officials. 

More than 60 non- 
governmental organisations 
and 360 independent experts 
are also attending. 

The fight against organised 
crime, terrorism, corruption 
and crimes to the environ- 
ment are to top the agenda. 
Delegations are also to dis- 
cuss how to harmonise ex- 
tradition procedures, and im- 
prove police, courts and the 
prison systems. 



Mandela sells 
the shirt off 
his back 

CAPE TOWN (AFP) _ 
President Nelson Mandela 
sold the shirt off his back and 
the shoes off his feet in a bid 
to help his ruling African 
National Congress (ANC) in 
Western Cape province out 
of financial trouble. South 
African public radio reported 
Saturday. At an auction late 
Friday, two of the colourful 
shirts the president favours 
were sold for 4,000 rand 

(51.000) and S.000 rand 

(52.000) . while a pair of run- 
ning shoes which he wore 
while serving 27 years in jail 
as a political prisoner went 
for 10,000 rand (52,700). 
Other items ranged from Mr. 
Mandela's reading glasses to 
crystal glassware and auto- 
graphed copies of his auto- 
biography Long Walk To 
Freedom. Altogether the au- 
ction raised 150,000 rand 
($41 ,600), which will help the 
ANC in the province to pay 
off a 300,000 rand (S83,00f'' 
debt, including a 267 .0v 
rand ($74,000) telephone bill, 
accumulated during all-race 
elections last April. 

Anarchists held 
after call 
to ‘kill’ Pope 

TRENTO. Italy (AFP) — Two 
anarchists were detained in 
this northern town Friday af- 
ter posting posters with calls 
to “kill foe Pope," police 
said. The wording of the 
appeal was tongue-in-cheek 
as it gave potential killers a 
choice between snakebites, 
poison and a blow with the 
fist, according to the police. 
“The Pope of Rome Karol 
Wojtyla, (a) tyrant” was guil- 
ty of the “worst crimes 
against women, men, animals 
and nature,” said the poster 
which was signed “The 
Anarchists." Pope John Paul II is 
to visit Trento Saturday and 
Sunday, marking the 450th 
anniversary of the Coundl of 
Trento. Officials said the two 
anarchists were known “ 
police. Leaflets denoundi. r 
the visit and criticising the 
Pope for having given his 
blessing to ware and dicta- 
torships have been found in 
Trento in recent days. 


U.S. names 7 countries that support ‘terrorism’ 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The State Department on 
Friday named Iran, Iraq. 
Syria. Libya. Sudan. North 
Korea, and Cuba as countries 
that supported terrorism last 
year. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher submitted the 
department's annual terror- 
ism report to Congress and 
legislators considered a new 
request from President Bill 
Clinton to expand govern- 
ment powers in the fight 
against terrorism. 

A car-bomb attack in 
Oklahoma City last week that 
killed more than 100 people 
has made the issue a top 
priority for the Republican- 
controlled Congress. 

Any country identified by 
the State Department as sup- 
porting “terrorism" can be 
subject to U.S. sanctions or 
denied access to loans by 
international financial institu- 
tions. 

"The American people 
want us to stop terrorism.” 
Mr. Clinton said in a White 
House Rose Garden appear- 
ance. "They want us to put 
away anyone involved in it. 

The State Department re- 
port. titled "Patterns of 
Global Terrorism." said "ter- 
rorist" attacks hit a 23-year 


low with 321 anacks reported 
worldwide last year — 66 of 
them anti-LLSi attacks — - 
down from 431 in 1993. 

A record 665 terrorist 
attacks were committed in 
1977.’ 

But while the trend was 
positive, the report noted an 
upswing in anacks by extrem- 
ists. many of whom oppose 
the course of the Mideast 
peace process. 

"Iran is still the most active 
state sponsor of international 
terrorism." the report said, 
adding that Iranian activities 
concentrate on Iranian dissi- 
dents abroad. 

"While Tehran has tried to 
moderate its public image in 
the West. Iran continues to 
use terrorism as ruthlessly as 
it did under Khomeini and 
supports groups, such as Hiz- 
bollah. that pose a threat to 
Americans.*’ it said. 

The report accused Syria ol 
helping Iran fuel the pro- 
Iranian Palestinian group 
Hizbollah. 

Sudan provides safe haven 
for some of the world's most 
violent groups — including 
Hizbollah. Hamas. Islamic 
Jihad, and Egyptian Muslim 
militants — and supports 
Muslim militants in Algeria. 
Tunisia. Kenya, and Eritrea. 


the report said. 

It added, however, that 
"there is no evidence that the 
government of Sudan con- 
ducted or sponsored a speci- 
fic act of terrorism in 1994.” 

The State Department 
attributed the high death toll 
last year to a particularly 
bloody attack against the 
Argentine-Israel Mutual 
Association in Buenos Aires 
on July IS. 1994. that killed 
100 people and injured 
another 200. 

Hizbollah may well have 
perpetrated that attack, the 
State Department said. 

Damascus, it said, con- 
tinues to give "terrorist" 
groups refuge and support 
both in Syria and the 
Lebanese zones under its 
control, although there is no 
evidence that Syrian officials 
have been involved in plan- 
ning or executing terrorist 
attacks since 1986*. 

Cuba, no longer able to 
support armed struggle in 
Latin America, still grants 
safe haven to "international 
terrorists.** the report said. 

Iraq provides asylum and 
training to various "terrorist" 
groups and continues to wage 
"terrorist * attacks against 
Iraqi dissidents both inside 
and outside the country, it 


said. 

Libya drew criticism for its 
refusal to hand over suspects 
in the Pan Am Flight 103 
bombing over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, in December 1988. 

North Korea maintains 
contact with “terrorist” 
groups and since 1970 has 
sheltered members of the 
Japanese Red Army, the re- 
port said. 

"Domestic terrorism and 
political violence in general is 
probably more serious to- 
day.* said Philip Wilcox. 
State Department coordina- 
tor for coutner-terrorism. 

Recent trends, he said, 
were use of "mass civilian 
targets" and weapons of mass 
destruction such as the recent 
nerve-gas anacks in Tokyo. 

Mr. Wilcox said the threat 
posed by "psychotic or de- 
viant religious elements" also 
has increased. 

The State Department said 
there were no confirmed acts 
of international or domestic 
terrorism last year inside the 
United States. 

Mr. Clinton unveiled a 
$1.5 billion anti-terrorism 
measure Wednesday to 
broaden law enforcement au- 
thority to monitor potentially 
violent groups and prosecute 
perpetrators swiftly. 


Norwegian nurse 
held over deaths 
of 10 pensioners 

OSLO (R) — A nurse was 
arrested on suspicion of kill- 
ing 10 patients at an old-age 
home near Bergen on the 
Norwegian west coast, police 
said. Bergen Police Superin- 
tendent Svein Erik Krogvold 
said the suspect, an unidenti- 
fied 38-year-old woman, 
would be questioned during 
the weekend. "I can confirm 
one arrest has been made and 
it is the person who has been 
at foe centre of foe investiga- 
tion," he told Norwegian 
radio. “The suspicions in- 
volve 10 deaths.” The inves- 
tigation was launched after 42 
pensioners at the 58-bed 
home died in 1993. twice as 
many as the year before. 
Police soon focused on the 
auxiliary nurse, who had 
been on duty at the time of 
many of the deaths. Ques- 
tioned but not arrested, she 
was suspended last June. She 
has since been on sick leave 
although the suspension was 
later lifted. In the only pre- 
vious case of its kind in Nor- 
way a male nurse was given a 
21-year prison term in 1983 
for murdering 22 pensioners 
at an old-age home near 
Trondheim. 


U.S. congressmen say Israelis ungrateful 


The Jerusalem Post 

REPUBLICAN members of 
a U.S. House Foreign Affairs 
Committee delegation 
charged Israel of violating the 
1985 Free Trade Area (FTA) 
agreement between the two 
countries and of being un- 
grateful for U.S. aid at a 
meeting with Finance Minis- 
ter Avraham Shohat in Jeru- 
salem on Wednesday. 

A source close to the con- 
gressional delegation said 
Republican Congressman 
Bill Thomas, who chairs the 
House foreign affairs sub- 
committee on trade, told 
Shohat that based on in- 
formation he had from the 
administration. Israel is 
violating the FTA by not 
abolishing tariffs on agri- 
cultural imports. 

“You are not allowing u* 
to export oranges, and' are 
taking advantage of the Uru- 


guay Round to avoid vour 
FTA obligations." Thomas 
was quoted as saving, 

Under the FTA agree- 
ment, all goods from both 
countries are duty-free since 
January. The agreement with 
the U.S. however, allows 
both countries to protect 
agriculture through non-tariff 
barriers. 

The problem facing both 
countries is that under the 
recently concluded GATT 
trade agreement, all member 
countries are required to re- 
place non-tariff barriers with 
tariffs. The US official posi- 
tion is that Israel must con- 
form to both agreements, 
thereby exposing the coun- 
try's agricultural sector. 

Industry and Trade Minis- 
try Foreign Trade Adminis- 
tration director Zohar Peri 
said the U.S. position would 
mean the obliteration of 


Israel’s agriculture. 

Finance Ministry Interna- 
tional Division director Ehud 
Kaufman pointed out that 
both the new GATT agree- 
ment and the FTA make 
provisions for a separate agri- 
cultural policy, and that 
negotiations with the Amer- 
icans would preserve the ori- 
ginal intent. 

Thomas also attacked the 
trade imbalance in Israel's 
favour as proof that Israel 
was not giving U.S. exporters 
a fair chance. 

Republican Congressman 
Dan Mica of Florida was 
reported to have said. "I 
don't understand how you 
can behave like thar. If it 
wasn't for U.S. aid. your 
neighbours would have 
squished you like a bug." 

In response to Mica's state- 
ment. New York Democratic 
( Congressmen Gary Acker- 


man noted that Israel's 
strength was not solely de- 
pendent on the U.S. but on 
the IDF' and the defence 
budget. 

"The U.S. interest in Israel 
is not dependent on 
oranges." Ackerman said. 

Thomas reportedly 
motioned to Ackerman, im- 
plying he should be sitting on 
the Israeli side, to which 
Ackerman responded: "If 
you’re trying to imply that 
I'm not an American, you're 
not in a position to do so." 

U.S. embassy spokesman 
Richard Scorza said: ”We are 
very pleased with the FTA." 
He admitted that there is a 
difference of opinion on the 
interpretation of the agri- 
cultural provisions, but said 
"it is too early to assess how 
much of a problem it is. as we 
still have an adjustment 
period of one year.*’ 


Americans paid 
thousands for 
fake nobility 

■LONDON (AFP) — Two 
British conmen were con- 
victed of duping rich Amer* 
icans into paying tens ol 
thousands of dollars fu r 
worthless aristocratic tides 
granting non-existent prt" 
vileges. One Florida coupk 
thinking they were buying 
negotiable British titles as an 
investment for their mentally 
handicapped child were 
fleeced of $63,000, the court 
heard. Other victims answer' 
ing advertisements in the 
Wail Street Journal, Th e 
Economist and other publics' 
tions offering “magnifies^ 
British titles... over lA® 
years old" reportedly i fl ’ 
eluded a clergyman and £ 
lawyer. Stefanos Kollakis 
Martin Lewis, convicted $ 
fraud, had sold titles such aj 
"Lord of Bodardle” .■“J 
“Lord of Breckenthwauc- 
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